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NTRODUCTION: 
N Og 5 J. 
a 5 


Which the reader may, or mar 
| not DON 


HE world ay taken up of 
1 late with Novels and Ro- 
mances, generally {ſpun from the 
brains of needy authors, and often 

improbably related, that it will 


t be difficult for a real hiſtory, tho' 


founded upon facts, to be taken for 
Letitia Atkins, though vulgarly 


called Moll Flanders, the heroine 


A 2 of 


'I iv INTRODUCTION. 
| of the following hiſtory, was as 
beautiful a woman, and as fine a 
1 figure, as any would deſire to be- 
| hold ; and from her converſation, 
| at the time ſhe produced me her 
1 manuſcript, I imagined ſhe would 
want but little of my aſſiſtance: 
but, in that particular, I found 
my error; for though ſhe had 
received what is called a liberal 
education, I mean for a woman, 
yet, when ſhe came to expreſs her 
thoughts upon paper, they were 
delivered not with half that pro- 
priety, which ſhe held in conver- 
ation. . ; 
. - She told me that it was not only 
written in her own hand, but 
that there was not a ſingle inci- 
dent would be found in her whole 
ſtory, but was really and literally 
true; and indeed there are abun- 
dance, and all of them uſefully : 
applied: there is alſo an agreeable : 
turn given them in the * 
9 8 | that 


LS 
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INTRODUCTION. v 
that naturally inſtructs, and di- 
verts the reader; yet, upon myx 
giving the book another reading, 
ſeveral years after the publica- 
tion; I was aſtoniſhed to find! 
had ſuffered many circumſtances. | 
to appear in print, which, though 
they were true, upon a more cool 

reflection, my judgment could not 
by any means 1 ls 

I therefore, ſtill keeping truth 
in view, by never ſuffering her to 
eſcape my ſight, altered many parts 
of it, to give it the better reading, 
as I ſome little time before had 
done by Roxana; or, the Fortu- 
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A 


| nate Miſtreſs; in the doing of 
6 | which as I pleaſed myſelf, I have 
- |= the leſs doubt of "leaſing my read- 
„ 5 

a_ That part of her life with her 
- | young maſter, at Colcheſter, has 
E- | ſo many happy turns given it to 
- expoſe the crime, and warn all, 
„ whoſe circumſtances are adapted to 
t 5 | 
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vi INTRODUCTION. 


it, of the ruinous end of ſuch in- 
diſcretions, and the thoughtleſs 
and abhorred conduct of both the 
Parties, that it abundantly atones 
for the eee ſhe gives or her 
folly. 
; The: re repentance of her kid at 
the Bath, and how brought by the 
juſt alarm of his fit of ſickneſs to 
abandon her; the caution given 
againſt even the lawful intimacies 
of the deareſt friends, and how 
unable they are to preſerve the moſt 
ſolemn reſolutions of virtue with 
out divine aſſiſtance; are parts, 
"which, to a juſt diſcernment, Will 
appear to have more real beau- 
ty in them, than all the amorous 
romances that have ever been 5 
liſhed. 
Her — and induſtrious 

agement at laſt in Virginia, 
with her tranſported huſband, is 
a ſtory fruitful of inſtruction, to 
all who are obliged to ſeek their 

EE | | re- 
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| ron abroad'; whether | 

the [miſery of _ tranſportation, 
or other diſaſter 3 letting them 
know, that diligence and 'applica« | 
tion have their due encouragement; 
even in the remoteſt parts of the 3 
world; that no caſe cun be ifs | 
| low, ſo deſpicable, or ſo empty of 
1 but that an unwearied 
1 will go a great Way to 
deliver us from it, will in time 
| raiſe the meaneſt creature to appear 
again in the world, and give him E Wo 
new profpect for his life, 

Theſe are u few of the ſerious. 
inferences which we ure led by the 
hand to in this bock, and theſe 

are fully ſufficient to juſtify me 
in recommending it to the World, 
and much more to N the pub- 
Fication of it. 


4 
1 
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* 
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Ilisgton, 5 
December 23, 1736 


1 DANIEL Deros. | 


— RR 


wm INTRODUCTION. 
My father was an intimate ac- 
quaintance of Mr. Daniel Defoe. 
I had frequently heard him ſpeak of 
his friend, highly to his advan- * 
tage as a moral writer, in many 
of his publications, and wondered 
much, after my reading his Robin- 
ſon Cruſoe, to find both in his 
Roxana, and in his Moll Flanders, 
expreſſions ſo much beneath him; 
but, upon a peruſal, when I came 
in poſſeſſion of the manuſcripts of 
his alteration of both thoſe hiſtories, 2 
I acquieſced in the opinion of my 
father, and in that opinion, have 
thought it proper, in their new 
dreſs, to introduce them for the 
entertainment of thoſe who are 
admirers of nature: | 
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L TITIA ATKINS, 
Vulgarly called . 
MOLL FLANDERS. 


1 Think it may, with great alt 
be ſaid, I met with a part of the 
misfortunes of the world, before I came 
Wo. it, my father, Theophilus Atkins, 

xeing dead, near ſix months, before 1 
Was born. 

My father Was, by trade, a hte 
ao —— but he dying, leaving 1 
mother a widow in circumſtances b t 
indifferent, ſhe; one evening, as a lac 


08 getting out of her coach at the 


ra-houle, was detected, in too great 
miliarity, with the lady 8 gold watch; 
— which fact, at the Old Bailey, ſhe 


received ſentence of death z but, at that 


awful 


* 


4 "The Hiſtory of Letitia Atkins; 


4k bar, pleading ſhe” was with child, 
was confined in Newgate, until ſhe was 
delivered of me; afterwards her ſen- 

tence was changed to be tranſported for 

her natural life, and ſhe was according- 

ly ſent to Virginia. 

Having an aunt, ſiſter to my father, 
living at "Colchefter in credit, ſhe edu 
cated and maintained me in a genteel 
manner, until I arrived to the age of 
eighteen; ſhe dying and leaving me her 
effects, application was made to me by 

an elderly lady of the place, an ac- 
quaintance of my late aunt, to wait on 
two of her eldeſt daughters. 
Here I had all the advantages for i im- 
proying my education that could be 
imagined; for the ladies had their ſeve- : 
ral maſters: who came to the houſe to 4 
teach them; and as I was always with Þ 
them, though | the maſters were not a- 
ginted to teach me, yet I retained (bj 
intimatiqn and inquiry all that they learn- 
ed by inſtruction and direction. So that, 
as. the ladies ſaid, I danced and ſpoke 
1 Rench better than they did, and as I 
had a finer pipe, I Iung better too, and 


had been uſed to the harpſicord. = | 
this 
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vulgarly called Moll Flanders. 3 


this means I had all the advantages that 


I could have deſired, if I had been their 
equal in point of fortune. 

I had with all theſe the common va- 
* of my ſex. Being really taken for 
a great beauty, I had as good an opi- 
nion of myſelf, as any body elſe could 
have of me; and particularly I loved to 
hear any body ſpeak of it; which could 
not but happen ſometimes, and was & 
great ſatisfaction to me. 


Thus far I have had « ſmopth Glory 


to tell of myſelf, and in this part of my 


life, I not only had the reputation of 


living insa very good family, reſpected 
every where for virtue and ſobriety; but 
I had the character too of a very ſober, 


modeſt, and virtuous young woman: 
and ſuch I had always been, neither had 

yet any occaſion to think of any thing 

elſe, or to know what a ane to 
wickedneſs meant. | 
But that which I was too vain of, Was 
my ruin. The lady in the houſe where 
IJ was, had alſo two ſons, young gentle- 
men of very promiſing parts and of ex- 
traordinary behaviour; and it was my 
ene to be agrecable to them _ 
ut 


4 The Hiſtory of Lætitia Atkins; 


but they managed themſelves with me in 


a quite different manner. 

The eldeſt, a gay gentleman that 
knew the town, as well as the country, 
and though he had levity, yet had too 
much judgment of things, to pay too 
dear for his pleaſures; - he began that 
unhappy ſnare to all women, taking no- 
tice how pretty I was, how agreeable, 
how well: carriaged : he would contrive 


to be talking this to his - ſiſters, when 
though I was not by, yet when he knew 
I was not ſo far off but that 1 ſhould be 

ſure to hear him. His ſiſters would re- 


turn ſoftly to him, Huſh brother, Let- 
ty will hear you, ſhe is but in the next 


room.“ Then he would put it off, and 


talk ſoftlier, as if he had not known 
it, and to acknowledge” he was wr 


and as if he had forgve- Dugi fe 
would ſpeak aloud again, and I Was 


fo well pleaſed to hear it, was ſutre to 
liſten for it on all occaſions- 


One day, he going by his fiſter's cham- 


ber when I was dreſſing her, he comes 


in with an air of gaiety, O] Letty, 


don't your cheeks burn?“ I made a 


curtſey, and — — bur gd nothing. 
« What 
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vulgarly called Moll Flanders. 3 


« What makes you talk ſo, brother * 
ſays the lady. Why,” ſays he, * we 
have been talking of her Helow-ſtairs 
this half-hour.” * Well,” ſays his ſiſ- 
ter, you can ſay no harm of her, that I 
am ſure, ſo it is no matter what you 
have been talking about.“ Nay,“ 
ſays he, © it is ſo far from ſaying any 
harm of her, that we have been talking 
a great deal of good, and a great many 
fine things ty been ſaid. of Letty, J 
aſſure you; and particularly, that ſhe 
is the handſomeſt girl in Colcheſter. T 
I wonder at you, brother: Letty 
wants but one thing, but ſhe hail as 
good want every thing, for the market 
is againſt our ſex juſt, now; and if a 
Pee woman have beauty, birth, 

reeding, wit, ſenſe, manners, modeſty, 
44 theſe to an extream; gu it- ſhe 


bk ff © 4 + 


the” men play the game all. into their 
own hands.” 

Her younger brother, whos Was i 
' replied. Hold, ſiſter, you run too faſt; 
1 am, an exception to your rule; I aſ- 
War! B 3 | ſure 


of money; and when the maid chances 


rides in a coach before her 
Ke TH thought. it was time for me to with- 


6 The Hiſtory of Lætitia Atkins; 3 
ſure you, if I find a woman fo accom- 
pliſhed as you talk of, 1 would not 
trouble myſelf about the money.“ 
0. 278 the ſiſter, « but you will 
take care not to faney one then, with- 
out the money.“ 
Jou don't uo that neither,” are 
the younger brother. | 
But, why fiſter,” ſays the elder 
brother, * why do you'ſo exclaim at the 
men, for aiming ſo much at the for- 
tune? you are none of them that want 
a forrune, what ever elſe you may want.” 
J underſtand you, brother,“ replies 
che lady very ſmartly, you ſuppoſe 1 
have the money, and want the beauty; 
but as times go now, the firſt will do 
without the 1 alt, ſo T have the better of 
yy neighbours.” Lt} £35 my 
„Well,“ ſays the younger! brother; 
< bur your "neighbours, ''as' you call 
them, may be even with you; for beau? 
ty will ſteal a huſband ſoinetimès in ſpite 


to be handſomer than the miſtreſs, ſhe 
oftentimes makes as good a market, and 
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vulgarly called Moll Flanders. 5 


draw, and leave them, and I. did fo; - 
but not ſo far, but that I heard their diſ- 
courſe, in which I alſo heard abundance 


of fine things ſaid of myſelf, which 
ſerved to prompt my vanity 3 but, as 1 


ſoon found, was not the way to increaſe 


my. intereſt in the family; for the, ſiſter, 
and the younger brother fell grievouſly 


out about it; and as he ſaid ſome very 
diſobliging things to her, upon my ac- 
count, ſo I could eaſily ſee that ſhe 


teſented them, by her future conduct to 


me, which indeed was very unjuſt; for 


1 had never had the leaſt thought of 
what ſhe ſuſpected, as to her ydunger 
brother: indeed, the elder had ſaidi a 


great many things, as in jeſt, which I 
had the folly to believe were in earneſt, 


or to flatter myſelf, with the hopes of 


what I ought to have ſuppoſed he nevbr 


intended, and perhaps never thought of. 


It happened one day that he came 


running up ſtairs, towards the room 


where his ſiſters uſed to ſit and work, as 


he often did, and calling to them be- 


fore he came in, as was his way, I be- 
ing there alone ſtept to the door, and 


laid, „Sir, the ladies are not here, they 


* 1 


— 


8 The Hiſtory of Lætitia Atkins; 
are walked down the garden.” As I 


ſtept forward to ſay this, he was juſt . 


got to the door, and claſping me in his 
arms, as if it had been by chance, O 
Mrs. Letty, are you here? I want to 


Jpeak with, you, more than, I do with 
them,“ and having me in his arms, he 


Nen me ſeveral times. 

I ſtruggled to get away, yet 15 held 
me faſt, and ſtill kiſſed me till he was 
almoſt out of breath: and then. ſitting 
«down, ſaid, My dear Letty 1 am in 
| Arve. with you.!“ 


His words, 1 moſt! 5 fred * 


blood, my ſpirits flew about my heart, 
and put me into diſorder, which he 
might eaſily have ſeen in my face; he 
1 it ſeveral times, that he was in 


love with me, and though my heart 


fluttered, I confeſs I was ſecretly pleaſed 
with his expreſſions; however nothing 
Further paſſed at that time, it was but 
a ſurpriſe, and when he had left me, I 


ſoon recovered myſelf; and had there 


not been one ſmall misfortune in it, I 
had been in the right; but the miſtake 
lay here, that Mrs. Letty was in earneſt, 
and the yaung gentleman was not. : 
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vulgarly called Moll Flanders. 9 
It was not long, before he found an 


opportunity to catch me again. The 


young ladies were gone a viſiting with 
their mother; his brother was out of 
town, and as for his father, he had been 
at London a week; he had ſo well 


watched me; that he knbws! where I Was, 


though I did not ſo much as know that 


he was in the houſe; he coming up 


the ſtairs, and ſeeing me at work came 
into the room, and began juſt as he did 
before with GRE me in his N and 
killing meſo. i 
It was his pong: ſiſter's: chainber 
that I was in, and as there was nobody 
in the houſe, but the maids below ſtairs: 
he taking this advantage, he threw me 


down upon the bed; but he gods! i 10 


other rudeneſs than Killing me. 

I ſtruggled, and told bim thay" 
was _— vi goo which he lifted me 
up, profe great deal of love, that 
it was an hain Afection, and he meant 
no ill to nie: ſaying this, he put five 
guineas into my hand, TOR mme 


- Jeft me. nen n 3X 53315 


I am the more pheticadir in this part, 
that when ns L9G be read, by 
. B 5 thole 


10 The Hiſtory of Lætitia Arkins 3 


thoſe of my own ſex, they. may learn 
from it to guard themſelves againſt the 
miſchiefs which -attend an early know- 
ledge of their, own; beauty: for when a 
young woman once thinks herſelf hand- 
ſome, ſhe never doubts the truth of any 
man, that tells her he is in love with 


her; for if ſhe believes herſelf charm- 


ing enough to captivate him, it is natu- 
ral to expect the effects of it. 

This young gentleman had fired 855 
inclination, as much as he had fired my 
vanity; and as if he had found that he 
had an opportunity, and was ſorry he 


id not improve it, he, preſently, came 


up again, telling me how paſſionately he 
loyec me, and that though he could not 


his eftate, yet he was reſolved to make 
me happy then, and himſelf too by . 
marrying me. 

e had not ſat han, but he got v up, 
and ſtopping my breath with kiſſes, he 


again threw me upon the bed; and here, 


I confeſs, he went farther with me than 
decency permits me to mention. 
However, though he took theſe * 


doms, it did not 80 to e . 
ca 
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vulgarly called Moll Flanders. 11 


call the laſt favour, which, to do him 
juſtice, he did not attempt; and he 
made that ſelf-denial of his, a plea for 
all his freedoms with me upon other oc- 
caſions after. When this was over, he 
ſtaid but a little while, and left me; 
making a thouſand proteſtations of his 
paſſion for me, and of his loving me 


above all the women in the world. 


Nothing ſure was ever ſo ſtupid. Had I | 
ated as became me, and reſiſted as virtue 
and honour required, this gentleman, 
had either deſiſted his attacks, finding 
no room to expect the accompliſhment of 
his deſign, or had made fair and ho- 
nourable propoſals of: marriage; in 
which caſe, whoever had blamed him, 


nobody could have. blamed: me. If I 


had known his mind, and how hard he 
thought I would be to be gained. I 
might have made my own terms with 


him; and if I had not capitulated for an 


immediate marriage, I might for a main- 
tenance till marriage, and might have 
had what 1 would; for he was already. 
rich to exceſs, beſides what he had in 
expectation; but I wholly abandoned 
all ſuch thoughts and was taken up-only 
88 7: WR 
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with the pride of my beauty, and of 


my being beloved. 


In the mean time, however, 1 did 


not give room to any in the- family to 
ſuſpect me, or to imagine that I had the 
leaſt. correſpondence | with this young 
1 I ſcarce ever looked towards 

m in publick, or anſwered if he ſpoke 


to me, if any body was near us; but 
for all that, we had every now and then 


a little encounter, where we had room 
for a word or two, and now and then a 
Kiſs. 


Bat as the Devil is an unwearied 
tempter, fo he never fails to find oppor- | 


tunity for that wickedneſs he invites to : 
it was one evening that I was in the gar- 


den, with his ſiſters, and 3 and 


all very innocently merry, whe 

found means to convey a note into Fg 
hand, by which he directed me to un- 
derſtand, that he would to. morrow de- 


fire me publickly to go of an errand for 


him into the town, and that I ſhould ſee 

him ſomewhere by the way. © 
Accordingly after dinner, he very 
gravely ſays to me, his ſiſters being by, 
* Letty * muſt aſk a favour of you.” 
What's 
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vulgarly called Moll Flanders. 13 
« What's that?” ſays his ſecond ſiſter.” ' 
„ Nay, ſiſter,” ſays he, © if you cannot 
ſpare Mrs. Letty to-day, any other time 
will do.” Yes, they ſaid, they could 
ſpare her well enough, and the ſiſter beg- 
ged pardon for aſking. Well, but bro- 


ther,” ſays the eldeſt ſiſter, * you muſt 
tell Letty what it is; if it be any private 


buſineſs, that we muſt” not hear, you 


may call her out, there ſhe is.” 

Indeed, ſiſter, I have no private 
buſineſs with Mrs. Letty;” and when 
he had given me my inſtructions, he 
told them a long ſtory of a viſit he was 
going to make to a family they all knew, 
and where was to be ſuch and ſuch gen- 
tlemen, and how merry they were to bez 
and very formally aſked his ſiſters to go 
with him, and they as formally excus'd | 


themſelves becauſe of company that 


they had notice were to come and viſit 


them that afternoon, which, by the way, 


he had contrived on purpoſe. 

He had ſcarce done ſpeaking to them, 
and given me my errand, but his man 
came up to tell him, that Sir William's 


chariot was at the door; ſo he runs 
down, and comes * immediateſy, 


« Alas! 


* 
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Alas!“ ſays he to his ſiſters, . there's. 


all my mirth ſpoiled at once; Sir Wil- 
ham has ſent his chariot for me, and 
defires to ſpeak with me upon ſome ear- 
neſt buſineſs.” It ſeems Sir William. 
was a gentleman, who liv'd about three 
miles out of town, to whom he had. 
ſpoken on purpoſe the day before, to. 
lend him his chariot for a particular oc- 
caſion; 
him, as it did about three o' clock. 

Immediately he calls for his hat and 


ſword, and ordered his man to go to the 


other place to make his excuſe; that was 
to ſay, he made an excuſe to ſend his 
man away, and prepares to go into the 
Chariot : as he was going he ſtopt, and 


ſpeaks mighty earneſtly. to me about his 


| buſineſs, and finds opportunity to ſay 
very ſoftly to me, Come away, Letty, 
as ſoon as you can.” 
| but made a curtſey, as if 1 had done ſo 
to what he had ſaid in publick; in about 

a quarter of an hour I went out too, 


ſo that there was not the leaſt ſuſpicion 
He waited for me in the 


in the houſe, ; 
riot in a back lane, which he knew 


i muſt * 1 and directed the coach- 


man 


and had appointed it to call. for 


I faid nothing, 
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man where to drive; which was to a 
certain place, as I afterwards found, 
where lived a confident of his, and 
where was all the convenience he could 
deſire, to put in + mars what he 10- 
tended, | 

When we irvived at the hog he 16 
gan to talk very gravely to me, and to 
tell me, he did not bring me there to 


betray me; that his paſſion for me would 


not ſuffer him to abuſe me; that he re- 
ſolved to marry me as ſoon as he came 
to his eſtate, and in the mean time, if I 
would grant him his requeſt, he would 
maintain me very honourably, and made 
me a thouſand proteſtations of his ſince- 
rity, and of his affection, and that he 
would never abandon me. 
However, as he preſſed me to ſpeak 

1 told him, I had no reaſon to queſtion 
the ſincerity of his love, after ſo many 
proteſtations, but — and there I 
ſtopt; „But, what, my dear? I gueſs 
what you mean—if you ſhould be with 
child. Why then,” ſays he, I'll 


take care and provide for you, and the 


child too; and that you may ſee I am 
not in n jeſt, here's an earneſt for you ;” 
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and with that he pulls out a purſe full of 


gold, and gave it me; © and Ill give 
you ſuch another ny your ul: I marry 


yen 
Thus TI finiſhed. my own defiruftie 


at once: for from this day, being forſa- 


ken of my virtue, IJ had nothing of 


value left to ed me eicher to 


God's bleſſing or man's aſſiſtance. 


In about two hours J arrived at . 


again; as for him he ſtaid out, as he 


told me he would, till late at night, and 


there was not the leaſt ſuſpicion in che 


family, either on his account or mine. 

,- We had, after this, frequent bathe 
nities to repeat our crime; chiefly by 
his contrivance, eſpecially at home, when 
his mother and the young ladies went 


abroad a viſiting, which he watched ſo 


narrowly as never to miſs, knowing al- 


ways before-hand when they went out, 


and then failed not to catch me alone, 
and this for near half a year; and yet, 
which was the moſt to my fatisfa&tion, 


| 1 was not with child. 


Before the half year was expired, lis 
younger brother, of whom I have made 


ſome mention, finding me alone in the 


garden one evening, begins a ſtory of 
the 
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every thing: to diſſuade him from his 


vulgarly called Moll Flanders. 15 
the ſame kind, made honeſt profeſſions 
of being in love, and in ſhort, propoſed 


fairly and honourably to marry me. 


I was now confounded and driven to 
ſuch an extremity, as the like was never 
known; at leaſt not to me. I reſiſted 
the propoſal. with obſtinacy, and now I 
began to arm myſelf with arguments: 
J laid before him the inequality of the 
match; the treatment I ſhould meet with 
in the family; the ingratitude it would 
be to his good father and mother, who 
had taken me into their houſe upon ſuch 
generous principles; in ſhort, I ſaid 


deſign that I could imagine, except tell- 


ing him the truth, which would indeed 


have put an end to it all, but that I 
durſt not think of mentioning. 


But here happened a} circumſtance 


that I did not expect, which put me to 


my ſhifts; for this young gentleman as 
he was plain and honeſt, fo he pretend- 
ed to nothing with me, but what was ſo 
too; and knowing his own innocence, 
he was not ſo careful to make his hav- 


ing a kindneſs for me a ſecret in the 
houſe, as his brother was; and though 


he 


83 
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mi did not let them know: that he had 
ralked to me about it, yet he faid enough 


to let his ſiſters perceive he liked: me, 


and his mother ſaw it too, which tho” 


they took no notice of it to me, yet 
they did to him, and immediately I 


found their carriage to me n more 


than ever before. 


1 ſaw the cloud, W 1 di not 
Seele the ſtorm. It was eaſy to ſee 
their carriage to me was altered, and 
that it grew worſe and worſe every day; 


till at laſt, I got information among the 


ſervants, thar F ſhould, in a; very. Uttle | 


while, be deſired to remove. 


I Was net alarmed at the news; 1 
ing a full ſatisfaction that I ſhould: be 
otherwiſe provided for; and eſpecially, 
conſidering that I had reaſon every day 
to expect I ſhould be with child, and 


that then I ſhould be obliged to remove 


without any pretences for it. 


After ſome time, the younger mm 


man took an opportunity to tell me, 
that the kindneſs. he had for me, had 
got vent in the family. He did not 


charge me with it, he ſaid, - for he 


knew well enough which way it came 
dut;; 
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out ; he told me his plain way of talk- 
mg had been the occaſion of it, for that 
he did not make his reſpect for me ſo 
much a ſecret as he might have done, 
and the reaſon was, if I would conſent 
to have him, he would tell them all 


openly he loved me, and that he intend- 


ed to marry me: that it was true” his 
father and mother might reſent” it, and 
be unkind; but that he was now in a 
way to live, being bred to the law, and 
he did not fear maintaining me, agreea- 


ble to what I ſhould expect; and, as he 


believed T would not be aſhamed of 
him, ſo he was reſolved not to'be afham- 
ed of me; and that he ſcorned to be 
afraid to' own me now, who he reſolved 
to own after I was his wife, and therefore 
I had nothing to do but to give him my 
hand, and he would anſwer for all the 
„ e 5 > „ ent ele ART 
I was now in a dreadful condition in- 
deed. And here I repented heartily my 


eaſineſs with the eldeſt brother, not from 


any reflection of conſcience, but from a 
view of the happineſs I might have en- 
Jjoyed, and had now made impoſſible : 
for though T had no ſcruples of conſci- 
Reba ence, 
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ence, as I have ſaid, to ſtruggle with, 


_- . 
22 


1 yet I could not think of being a miſtreſs 
to one brother and a wife to the other. 


But then it came into my thoughts, 
that the firſt brother, had promiſed to 
[| make me his wife, when he came to, 
if | his eſtate; but I preſently remembered, = 
[| what I had often thought of, that he, 


| had never ſpoken a word of having me 
| for a wife, after he had conquered, me 
for a miſtreſs, and indeed till now, tho' 
| J faid'I thought: of it often, yet it gave 


1 ſeem. in, the leaſt to leſſen his affection 
do me, ſo neither did he leſſen. his boun- 

„ though. he bad the diſcretion in, 
| felf to deſire me not to lay out a ſhill- f 
ing of what he gave me in cloaths, or to 
N make the leaſt ſhew extraordinary, ber- 
agaauſe it would neceſſarily give jealouſy  ? 
mn the family). 7 hs 
But I was now, in a great ftrait, ande 
really knew not what to do; The main 
difficulty was this; the younger brother 
not only laid cloſe ſiege to me, but ſuk= 
fered it to be ſeen; he would come into I 
his ſiſter's room, and his mother's room, 
and ſit down, and talk a thouſand kind 
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vulgarly called Moll Flanders. 21 
things of me, and to me, even before 
their faces, and when they were all 
there: this grew ſo publick, that the 
whole houſe talked of it, and his mo- | 
ther reproved him for it, and their car- | 
7 riage to me appeared. quite altered: in | 
3 ſhort, his mother had let fall ſome 
* ſpeeches, as if ſhe intended to put me out 
of the family, that is, to turn me out | 
of doors. Now, I was ſure this could 
not be a ſecret to his brother, only that 
he might not think, as indeed nobody 
elſe yet did, that the youngeſt brother 
had made any propoſals to me about it: 
but as I eaſily' could ſee that it would go | 
XZ farther, ſo I ſaw likewiſe there was an 
3 abſolute neceſſity to ſpeak of it to him, 
or that he would ſpeak of it to me; and 
which to wait for I knew not. | 
Upon ſerious - conſideration, for in- ; 
deed now I began to conſider things ve- | 
ry ſeriouſly, and never till now; I ſay, 
upon ſerious conſideration, 1 reſolved to 
rell him of it firſt, and it was not long 
before I had an opportunity : for tlie 
very next day his brother went to Lon- | 
don upon ſome buſineſs,” and, the family | 
being out a viſiting, juſt as it had hap- 
pened 
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pened before, and as indeed was often 
the caſe, he came according to his cuſ- 
tom to ſpend an hour or two with 
me. 

When he had ſat down a while, he 
perceived there was an alteration in my 
countenance, that I was not ſo free and 
pleaſant with him, as I uſed to be, and 
particularly that I had been a crying; 
he was not long before he took notice of 
it, and aſked me in very kind terms 
what was the matter, and if any thing 
troubled me: I would have put it off if 
1 could, but it was not to be concealed; 
fo after ſuffering many importunities to 
draw that out of me, which I longed as 
much as poſſible to diſcloſe; I told him 
that it was true, ſomething, did trouble 
"me, and ſomething of ſuch a nature, 
that I could not Tall how, to acquaint. 
him with it; that it was a thing that not 
only ſurpriſed me, but greatly, perplex- 
ed me, and that L knew. not what courſe 
to take, unleſs he would direct me. He 
told me with great tenderneſs, that let 
it de what it would, I ſhould not let it 
trouble me, for wil would. Pee me 
from all the world. 5 

I then 
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= Y I then began at a diſtance, and told 
* bim ] was A aid the ladies had got ſome 
h | ſecret information of our correſpond- 

| F * .ence; for that it was eaſy to ſee, that 
© 1 their conduct was very much changed 
„towards me, and now it was come to 
d that paſs, that they frequently found 
1 fault with me, though I never gave 
3 them the leaſt occaſion: that whereas, 
f I 1 uſed always to lay with the eldeſt ſiſter, 
S = I was lately put to lay by myſelf, or 
with one of the maids; and that I had 
| = over-heard them ſeveral times talking 
very unkindly about me; but that 
which confirmed it all, was, one of the 
ſſervants had told me, ſhe:had heard 1 
Vas to be turned out, and that it was not 
ſafe for the family, that Iihould be af 
longer in the houſe. 

He ſmiled when he heard all thin and 
I afked him, how he could make fo 
light of it, when he muſt needs know, 
if there was any difcovery, I was un- 
done for ever? and that even it would 
burt him, tho? not ruin him, as it would 
me: I upbraided him, that he was like 
all the reſt of the ſex, that when they 
had the character and honour of a wo- 
man 
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man at their mercy, oftentimes made it 
their jeſt, and at leaſt looked upon it as 
a trifle, and counted the ruin of thoſe, 
they had had their will of, as a ching of ii 

no value. 
He ſaw me warm 1 ſerious, nd 4 
he changed his ſtile immediately. He 
told me, he was ſorry, 1 ſhould have 
ſuch a thought of him; that he had 
never given me the leaſt occaſion for it, 
but had been as tender of my reputa- 
tion, as he could be of his own; that A 
1 


he was ſure our correſpondence - had 
been managed with fo much addreſs, NH 
that not one creature in the family had 
ſo much as a ſuſpicion of it; that if he 
ſmiled when I told him my thoughts, it 
was at the aſſurance he lately received, 
that our underſtanding one another, 
was not ſo much as gueſſed at; and 
that when he had told me how much 
reaſon he had to be eaſy, I ſhould ſmile 
as he did, for he was very certain, it 
would give me a full-datisfa&tion. | 
This is a myſtery I cannot endex- 
and; ? ſays I, or how it ſhould be to 
my ſatisfaction that I am to be turned 
out of doors; for if our correſpondence 
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3s not diſcovered, I know not what elſe 
I have done to change the countenances 
of the whole family, or to have them 
t treat me as they do now, who formerly 
= uſed me with ſo much tenderneſs, as 
if had been one of their own chil- 
den. FR 
e Why look you, Letty,” ſays he, 
d 4 that they are uneaſy about you, is 
t, true; but that they have the leaſt ſu- 
- * fpicion of the caſe as it is, and as it re- 
it 3 fpedts you and I, is fo far from bein 
d true, that they ſuſpect my brother; . 
> in ſhort they are fully perſuaded he makes 
love to you: nay, he has put it into 
their heads, for he is continually banter- 
ing them about it, and making a jeſt of 
himſelf. I confeſs, I think he is wrong 
to do ſo, becauſe he cannot but ſee it 
vexes them, and makes them unkind to 
you; but it 1s a ſatisfaction that they do 
not ſuſpect me, and I hope this will be 
to your ſatisfaction too.” | 
So It is,” ſays I, one way, but 
this does not reach my caſe at all, nor is 
this the chief thing that troubles me, 
though I have been concerned about 
that too.” What is it then?“ ſays he. 
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With 17525 I fell into tecrs. He ſtrove 
to pacify me all he could, but, began at 
laſt to be very preſſing upon me to tell 
him what it was. I anſwered, that I 
thought I ought to tell him, and that 
he had ſome right to know it; beſides, 
J wanted his direction i in the cas; for I 
was in ſuch perplexity, that I knew not 
what courſe to take: and then I related 
the whole affair to him. I told him, 
how imprudent his brother had man 
ed, in making himſelf ſo publick ; for 
that if he had kept it a ſecret, as ſuch a 
thing ought to have been, I could but 
have denied him poſitively, without 
giving any reaſon for it, and he would 
in time have ceaſed his ſolicitations ; 
but that ke, Had the vanity, firſt, to.de- 
pend upon it that I would. not deny him, 
and then had, taken the freedom to tell 
his reſolution of having me to the 
whole houſe. .. 

5 told him how far 1 had: refited kim, 
an how ſincere, and. 1 bis of- 
fers were 3 « But, fays+1; -< my caſe 
will be doubly ard 5 for as they car- 
| ry it ill to me Bon, Eg he deſires 


io e me, they will carry it worſe ins 
* 


C0 ²˙¹̃ i .. 
c Pre int rn NN nn A MN 
; 2 > 33 a 


Ne ee 
8 »y; ES 1 


3 
o fs Pd. 
DAR ot ee Pepe. 


25 r 

ot att W 

oy * 2 r 

. * - ct RE 
* 


e bt 
INF 9 3 ET es 
„% ͤͤ ͤ K Coe 3 


ry n * o 


is 
2 I'S 
. | 
Ws 
—— 
* 4 
8: 


1 * 
DE en 


_  vulearly called Moll Flanders. 27 
they Thall find I have denied him; and 
they wall preſently ſay, * There is ſome- 
thing elſe in it,“ and then out it-comes, 
that I am already married to ſomebody. 
elſe,” or that I (would never” refuſe * a 
match ſo much above me.“ 

This diſcourſe ſurpriſed him: he col 
me, it was a critical point for me to 
manage, and he d1d not ſee which way I 


ſhould get out of it; but he would con- 


ſider of it, and. let me know the next 
time we met, what reſolution he was 


come to about it; and in the mean 


time, deſired I would not give my con- 
fent to his brother, nor yet give him a 
a flat denial, 2. to hold arias in ſu- 
Peng. EY N 


1 ſtirted at His: 155 ying, I ſhould not 
give him my Coane: I ſaid, he knew 


very well I had no conſent to give; that 


he had engaged himſelf to marry me, 
and my conſent was at the ſame time 
engaged to him : that he had all along 


told me I was his wife, and I looked 


upon myſelf as effe&tually ſo, as if the 
ceremony had paſſed; and it was from 


| his own mouth that I did ſo, he having 
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=all along perſuaded me to call myſelf 3 
his wife. AF 
„ Well, my dear love, don't: be con- 
cerned, if I am — your huſband, I will be 
as good as a huſhand to you; and do not 
let thoſe things trouble you now, but let 
me look a little farther into this affair, 
and I ſhall be able to. ſay more next 
time we meet.“ 
_ He pacified me as well as ne could 
with this: but J found he was very 
thoughtful, and though he was ver 
kind to me, and kifled me often, yet he 
offered no more all the while we were to 
gether, which was above two hours, 
and which I much wondered at, conſi- 
dering what opportunity we had... | 
His brother did not come from Lon- 1 
don for five or ſix. days, and it was two 
days more before he got an opportunitx 
to. talk with him; but then getting him 
by himſelf, he began to talk very cloſe 
to him about it: and the ſame evening 
he repeated the ſubſtance of their diſcourſfſe 
to me, which as near as I can remember 
was to the purpoſe following: he ſaid, he 
had heard ſtrange news of him, ſince _ 428 
went that he made love to Mrs. Well 1 


j- LB. £6 £ + 
r Eo 


: 


| vulgarly called Moll Flanders. 29 
XZ « Well,” ſays his brother, a little an- 
XZ grily, and what then? What has 
any body to do wien it? Nay,” ſays 
hais brother, don't be angry Robert, I 
don't pretend to have any thing to do 
with it, nor do I pretend to be angry 
with you; but I find they do concern 
* - themſelves about it, and that they uſe 
the poor girl ill, which 1 ſhould take 
ZZ as done to myſelf. Who do you mean 
by They,” ſays Robert. I mean my 
mother, and the girls,“ ſays the-elder _ 

brother. 5 3 5 

« But hark ye, are you in earneſt, 
do you really love the girl? you may be 
free with me, brother.“ Why then,” 
fays Robert, I. will be free with you. 

I do love her above all the women in the 
world; and I-will have her, let them ſay 
and do what they will. I believe the 

girl will not deny me.“ | 

lt ſtruck me. to the heart when he 
told me this: for though it was moſt ra- 
tional to think I would not deny him, 
yet I knew in my conſcience 1 muſt de- 
ny him, and I ſaw my ruin in my being 
obliged to do fo ; but I knew it was my 
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buſineſs to talk otherwiſe chen, fol; ins 
 terrupted, him. in his ſtory. © : = 
Os Ay !”.faid 1, * does he "(ink F can 
|" SSRN EIT RL 
1 0 "Wal, my dear,” ” ys he,” "ee: but let 
me give you the Whole ſtory as it 3 
1 Fa MA wr FL? 
"Then" he went on and, ofa Wes of 
© he replied, © But e you know 
ſhe has Folbiog,: and you may have j 
* --veral ladies with good fortünes.“ 
is no matter for that,” ſaid ober, 
love the girl; and 1 Will never 15 le 
mx. ocket | in marrying, and not ple aſe 
my fancy.” and ſo, WY dear, added He : 
_there 1 is 0 oppoling hi 
. . Yes... es,“ lays 1, yy 1 al 17 I 
"can oppoſe him: 1 have learn'd to lay 
No now, tho' I bad; not. 1 irgt it before ; 
| ok; the beſt Jord in | rhe land ted me 
1 a Hs 1 could, + l Very. cheartully ay ; 
ED O tO. 6 on T0 | 
Pg «Wal, but 8 dear,” 7 | 198 h 6 What | 
00 . Tay 16 10 him?” ou know,” 1 


id when. We, 98 of 1 it "before, 
t "ill "alk A FED! —— 0” 
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= Ka, all he family wall wonger what 
the meaning of it ſhould be.“ ee 
Why, Hays 1, filing, d“ Tea op" 
all ng 7 50 at poke by telling 
Him, and them too, that am 8 | 
already to his N brother.“ i 

He ſmiled 1 00 at 'the wor” 
but 1 uld ſee ſtartled? him, 5 15 7 


4 info, Rect be retbrned, . Why, : 1 

that may Fe in forge 125 BY 
25 ona you. 192 but ! in jeſt whel HOY 
talk k 


n 4 


King Fr ch an anſwer, as. i 


1 may n It, Je: con niknt ol 0 00 


 _ coungs IND HOY DYE 

1 dis c 35 bye Wt 51 pl e ce I 
am not if" Tod s of DRY chat ot 
- come or,” w without your: N 3 

But What theh cap you” Kay to, 
kim, or to them,“ ſays 12 Cech When 
; they fin 3d you” poſitive 4 0 4 match, 
; Which woma, be a pparently fo. mych, at 
_ peut vanity bo © 3 + 
py; SY © oog abe at 4 


BF I ach nöt obliged. to give 


If reaſon? at all: on the. other 


Hang, F may tell then, 75 am marr 
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be a full ſtop too to him, for be can 
have no reaſon to alk me one queſtion 
5 after 3 wy... 
Ay,” fas be, « bat the whole 
| houſe will teize you abont it, even to my 
father and mother; and if you deny them 
politively, they will be diſobliged at 
you, and ſuſpicious beſides,” _ 
Wp,“ fays I, « what can 1 do? 
What would you haye me do? I was in 
ſtrait - ehough before, and, as 1 told 
you, I was in perplexity before, and ar- 
qu uainted you with the - circumſtances, 
at I mig ht have _—_ WB 
« My « dear,” ſays he, I have been 


: conſidering very mock; upon it. v ͥl 


may be ſures and though it is a piece 
of advice that has a great many morti- 


fications, in it to me, and may at firſt 


ſeem ſtrange to you, yet, all things con- 
fidered, 1 ſee no better way than to let 
him 1 and if you find bim in 
marry him.“ a 

I gave him a look full of e at 


tho words, and turning pale as death, = 


was at the very point >. finking down 
out of the chair I ſat in: when givi " | 
+ fart, 2 My. dear”, fps he, aloud, | 


1 * what 


vulgarly called Moll Flanders 23: 
< vhat is the matter with you? Where 
are you going ?” and a g_ many ſuch I 
things; and with jogging and callit 
to me, fetched me a lietle to myſelf, 
though it was a" good while* before * 
fully recovered my ſenſes; and was not 
able to ſpeak for ſeveral minutes after. 
When I was fully recovered he be- 
gan again. My dear,“ ſays he, © what - 
made you ſo ſurpriſed at-what I ſaid? T*. 
would have you conſidet:ferioufly: of it : - 
you may ice plainiy hom the family - 

„and they would be ſtark mad if 
it was my caſej-as it is my brother's - 
and for oughit I ſee, ir would de ar 
R an N- 

as. 15 
171 are all your lr 8 
to he ſhaken by the diſlike of the fat. 3 
hy Did I not always obje; 
your and you made light of it, — — 
you! were/tbove, id would not vaude: 
; Exch and aaa your love and the 3 
W your on, 8 
He continued perſettiy calm, notwith- ; 
ſtanding all my vweproaches, and 1 was 
e 1 „— * 
3 40 


WS 


\ 


PM 


laſt, My; dear Ichave not broken one 
Would marry vou hen Las came to 
my eſtate: but you ee my father is a 
hail-healthy man, o and may le theſe 
thirty years ſt ill. and not be: older than 
ſeveral are roun 3 the town and 
Jou never propoſed my martying you 
ſooner, becauſe you: — it wr | 
my ruin :] andyas: to all che reſtzo1 have 
not failed you in any thing, you Hawe 
Wanted for nethinge a f wi yam vor 
I could not deny acwordtuf this, hand 
had nothing toi ſay e to: ita in tgeneral a 
But Mhyo then,“ as A, can you. 
perſuade me to ſuchoarhburid. ſtep /a. 
leaving you, ſince ydu have nat left 
we? Will, you allow no affectiom, ng 
love on my ſide, whete there as hen 
ſo much on yours d Have II af you | 
no returns ? {Have L ginemng tactics | 
Kn being tied to yawn boncis t 
. ſtrong to * dor 10 y3iÞt 01 
Bur hem, mi dear gans be Shou | 
may come into a. ſaſafſtatton, landzappeatt 
Vich honour, and} with ſplemgn at m 
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apy the bet dregeß of chat ue haue 


done,,. pay be Wrapt, up in an eternal 
1 e as bf it, had pever. happened. 
Ic ſhall always have my reſpect, we. 
my ing oe only then it hall 


bs Naftel ae perfectly, Mats = r. 
IN Hers. gs, 
nay 70 5 WY) e "Pg cherer he 


brother, yov Mal be we 
ſto * a 
_- YR man * your. dear Wu, you 
qi 99 5 ſaid, if, you had gone on, 
and might a5 well have laid it; but 
I, 1% you; howeyer, 1 deſixe you, 
to, gf RET: the diſcourſes... you, haye. 
had: with: > and the pains. you have 
uade me to believe myſelf. 
an honeſt woman; that Las your wife 
intentionally, though - not in the eye of. 
the world; and chat. it was as effectual 
a Marriage. that had paſſed between us, 
as. if vie Rad een publickly wedded in 
the church. Lou know, and cannot but 
1 remember that. thele have Been. 1 n 
words to me. 
0 He ſtanding, motionleſs: ton. a 9 
e's Teplyings: 1 proceęded thus: 
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theſe perſuaſions without a love not wo 
be queſtioned, not to be ſhaken again 
by any thing that could happen af. 
terward: if you have fuch diſhohoura- 
ble thoughts of me, 1 muſt aſk y 
What foundation in any of my beha- 
viour have 1 'given for ſuch a ſuggeſtion? 
If then I have yielded to the impor- 
tunities of my affection ; if I have been 


perſuaded to believe that 1 am really 


| wh wife, ſhall 1 now give the lie to all F 
thoſe * and calt myſelf your, 


miſtreſs And will you transfer me to 
your brother? can you transfer my af. 


fection t Egan you bid me ceaſe loving 
| and Bid me love him? is it in my 
Power, think'you, to 17 5 ſuch a . | 


-at demand ? No, Sir, depend upon 


it is impofſible; and whatever if on 
_ teration on your ſide ' may 1 I wilt 
ever be true; and I had 41 rather, 


ſince it is come to this _ length, 
be a miſtrefs to you, than a wife to your 
brother.” 5 

Hes 


| the impreſſion of this difcourſe; and told 
me he had not been unfaithful in any. 
5 8 2 
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but there were ſo many terrible things 
preſented themſelves to 15 view in the! 
affair before me, and on my account in 
particular; that he had thought of the 
other as a remedy: ſo effectüal, as no- 
thing could come up to it: that E 
f thought this would not be. an entire 
parting us, but we: might love as friends 
all our days, and perhaps with more 
ſatisfaction, than we ſhould in the ſitoa- 
tion we were now in, = things might 
happen: he durſt fay, L could not ap- 
prehend any thing from Con as to be- 
traying a ſecret, which could not 
be the deſtruction o us both, if it ca 
out: he had but one 10 To aſk of 
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| gative, e 9 18 Lac "Think e 
was the only ſtep I hy n 


I gueſſed at ſton teten | 
namely, whether 1 : ture ' 1 121 
wich child? As to that, I told 1 75 4 | 
need not be ge e | 
was not with chic. WIH 
dear, ſays he, 10 e W 
talk farther now; 1 1 Be] 
chin IO: about * 1 cannot. but be 
| of 
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At bb qpinion till, eFhat it will. 2 79 

_ beſt. cu e vou can, take: and With. 1 

We. leave, and the, more. ; 7 

"199, tis at and liſtefs ringipg at the 

ERR Juſt. at, the moment, ihe, He, ll 
Alen Ns $105 

t me in. rl bock confuſion 


5 Ha: 9 Aa. be Y 
5 e Wh the, pot Hh, the 
5 Week 1 bat no opportunity. 1 


Sunday after, whe 
ol! a a not, 0. 10 79 
s come . excuſ Fil aid 1 5 


1003 They: 19 2 x 
1155 WN With me an hour 2 nds 4 


hy we fell into the ſame argu⸗ 
7 2 over again, Fre at leaſt ſo 5 the 
lame, as it Von 0 Urpoleę to 
| t 755 ug 1 A 1 05 by at DNS 
"x PM 15 . 1 mult, Re of me, 
eu ret Fig wld-ſo much 7 
a$encertaln a th + ie lying. with two. 
* brothe . pond 1 Yor bim it could 


75 * en. Wag to tell me. 
- 5 99 Var | 
e hg, could 


| we again, than . 
Wd; neyer Enrerta) 39,2 f 
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© hin and therefore: lil ae 4 


he had any affection: left fon mes that he! 


1 would ſpeak nos more of nit, 01 chat he: 
Vvould draw his ſword and kill me. de 


_ appeared: ſurpriſed, ati; 0p) ob{tingoyy a Ai 
he Called Zit. Fa 1b was un kindþeo/ 


myſelf and unbeind t hicnz in ith; that it) 
was a criſis unigaked ton, pom us eth, 
and impoſſible for, cithet᷑ ot u to fore- 


ſte s but that dhe did nt Kno any ather 


= waytofavensfrom thunzantbitheretbre: 
= _ he:thought/ ito [theuhdrelwinkirhts; but - 
= chit if be muſt Jay:no:mare ofoig;camey 

he added, ich gn unuſuhlł cokineſs;/ than - 
ele we had 


beldid not know arly;tHing! 
do «alk of zwand rbierup tot take his 
_ Kaye. I roſe up tog asfif WHthche ſangel 


indifferenci : but; hen he gdmexogiun 


br rmenas]tolwerec partng>kils,.liburk dut 
_ mrobfuch mw paſſion Jofcrhiogyitbat tho? 
E-wouldihavei ſpoke; bicouldi notz>antk 
_ only; preſfing his kran, f Emed ra give 
_ himbbeadieuy;burtrmoredvebgmentizo> ds; 
He was, fenſi h md 


n bind 441 — me alls a ne 
ces of my! jpaſſiniy yubiit fillviargridetns 
ne cep d n. 50 e 
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| had, and which I had. always built my 


; hopes upon of having him one day for 
e ITheſe things oppreſſed my: ; 


- only ſtrenthuni 


Z t maintain the 
eee better: but was fo 
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the while inviting that if J did refuſe, 


he would notwithſtanding provide for- 
me ; but letting me plainly ſee, that he 


wobld decline me as à miſtfeſs; making 


ita point of hondur not to lie with the 


voman; that, for ought he knew, might. 
come tobe his brother's wifſde. 
Phe loſs of him as a galant was not 


ſo much my affliction, as the loſs of his 


petſon, WD I loved to diſtraction; 


and: the loſs of all the expectations 5 


mind. o much: that I Hell very ill: the 
agonies of my mind, threw; me into * 


high fever und long it Was, that none 
in the family expected meito: lvo. 


It was intar fie weeks that I kt my 
bed: and:though the violence of myfever = 
abated in three weeks, yet it ſeveral times 
returned 4 and che ph * 


or ne, bus thax they muſbleave x na- 
tute e 8 to * 1 it out: 
4 After the end 5 


weak, 


247 | 
a 


— 


vulgarly called Moll Flanders. 41 


weak, fo- altered, ſo melancholy, and 
recovered ſb ſlowly, that they apprehend- 
ed mould go into a conſumption; and. 
which vezed me moſt,. they gave it as? 
their opinion, that my mind. was op- 
preſſed, that ſomething troubled me, 
and in ſhort, thar I was in love. Upon | 
this, the whole houfe was ſet upon me 
to examine me, and to preſs me to tell 
whether I was in love or not, and with 
* but 1 denied my being in love 
at all. VVV 
They had on this occaſion a little 
| Darrel one day about me, that had like: 
to have put the whole family in an up- 
roar, and for ſome time did ſo, They: 
happened to be all at table, but the fa-- 
ther; as for me I was ill, and in my 
chamber: at the beginning of the talk, 
which was juſt as they had finiſhed their: 
dinner, the old lady, who had ſent me- 
WH ſomething to eat, called her maid to go» 
BB vp, and aſk. me if I would. have any; 
more; but the maid [brought down 
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Alas,“ ſays the old lady,” ee that door 

_ ir 1 5 afraid, ſhe "wilt never 4 
well?! * I JR tw ee 

_ oo Welle 15 ys the elder — 9 

2 . how mg Mrs.” Je 577 de well; ; 45S 


"nt is e | AT ab e "oY 
and in her hearing too, that; it has turn- 
"edi the bereature's Rent = believe, "and 
"who knows What poſſelſions may follow 
ſueh doings? for my part Ido hot 
5 beo what anger e. 
. Why; fiſtet, you muſt achtes lege 
"is 15 roſy: handſome, 9: bas the elder 
brother. 8 5 
i Tana 4 Pier ded} hier | 
; chan You, fiſter;” ſays Robert; 4 and that 
FF r 
Wein ben, that is nor the Auel. 
5 | tions ſays his filler; the girl is well 
1 W and ſhe knows if; ſhe need not 
: Ka. told 7195 it to Ay her 1 A 
„„ Bet nnd Se 
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N * not talking of her en 

: 520 4 18 Th 5 755 der 155 17 ig 2-4 Rep 
bern Tove : 5 it May” be Te: is In 40 

with beffelk, 7 n think 


4 
Y Sophia dhe wha in "love wich FY , 
E ert, 1 would. quickly bot he her 
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f bt do yau den 109, 8 ſays " 
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bh 55 11670 e St he Wogd 1 
fy i Wanted r 685 ould you take 
A creature that has "4 1 a 2 855 at. in th | 
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had half he | 
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7 Letty is" Bak. 167 E. iy II rothe 185 
ä "wonder. He We 11 5 
: her 15 ee obey Br fa No. wats | 
5 cc They th: el A ien 87 * — — 

A e Robert ke A ohe 8 1 
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| Apen, and aid lie were come ”— 
0 paſs; that it was time the wench - 
was out of the family; and but that ſhe 
Was not fo be. e out,. ſhe hopec 
her father and mother would conſider « 
it, a8 ſoon as ſhe could be removed. 
Robert replied, that Was buline for | 
| cke maſter and miſtreſs of the family, 
who were not to be taught 1 one chat 
Had fo e Juden 3 as” his 7 cen 


After, 4 
It rar up a 4 great deal . the. 
filter fcolded, Robert rallied: and ban- 
tered. hut I Joſt ground by it extreamly 
in the family. I heard of it, and I cried 
 heamily:- and the-old.lady came came up to- 
me, lomebody having told. her: that 1 
& was ſo muob concerned about it. Icom 
to her, that it was very hard 
the dactors ſhould. paſs. ſuch . a cenſure 
upon me, for which They had ho ground; 
and. that it was ſtill harder, condriing - 
N — I was under in che 
. 


Sata hes: 1 hoped. 1 I had. . no- 
thing to leſſen her eſteem for me, or 
given any oacafion for the bickering be- 
tween her ſons and daughters; and I 
had more aced-to;think of a. coffin than 
of being in love, and begged ſhe would 
not let me ſuffer in peak 5-1 for ** 
ody's miſtakes but m if 
She was ſenſible. * the ap 44" 908 of whar 
| Laid. but tald Fe fince there was: ſuch 
a, clamour among them, and that her 
227 aw talke 1 ſuch a catthng 
Way asche did; deſired I would be 
| SD bf tb her, as to anſwer her one 
queſtion ſincerely. I cold. her 1 would, 
and with the utmaſt plainneſs, and fince- 
ſts . Why then the queſtion was, whe- 
bee e eee 
g's told her with all the 
. ah a that I was..a 
to make „that there was not, nor 
yer. had been. 1 bold her, that Mr. 
Robert had rattled and, jet 
knew it 7 6 his way, and that I 
f 125 8s. | 4 R to be 
airy. way of diſcourſe that had no 
ſigniſication in it: . again aſſured her, 


chat there was not . laſt . 
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the underſtood by it between us; and 
obe who had 9 ſo hid done me 


at deal of Nrong, and Nr Robert 


o ſervice. 72 2 * 4 2 $55 LF 7624 294 [F393 v4 7 


== Tally + . fully fitisfied, and 

ele chcarfülly to mes bid 
— Ee carte 2 my health, and want for 
nothing, and d took her leave: but 


Then ſhe came be, ſhe found If 


brother and "all Eis ftcrs" together b 
dle Lars: ihey were an ede 
on, at his upt fading t 33 Cir 
ing Hemely, arid having ng never 
any TweatHeart, ne ver having led 
Me Geſtion, and their Veit ls 9 
Wine ro ale firſt” He" a, "chew | 
vpe. ie Weder oN. Led; 
 Sreffy, hom gosdenbmpurech 5 
_ Tung better tan They did it Jane 
Becker, and ae Ie "Hat ndfor 


ae thing that, co 

Aug indeed, was fro?" 

- The®619 "Tidy" e t 

3 d to Put à fto 0 it,! — 
Mi thi AK ſhe had had! with tht 4 

[19% ke 18 e, cre,” ſays Rober 

er ik 1 MMA ö 


— 


. J 20 51171 21 Lei T 2 | 
1 . called, Moll Flanders. n 


tween us, we ſhould be cloſer together er” 
than we afe: I have told ber loved. 
her, hut I could never make tlie jade 

believe I Was in earneſti! “T mn ro 
1 do not know how yd ſhould,” 
ſays his mother, , nobody in their 

ſohſes could believe youlwere in earneſt, 
to talk ſo to a poor girl, whkoſe bir. 
cumſtances vou know ſo well. But 
prithee ſon,” added fig , finceriydu- 
tell me that voni could Hot make her 
believe you were in earneſt, what: muſt 
uf believe about it for yu ramble 
in your diſcourſe, chat nobody knows 
whether you are inreargeſttor: in jeſt: 
but as I find the girl by:your own _ 
feſſibn has hfwetads truly c with © 
would do ſo too, and tellomt Weriou 5 
fo that I. may depend. upon it 3s there 
any thing in it or no? Are ye in 
earneſt or no? Are yd diſtracted, in- 
deed. on are you not? Itiista weig bit 

queſtion, and! wiſh vo- males 
tal about it. 145 Din n 

238 Faith, madam? ſays Nobertz let it 
is in vain to minge [the! matter, or tell 


any lies about it. I am in earneſt. 5 | 1988 


Mrs. LEY would ſay ſhe loved me, 
CU 


_ 
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and that the would marry me, 1 would 
have her t0-moreow mornin Tet 
„ Well,” ſays the mot er, © then 
ere in one ſon loſt; and ſhe ſaid it in 
_ a very mournful tone, as one greatly 
conce med at Wa: 1753 5 
L bope not, mad fays Robert; 
4 no man is loſt, when a good wife has 
Sound bim 
Why, but on,” ar. the old lady, 
2. *ſhe3s a beggar.” 
„Why then, nden the bias the 
more need of charity: 1 will take her 
pepe bend g and ſhe 
- and I will beg t 
It is bad Jelking aith ſuch things,” 
toys the mother. 
15 40 d ede - ops Robert: 
We will come and beg your pardon, 
8 e ns. 20 7 and my fa- 
This is all out of e way!) fon,” 
ſays the mother; ene are in earneſt 
Son a undone.” 
1 am afraid not,” ſays tis, ier rem 
feully afraic ſhe will not have me, after 


_ 5 9 c 5 ge 1 3 1 


5 
o 


 bieve 


ai . 
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believe mall never be able to ware 4 


her to ia” + dien 214 e 1 9} 167 Ar 
„That is a king tale, indeed; ſhe is 


not ſo far out of her ſenſes; neither. 


Lent is no fool,” ſays the youngeſt. if- 


950 Do you think ſhe; has learned to 


295 No, any more than other people? 


e No, Mrs. Mirth-wit;” ſays Ro- | 


bert, « Mrs. Letty's no fool; but Mrs. 


Letty may, be Engaged dome! other way, * 
and what then?“ i e 


„ ſays the eldeſt ſiſten, e 


can ſay nothing o that; Who 5 80 Alt it 


be to chen? She is never out. 


ic muſt de between. hon, „ e, 
„ have nothing to ſay to that, {oj | 


Robert, J have been examined enpygh 
there is my were if ! it mu 
be between us, go to work with bim.“ 
„This ſtung 8 


kept himſelf from ning diſturbed. 
*  Pritheey;, Tays. be, 


am your ſtories off, upon me, 


To deal.in-no.ſuck warez I have no- 
8 9 ue, Mtg B. bor FOO: "+ 
oe 


E © 1341021 A Fe q 


«elder: eee 2; 


quick, and gs concluded that Robert 
had diſcovered ſomething : however, he 


d. n 


; » 
G 
* 9 9 " 
a „ : . 
ms 4 — NE — —— ̃ Q ⏑—— a V 3 — — — x 
* nally re ls 
-_ w : — . _— 94 — > ar - — — - 4 as - | 
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uf ehe Mis Letties in the pariſn 3 and 
with that he roſe up and went away! 1500 
Nen fays the eldeſt Tifter! “ are 
anſwer! for him; my brother, I know, 
knowetherworld betten 
© hus the diſcourſe ended; but it left 
the elder brother quite confbunded: 
ooncluded his brother Robeft had made 
a full diſcovery,” arid/he-began*to doubr, 
been concerned in it, or 
not; but with all his management, he 
Eould not bring it about to get at ine; 
ut zaſtz de bras o per plex J chkt he 
was quite Geſperate, and reſolved” he ; 
would come into my chamber and ſee 
me; whatever came of it: in order t 
this he contrwedd it ſo, that one ay 1 
ter dinner, watching his eldeſt ſiſter, till 
he could, ſee her * o ſtairs: he runs 
after her: Siſter, fas he, here 


s dhis ſick gie thay not a body fee 


4 her?“ WIA 12 3 3 isse Ba ; 
en guys the / Liſter, ppt believe 

hay)" bur let me $0 re a hittle, 
i nd I Will tell you.” 18 Ft JGT; SES. 
So me den bp ie de door, hd gave 


19. 


6 Mall-Rladers & 


2 you gk come if n Bee 
+ N > fa s he, 47 f E r as he 
came Felt fs} is e og, that 


is lng .How do gol. Let 


+ WY OL gn: 
1. would have got up out of m 


: chair, but was ſo Mak I eould not, oa, 
he ſaw it and fis ſiſter too and ſhe ſaid, - 


Come, do nqt ſtrive o ſtand up; my 
brother d deſires 0 e Fern 


0 Wea K. 


LR: yy. FR 


himſelf down in a 


thi hr 1 me, 0 appeared as 


kralked a IE 9 5 , and'to 


bene es of ne gn. ſometimes 
another, on pu 0 en pe hers 


5 ga SHOW. 2 then, would turn it 


upon old ſtory, directing it to me. 
= EFoor Mes 8. Eto, it is a lad thing 


1 Phe in love; * Mets has. re "I ed 403 


Ka 8 laſt 1. ſpoke | a Jitle; 1 am” glad 
Fr vou 10 7 Sir, bat | ink 
or might. have. 0 Ome- 

thing better to d than W his 


D 2 game 


no other diſtemper, I know't 


f me. 25 
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game at his patient: if T had bech ill Gf 


too well to have let him 8 
0-95" e103. 21 5136 WW.” X65, 


2 ber proverb r- Abs he a 91 1 


4 remember 1 it NOW. I. 


as Jon ed bloom n 

Where Love is che cafes. gd. 

<1 4 The Doctor's an aſs, 1 +1 
Isn not li it; Mrs. L. Letty * Fed 
I ſaviled; and Taid goth bd 
< Nay,” ſays 72 *. 15 think t 


Le 


nas roved it to be ehe e rats — 4 
the doctor has been e "to 7 But 
little ſervice, you men 1 5 fowly' they 


7 


irs. Letty. “ 
1 ſmiled will fad, % No, hae, 


4 ſay: 1 doubt there 1 is dead 1 it to | 


fo gf 43 LIC 1 


Sit, that is none of my diſtemper. 1 


We had a deal of ſuch diſcourſe, and 


ſometimes other that ſignified as little; 


by and by he aſked me to fing them a 


ſong; at which 1 ſmiled, and Raid, « N = 
| dne days are over.“. 
FRE t laſt he aſked me, if be ſh6uld 


the believed 3 it e hurt * and 


0 upon his flute to me. His ſiſter 


« 
4 


/ - 
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that my kead could not bear it. 1 


dowedt and ſaid, No, it would not 
hurt mee vio; 107 %% Dons * 1 . 


Then his ſiſter ſaid, 166: Do then} bro: ; 


ther... A+ 5 1 en 8 


e un he p ee e e 


his/choſer,:® Dear ſiſter, ſays he, 1 


am very lazy, do, ſtep to my cloſet 
and fetch my flute; it hies in ſuch a 


drawer,” namingoa place where be was 


fare it waz not, r hotþ's be ſome 1 


time lee for it. 


As ſoon a8 ſhe was Fe e he related ; 
the difcourſs his brother had about me 
and! his own concern about it, which: was 
the reaſdn of his contriving this viſit to 


— 


me. I aſſured him, I had never opened 
my mouth either to his brother, or! to 


any body elſe : 1 told him the dreadful 


exigence I was in; that my love to him, 
and his offering to have me forget that 


affection, and remove it to another, had 
thrown:meidown; |. and that I had a thou- 


fand times wiſhed: 1 might die, rather 
than recover, and to 5 the ſame cir- 


eummſtances to ſtruggle with as I had be- 
fore ; and that this backwardneſs to life, 


| had! been rhe great reaſon of the ſlow- 
E D 3 nefs 


> — ——— — . ———— Os eo —— — 


We. 
_ tieſs of abends indie fore- 


ver ſee his brother again up 


3 - 'S : 1 * x, > CE, 
Ark; 9 


ſaw, tliat as ſoon as I was well, I muſt quit 
the family: and as for marrying his bro- 


| ther, I abhorted the thaugnits of it, after 


what had been my caſe with him, and 
that he might depend upon it, I would me- 
n. that ſubs 
ject: that if he duld brea All qs vows 
and daths and engagements with mes 
be that bet een: ig cogſdience and hib 
hondur, and hinrſelf: bythe ſhould nes 


ver be able to ſay, that πh˙⁰οs he had 


perſuaded. to call? myſelf his wife, and 
who had given him 1 t liberty to uſe 


me as a wife, was not as faithful to him 


as a wife ought to be, atever he might ; 
be ta me.. Bat . iel otlle I 07 
He was going to reply, bade id, 
that he was ſorry I cduld not be pers 


ſuaded, and was going to ſay more, hut 
de heard his ſiſter a coming, und ſo did 


I; and yet I forced out theſe few e words 


as a reply. that I could never be perſuad- 


ed to love one brother, and marry ano- 
ther. He ſhook his head and faid, 
Then I am ruined,“ meaning himſelf; 


and that moment his ſiſter entered the 
room, and told — IRE 


* 
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the flute. “ Well,“ ſays he, merrily, 
« this Jazineſs. won'r! dog” ſo he gets up 
and goes himſelf to look 1 t, but 
comes back Aang it too; not but that 
he could have found it but becaufe his 
mind was diſturbed, and hei had no mind 
to play z and beſides, the errandt he iſent 
his! ſiſter upoß, was anſwered; another: 


WAY 35 As he: only: wanted an opportuni- 1 


ty to ſpeak to me, Which he! gained, 
though not much to his ſatis faction... 
48] n however, a great! ideal of fa. 
tisfaction in having ſpoken my mind to 
him with freedom, and with ſuch an; 
honeſt plainneſs as I have related; md 
though it did not at all work? that 
I defired, that is to ſay, to oblige che 
perſon to me the more; yet it took 
from him all: poſlibilicy of quitting me, 
but by a down right. breach of honour i 
andi giving up all the faith, of a gentle 
man to me, which he had ſa often kn. 
gaged by, never to abandon me, but cor! 
make me his wife as ſobn as I 
his eſtate. 3 ĩ 17 ay 
It was not many meals: rinks b.. 
fore 1 was about the houſe again, and 
began to n well; hut I continurd 
0 D 4 | melan- 
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melancholy, ſilent, ' dull, and retired, 
which amazed the whole family, except- 
ing he, that knew! the feaſon of it; yer: 
it Was a great while before he took any 
notice of it, and I as backward to ſpeak 
as he, carried reſpectfully to him, but 
never offered to ſpeak a word to him, 
that was particular of any kind whatſo- 
every and this continued for ſixteen or 
ſeventeen weeks, ſo that us I expected 
every. day td b diſmiſſed the family, on 
account of the diſtaſte they had taken 
another wWay, in which 1 had no guilt, 
ſo d expected to hear no more of him, 
after all his ſolemn vows and proteſta- 
tions, but to be ruined and abandon- 
ed. ge d eien 07 ef 3617 521120 1 
At laſt 1 broke the way myſelf in tbe 
family, for my removal; for being talk- 
ing ſeriouſly with the old lady, one day. 
abuut my 'own circumſtances in the 
world; and how my diſtemper had leſt a 
heavineſs, on my, ſpirits that I was not the 
ſame thing I Was before; the old lady 
replied, 1 am afraid Letty, what I have 
ſaicꝭ to: du about my ſon, has had ſome 
influence upon you, and that you are 
melancholy on his account; pray will 


1 


nr > Il you 
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you, let, me know, how,the matter ſtands | 
with, you, both, | 


th, if it may not be im- 
proper? for as for Robert he does no- 
thing but rally and banter, when I ſpeak 


” 


of it,“ 1200 i 3:30 807 167-7 MEE 
Truly, madam, that matter ſtands 
as I wiſh it did not, and I ſhall. be very 
ſincere, with, you, whatever befalls me 
for it, Mr. Robert has ſeveral times 
propoſed marriage to me, which is what 
TR no, reaſon. to expect, my circum-. 
ſtances conlidered ; but L. have always 
reliſted, him, and, perhaps, in terms 
more poſitive then became me, conſi- 
dering the regard, J ought to have for 
every branch of your family: but, ma- 
dam, I could never ſo far forget my 
obligations to you, and all your houſe, 
to, offer, to conſent. to a thing, which I 
ROW lf. Be nee FÞ e 
this I have made my argument to him, 
and have. poſitively. told him, that I 
would neyer entertain a thought of that 
kind, unleſs. I had your conſent and his 
_ father's alſo, to whom I was bound by 
ſo many invincible obligations.” 


And is, this, poſſible, Letty ?” ſays 


dhe old lady KN you, have been juſ- 


ter 
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ter to us, than we Have been” tö your, 


Ve the ruin of my ſon; but if it be as 
you ſay, we have all wronged you great- 
Jy 5 2 . re 70 great 


the ſtory as I have told it.. 


for we haye all looked upon you as a 
Eind of a ſnate to my fon; and I had a 
propoſal to make 10 yo, for your re- 
moving, for fear of it; but I have not 
yer mentioned it 4e ze, becauſe 1 
though tyou were not thoroughly wel, 
and 1 was afraid of grieving you too 
much, left it ſhould throw vou down 
again, for we have all a feſpect for you 
Mill, though not ſo much as to have it 


57 
a * 


Pn „„ 33 LL RR CRISP, 
As to the truth of what I ſay, ma- 


"= 


he will do me 10 {i 


dam, I refer you to teu ges himſelf; if 


ce, he muſt tell you 
7 2 


Away went the old lady to her davgh- 


ters, and tells them By whole Thr „ and 
they were ſurpriſed at it, as I 1 58 
never 


they would be: one ſaid ſhe coul re 

have thought it; another fald, Robert 
was a fool; a third ſaid, ſne would not 
believe a word of it, and ſhe would 
warrant that Robert would tell the ſtory 


another way; but the old lady, ho was 


reſolved to go to the bottom of it, 158 
1 9 ore 


volgurh ended ann 1 2 


fore I could have the leaſt opportunity 15 
of acquainting him with what had paff- 
ed; reſolved too, that The would-eal 5 
ber ſon immediately, and to that Pur. 
poſe ſent for him. 
Upon his coming up to uk for N 
. were all ſtill together; e Hit! 3 
” fays the old dy, W walt 
bo oe Gitle talk with you,” 'c 
With all my heart, mddam e 
he, looking very ery merry : N W 
about a good wife; for I. Aft at a "grear | 
1016 in that affair.“ | 14 
4 How can "that bets Tays his 7 1 
ther; „did not you as Fon 8 af 
to have Letty.“ 47 
2 madam, but there "is, one has 
,, rt en ne. 
. Forbid the banns! 7 1 1 cio.” 5 
ther? * who can that Be. 
{bf Even Mrs. Letry ere ns Bo. | 
bert. 16030 fb 
How ſo?” fays his mother; have 
= aſked her the queſtion, chen? ? ; 
* Ye; indeed, "madam, 1 habe at! 
ticked! her in form five times ſince ſhe; 
was ſick,” and àm beaten off; the Jade is 
ſo ſtout, ſhe will not capitulate, nor 
; D 6 | yield 


be $3;* # OF 
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| yield upon any terms, except ſuch as 1 


e 7 ranks" up * 
12 0 yourſelf,” ſays his mother, 
am ſurpriſed! 1 do not under- 
a, 186 ; I hope you are not in earneſt,” 
But Why, madam, the caſe is plain 
enough upon me; it explains itſelf: ſhe 
Will not have 1 ſhe ſays. Is not that 
plain 3 * it is plan and 
pie een 1 
TT Well bur,” - aps the mother, you 
talk of conditions, that you cannot 
grant. What! does Ss, want a ſettle- 
ment? Her Jointure ought to be accord- 
ig to her Wh qo what fortune 
8 s the bring you ? 5 
Navy, as to * 1 Robert, 
& the is ric enough; I am; ſatished; in 


that point; but it 1s, I that am not able 
ts come up to her terms, and ſhe is po- 


ſtine, ſhe will not have me without“ 

% Madam,“ 92 the ſecond ſiſter, t i 
is impoſſible. to be ſerious with bim; he 
will never give a direct anſwer to any 
thing; you had better let him 1 5 
and talk no more of it to him; | 
know. 70 to es of her out 5 bis 


10 : 311 Ha J TF.3 262 4 Th e * „. 
s : f * x a : 
, ; ; 3 8 
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ways: if you mk chere is eADF Fog | in 
it. 0 
55 Robert was a Irie warm 2 his | 
ſiſter's rudeneſs, but he was even with 
her; and yet with good manners too. 
There are two ſorts of people, ma- 
dam,“ ſays he, turning to his mother 
„that there is no contending with; that 
is, a wiſe body and a fool; it is a little 
hard I ſhould engage with both ar "In 
together. p 

The younger ſiſter then 1 40 We 
muſt. be fools,, indeed, in my. brother's : 
opinion, that he ſhould, think we can 
believe, he has ſeriouſly.aſked Mrs. Let- 
ty to marry him, and that an has re- : 
fuſed him... * 44am {te | » 4 
Anſwer, and anſwer not, as; 'So- ; 
jomon, replied he; when your Li | 
ther had ſaid to your mother, 
had aſked her no leſs, than five: Wor 
and that it was ſo, that ſhe poſitively 
denied him, methinks a younger ſiſter 
need not queſtion the rraith, Rn her 
mother did not.. is air. 
My mother, you fre, did not un⸗ 
deritand s ſays the ſecond Mr 3 


e 14$39.4 ph tis: e Wi * 


Aa Tie Ae er Linkin an 


here is ſome difference, » ſays Roc 
ber, between deſiring me to explain 
it and telling me ſhe did not believe 
r | 
% Well; dub: fo, . lars the 010 lady? 
«if you are diſpoſed to let us into the 
vitery of it: What were "theſe hard 
eee ee e eee 07 2 ee ee 
. Ves, mean; Pl ſays Node KT 
had dene it bifote now, if the teazers 
here had not worried me by the way of 
e Lehe conditlens are, that 1 
bring in y father and you to conſent” to 
it, and Wet that, the proteſts. ſhe. 
win never ſes me ele upon that ſub- 
ject ;; and theſe conditions, as I ſaid, 1 
ſuppoſe I ſhall never be able to grant. 
1 Sey Farm fiſters will be anſwered 
nw, and Blüſhi a little; if” not, J. have 
no more ke y, till 1 Her kertber. „ 
This anſwer was ſurprifing to ther 
all, though leſs to the mother, becauſe 
of Whüt 1 had ſaid to her. As to the 
daughters they ſtood ſilent a great while; 
but the Macher ſaid with ſome warmth 
Well, Thad heard: this before, büt 
cou Id- pet believe 4t3 but F it is fo, 


Uhth we have all done . * 1 


* 
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ſhe has behaved better than _ ex. 
cted.“ Rd 746 Th > EL $4 
Per Nay,” fays the elder” alter, 800 r 
it is ſo, "ſhe has acted handſomely, in- 
deed. „„ jag 
/ confeſs,” ſays the 'riothery'® it 
Vas none of her fault; if he was fool 
enough to take a faney to hel; but to 
give ſuch an anſwer to him, Mews more 
reſpect to your father and me, than 1 
can tell how to expteſs; 1 i value 
the f girl the bettef f vl it, as ong as L 
1 het.: lag 3h oi; " 17 Arn 
eat I thall not ſays Robert; * un- 
| leſs you give your conſent.” t.. 
e will conſider of that . ſihs che 
mother: I aſſure you, if there were 
not ſome other objections, this conduct 
of her's would 4 Seat ny es being 


19 me to conſent.“ neee nen 


I im ede o duite ane 
Tm with it,“ ſays Robert; if you had as 
much thougſt about making me eaſy, as 
you have about” making! — rich, you 
Wa uld ſoon conſent Wit. 15309 5 fi 

fl 736 Why 'fon®Roberr, Lale vb really 
m Oy would You fo fain have _ 
24 s you Pretend -. arne 

5 : « Really 
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Really, madam,“ ſays he. I think 
it is hard yoy ſhould queſtion me ſo, af- 
ter all 1 have faid.;' 1 won t ſay that 1 


| will baye., ber: how: can 1 reſolve that 


itia Atkins ; 


point, when you fee I cannot have her 
without! your «conſent ?« beſides, I am 
not bound, to marry at all: but this I 
will ſay J am earneſt, in, that 1 will ner 
ver have any body elſe: {o you may de- 
termine for me, Letiy, or nobody, is 
the word; and the queſtion which of the 
two ſhall be in your. breaſt. to decide 
madam; provided Sly that my good: 
humouged). Stora) | here, Fd f RON" no 
vole-in 0,7. + 4025 # | 
„All chis was FRA PAY to me, "for. 25 

mother began to yield, and Robert preſſ- 


ed her home in it: on, the Send 


he, adviſed with the eldeſt ſon, and he 
uſed all the arguments he was walter of 


to perſude her to conſent; alledging 
his brother's paſſionate love or me, and 


21 generous regard to the family, in tre- 


fuſing my own advantages upon ſuch 


a nice point of honour, and a thouſand 
Juch; things ; and as to the father, he 
was a, man in a hurry. of public affairs, 
and getting money, ſeldom at home, 


* 


ERS | chbughthul 
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chouphtfiil of the main. chat e; b 
| all thoſe things to his Wife. 
Tou may eaſtly believe, that —— 
the plot was thats: as the nee 
broke out,, that every one ought they 
knew'how' things were pens. jt was 
not ſo difficult or ſo dangerous, for the, 
—_ brother, who "ndbody ſuſpected 
thing, to Have à freer acceſs toe . 
; the n lee?" ay, the > wecker, lien 
was juſt” as hb withed, * ropoſed it to! 
him to talk with me; for it may bes 
ſon, you may ee farther into the ins 
than ; and Ho if - you think ſhe" Has 
been ſo poſitive as Robert ſays ſhe has 
been, or 8 4149: & e c 4 
This was as Well as. he colildl with;” 
and he as it were yielding to talk with 
me at his mother's requeſt; he brought” | 
me to him into her chamber; told me 
her ſon James had ſome buſineſs with 
me, at her requeſt,” and deſireck me 00 
be very! ſincere with him; and then 
left us both together, and he went” aud 
ſhut the door after her. 
He then came and took ne! in his: 
arms and kifſed me very tenderly; but 
told me, he had A OG diſcourſe tohotÞ 
i | bach 
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and it was now come to that 
. e 1 ſhould * 8 myſelf! Rubber 
ar miſerable, as, long ag I lived; 155 
the affair was now gone þ far, I 
could not comply. with his on we 
ſhould; be; both ruined : then, he told me 
the whole, ſtory, ene been related. 
And nov, my, dear. 1 1 
e jt; will be N mary a 
4 5 on Ef ys, and. Wit! 
* whole hpuf N 4 = 
that, the; he a giye qu: and 
—— the. er ro. be ſunk in- 
5 62 7 eee 2, oma, 
th; Wa.» her reputatie N01 inch that, ; 
thou gh 1 all be a private iric to yon 
r while I; 1 Ir fl cel be peel 
always, will afraid q to. ſeg: We.. 
5 and, 01 be raid to. own yon.“ 15 
He gaye me, no time td reply, ut 
went on. wich me thus: „ What has 
happened 19 2 long as we 
both agree to d {og may, be buried and 
forgotten; I tall always, 3 lngere 
friend, without any inclination to nearer 


— 
— 2 
4 


intimacy, when you. become my ſiſter ; 


and we, ſhall. — all the honeſt part of | 


| qonyerſation. without any reproaches be- 
- £246 __.____ WEEN 


8 
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tween us, of having done amiſs; I beg 
of youtto'iconſider it, and» do not: ſtand 
in the way of your own ſafety, and proſ- 
perity and to ſatisfy you that I am ſin 
cere, I here offer you five hundred 
pounds to make you ſome amends: for 


the freedoms! I have taken with -yaus 


which we ſhalli -look--upon't as ſome of 
the follies of our: lives}; which it is hoped 
we may: repent ol A fon Livow ad 
He ſpoke this in ſo much more mov 
ing terms: than it is poſſible for me ta 
expreſs, and much greater force: of ar- 
gument than I can; repeat, that I only 
recommend it to thoſe who read m 
ſtory, to ſuppoſe, that as he: held the 
above an hour and half in that diſcourſe 
fo he anſwered my objections with all the 
arguments that human wit and art could 
JJ to 3807-079 917% 16,1 
IL cannot ſay, however, that any thing 
he ſaid made impreſſion enough upon 
me, ſo as to give me any thought of the 
matter; till he told me at laſt very plain- 

ly, that if I refuſed, he was ſorry to 
add, that he could never go on with me 
in that ſtation as we ſtood before; that 
though he loved me as well as ever, and 
R | that 


3 
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that 1 was as agrecahle to him, as ever, 
yet, ſenſe of virtue had not ſo far for- 

faken him, as to ſuffer him to take free- 
doms with a woman that his brother 
courted to make his wife; and if he 
took his leave of me, withe a, denial i in 
this affair / whatever he might do for me in 
the point of ſupport, grounded on * 

firſt engagement of maintaining me, 

. he would not have me be fu n/a a 
be was obliged to tell me he GE hot 
allow: himſelf ſuche liberties: a 
and that I could not expect it "wag 
_ virreteived this laſt part with! umme; 

. of ſurpriſe and diforder,and much 
ado, to avoid ſinking z for, indeedzc I 
loved Him -to un extra vagance, not eaſy 

to imagine ; but he perceived my diſor- 
der, he entreated me to conſider ſeriouſ- 
ly of it, aſſured me, that it was the on- 
y way to preſerve our mutual affection; 
that' in this ſtation we might love as 
friends, vrith the utmoſt paſſion, and 
with love af relation untainted, free 
from our juſt reproaches, and free from 
other peoples ſuipicions; that he ſhould 
ever acknowledge his happineſs owing to 
me; that he would be: debtur tome as 


Tar) | 0 
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Jong'as he lived, and would be paying 
that debt as long as he had breath. Thus 
 -he'wrought me up, in ſhort, to à heſi- 
tation in the matter: having the dan- 
gere ion oe fide repreſented: in lively fi- 
ures;” and, indeed, heightened: by my 
imagination of being turned out to the 
dice world a mere caſt-off miſtreſs, 
for it W no leſs, and perhaps expoſed 
as ſuch; with little to provide for my- 
ſelf; With nô friend, no acquaintance in 
the whole world, out of that town, ant 
there I οοqu not pretend to ſtay; all 
tllisl terrifſed m to the laſt degree, ani 
he took 'eare upon all occaſions to lay it 
home to me, in the worſt colours that it 
could i be poſſible! to be dran in. On 
the. other hand, he failed not to ſet 
forth the eaſy proſperous life, which.I 
was going tolwe 20 td gol 
He anſwered All that I could object 
from affection, and from former engage- 
ments, with telling me the nleceſſity that 
was before us of taking dur meaſures 
now iz and as t his prdmiſed of mar- 
riageh che nature of things, he ſaid; had 
put an end to thht, by the probability 
of my being his brothet's wife; before 
. + the 
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the time to which his promiſes all re- 
Serfed.. nod bed on en ond 26 cb 1893 
Thus in a Word, I may ſay, he rea- 
ſoned me out of my geaſon; he, con- 
quered alli my arguments, and I. bega 
4 ſee | a danger that | I. Was Ae 
chad not conſidered of before, and that 
Mas, of being dropped by both of them, 
and. left alone in the world ta ſhift for 
eigen al 6319 n 
+: He:baving:thus managed me, his, next 
pbhuſipeſs wa to manage, his mother and 
be never left her till he had brought her 
to acquieſce, and be ꝓaſſiye in the thing, 
even without acquainting his father, 
:other than by letters; ſo i that ſhe con- 
ſentedei to our marrying: W and 
Aeauing; her to manage his father after- 
rds, il 200134 3g - vir, c, dot 
Robert, having obtamed;þis-mether!s 
onſent,/:came big with the news to me, 
* | anch relateditbe whole: ſtory, with a fince- 
rity ſo viſihle, that I confeſs it grieved 
ume tonthink I Mas the aanſtruntent to 
abuſe ſo haneſt a young gentleman:; but 
there was no remedy: he wd have 
me, and I was not obliged to aequaint 
him with all I Knew, though 1 had no 
$18 * 7 other 


A 


- olga Mat Fel. 


other way. to put hien off; ſo T ws 
2 into it, to his atisfaction, an 
according] y we were married. 
It concerns the ſtoty eie Kg 
ter 950 the farther Ae e of. the fa 
| "ily, © - of jy ll ef for the five, Ears 
that I ee with my huſband; on * to 
obſerve that I had two children by him, 
and that at'the end of five years he died. 
"He bad been really a very good huſband 
to me, and we lived pe, agreeably to- 
gether; but fe hat not received much 
from chem, nt had, inthe” little tige he 
lived, acquire no great- matters, ſo 
eircumſtahces Were. not much mended 
"by the match: inc bed, I had . preſerved 
the elder brother ads to we, jp. Bay 
me veg which the; offered me 
4 to matr) his brother; 10 this, 
ith what T hat 1 f the honey, he 
formerly | gave | as, much more 
by my huſband, iy Ts we 4 widow M 
ee @ cee 
My children wer ee tak 
Pap ppily A . Fi oy, an 
ather 4 mo er fy that as . I 
iy gor by or” tha 4 112 8 
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Before my huſband died, his elder 
brother was married, and we being then 
removed to London, were written to b 
dh e old lady to come and be at the w 
ding. My huſband went; but1 pretend- 
ed indiſpoſition, and that J could not 
offibly travel, ſo I ſtaid behind; for in 

| '% py could not bear the ſight of his 

| e given to another 9 tbough 
1 10 I as, Wk 43 PAYS. him my- 
0 I was now llt look to "he world, and 

being [till young, and handſome, as FREY 

1 ſaid of me, and 1. aſſure you, 
"ought mylelf ſo, and with a tolerable 

forxune, I put no ſmall value upon my- Þ| 
elt. T was eQuried, by. e 59 ce onſider- | 
"able eee 3 and Particu arly,. ver | 

| warmly b V one, a a linen- -draper,. at whoſe 
"houſe, EL huſband 's, death, I x00 
22 lodging, his ſiſter being my acquaint- | 
ance: ” here I had All the. ad and. all | 


D 


in, company that I. 0 wid. ere. gy 
"Lalor 's ſiſter, being, an. extreme 

| ; Woman, and abt. 10 muck miſtreſs De der 

"Fire, as 1 thought at firſt. ſhe had 

been, ſhe. brought me into a world of 

* company, 


N 1 rn 
8 nee 2 — 


*% 
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company, and even brought home ſe 
3 ſuch as tines well 

enough to gratify, to ſee. her 1 Wi- 
do, ſo ſne was pleaſed to call me, and 
that name I got in aa little time in pub - 
lick. Now, as Fame and Fools make 
an aſſembly, I Ws here wonderfully 


cCeareſſed; had abundance of admirers, 


and ſuch as called themſelves Lovers; 
but I found not one fair propoſal among 
them all: as for their common deſign, 
I underſtoodl / tao well to be drawn 
into an more ſnares of that kind. The 
caſe was altered with me: I had mo 
in my pocket; and had nothing to ſay to 
them. L had bęen tricked once by that 
cheat,/called: Love, but the game was 


over, | was reſolved now to be married, 


orrnathingy and: to be. well — or 
attac en 30 nie en en er 
I loved the company, indeed, of: men 
of mirth and wit; men of ry and 
ſigure, and was often entertained with 
tuchy as:I-was: alfoiwith others; but 1 

found by , obſervation; that the brighteſt 


men came upon the dulleſt:errand!;” that 


is tot ſay the dulſeſt, a to Wat L am- 
eddgat: on the other hand, thoſe wo 
„ Dl ö ; E =. came 
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came with the beſt propoſals, were: the 
dulleſt and moſt diſagreeable part of the 
world. I was not averſe to a tradeſman; 
but then I would have a tradeſman, that 
was ſomething of a gentleman too. 
At laſt I found a gentlemati-tradef- 
| man wand, as a juſt plague upon my 
folly, I was catched in the very = 
which, as 1 _ ſay, I laid for ano- 


| ther. 8 110 1 7 bis N 24011 tri + 01. 1 4 


This was a 2 too; for though m 


a female acquaintance wauld have — 


me to a; bargain with her brother, yet 
when it came to the point, it was it 
ſeems for a miſtreſs; not a wife; and I 
kept true to this notion, that al woman 
Maul never be kept for à miſtreſs, _— 
had money to keep herſelfſf.. 
Thus my pride, nat eee 
money, nor my virtue, kept me honeſt ; 
42 as it proved, I found II had 
much better hevr been: fold+by':my: fe- 
male friend to her brother, than have 
fold myſelf as I did to one WhO was a 
rake, gentleman, ſhop-keeper, and beg- 
gar: all together. 9117 HC Gifts A141. 
” But I-was hurried on to ruin myſelf 


in the Saen manner chat ever . 
di 


* — 
8 f 


a8. " for my huſband gowing to a: ſum; 
of money. at once, 2 into ſuch a pro- 
all he had, Ee he, had: any thing 
worth eee Ws not have held 
| it out long. Mas root 9.35% 
| N F nd, c {ane ep bees 
a quarter at year and what I got by 

chat, Was, thar 1 had the pleaſure 
ſeeing a: great deal of my money ſpent 
upon myfelf, and as 1; way; lays: had 
ſome of che ſpending it too, a, 
my dear, ſays he tonne one day, ſhall 
we go and take a Journey ane coun- 
try for about a week? os ed 


rr © or by 


. e . ſays 1 „where 5 
5 wou e ee ee * Ib A 
11855 1 care not whither,” Aays hes hut 
L have a mind 60 go t Oxtord a and £9 
Oxford we went, and a, very Pleaſant 
journey we had 
_ came home again, 4 after pending 
near, fifty pounds. ; coy" aphid pad St} 2 
jp e the pe Guan r 
my TIED had Ris +» 
5 hiſtory, you. may be. "ſure, has lil 
WAG ie it is. enough; t9,;tel _ 
1 e ir aer! Dre” aki 
n : ; 


and in n 1 


1 eib ef Laetitia Arkins; 
Hat in our tuo yearg and a. quarter he 
was arreſted. Gin HULL ATT 38 nein 36 
bet was! no ſurpriſe to me, for I had 
Breseen reti that all was going to 
vreele, and had been taking eare to re- 
ſerve ſomething if I could, though it 
was not much for myſelf: dut When he 
ſent for meh he behaved mach better 
can L [expe hed, and told me, he had 
played the fool and ſuſſtred himſelf te 
lurpriſed which he might have pre- 
Yened; that now 1 ute pe cooks 
Bot Hand it, ind therefore he wouldthave 
me g home, take" away every thing 1 
had in the houſe of any value and ſe- 
ute it; and after chat, he tald — 3 
that 5 if 1 could get away the. « 
_ 6ut of che*thop,. 1 hold del it; Pale 
let me kndwndthing: of it, neither wat 
70 tate, Ur whither you” carty them; 
for us for we; I aim reſołwed to get out 
er this houſe and be gone? and if you 
hear of me more, my dehỹV I Win 
— — 11 amn end wrrſ for the inſu- 
1 have dene you. bee 
He ſaid dome very kandbrite” things 
10 tue at parting'; for T told youlhe was 
5 e and that was all the n 


I had 


gpu Mol Flandets! * 


1 had of his being % dat Meine 
very handſomely, and With ved man- 
ners upon all-occafions;/ even to the laſt; 
only ſpent all 1 had, and left me te rob 
the creditors for ſomething to ſubfiſton. 
However, 1 did- as he bade me, and 
having thus taken my leave ef him, I 
never ſaw him more; | for he found 
means to break out KN the bailiffs 
houſe that night, and for the reſt 'xhe 
rreditors'ſerambled for it as well as 
could : how I knew not; fbr I cou 
come at no knowlege of any thing, more 
than this; that he having raiſed” What 
money he could get together, de got 
over to France, from whenee I Had _ 
or two letters from him; and no more. ok 
My huſband was fo civil to me, for 
ſtill I ſay, Nerwartriecher i 2 ,entleman, 
that in the firſt letter from France; he 
iet me know Where he had phwn⸗ 
ed twenty f ces of fine Holland: For 
thirty pounds, and incloſed the to! 
ken, and an order for taking them 


up, which 1 did, and eaten l TINS! 4. 1 


bove an hundred pounds of them, thaw 
my leiſure to cut them and ſell them, 


. 1 1 


I;hag ſecured before, I found, upon caſt- 
ing things up, my caſe was very much 
Altered: and my fortune much leſſeneg; 
for including the hollands, and a parcel 

of fine, muſlins, which I carried off be- 


fore, and ſome plate, and other things 


L ound I could hardly muſter up ſive hun- 
one by him, but it died, yet I was a wi- 


mary again, though I knew well enough 
my huſband would never ſee England 


1 1 * limited from marriage, what 


8 condition 1 was in, at leaſt not one 1 
durſt truſt the ſecret of my - circums 


to have been informed where I Was, 
I ſhould have been fexched, v 5 and exa- 
mined; upon oath, and all I had Fay 
DEA SO AWAY from —.— A int nt 
pon ;thele apprehenſions the firl 
hinged: Gia 90k: to go by an ANIL e 


IF 


aufe —— n 1 


dred pounds, and my condition RR ery 
odd, for though 1 had no child, I had had 


dow betwitrhed; I had a huſband and 
no huſpand, and, I could not pretend to 
any more, if Adis fifty years; thus, 
offer ſoever might 1 * made me; and * 
f friend to adviſe with, in the 


ſtances to: for if the commiſſioners were 


this 


L 

5 
E 
' 
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this 1 did effectually, for I too lodg- 
ings in a very private part of the town, 
dreſſed moe in the habit of @ widow, 
and went by the name of Flanders. 
This though a preſent relief, in conceal- 
ing my ſelf from the creditors,” yet the 
name hich! had aſſumed, occaſioned 
a reflection hereafter” that Mal be related 
in ats proper place #17 1500 13h 72 ef 
aden made an acquaintance with a 
very ſober good ſort of a woman, who 
was really a ' widow, but in better cir- 
cumſtances; her huſband had been a 
captain of à merchant ſhip, and having 
had the: misforrune to be caſt away com- 
ing om on a voyage” from the Weſt- 
Indies, 2 which would have been ve 
profitable if he had come ſafe, was fo 
reduced by the loſs, that thouch he hac 
faved his life then, ze broke his heart and 
killed him afterwards?" She invited me 
to be with her till I could ſettle to my 
mind. or; as ſhe aid, get a huſband. 
I accepted her offer, and was with her 
1 half a year, and ſhould have been longer; 
but in that interval what ſhe propoſed to 


NR upon this account, the took | u on Per- 
ſelf the name bf Flanders. Ab 


5 70S 2 0 
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me, happened to herſelf, and ſhe marri- 
another captain very much to her 
advantage, and hoſe fortune was upon 
the deren mine ſeemed 10 ropes 
8 the Wan. * A. 
As my fiter-in-Jaw, at Colcheſter, ſaid, 
© beauty, wit, manners, ſenſe, good- hu- | 
mour,. good behaviour, education, wir- 
Dr or any other qualification, whether 
Vor mipeé Pp had ne power to re- 
e. Money only made a woman 
agreeahle: men ods miſtreſles indeed 
hl the heat of their affection, and it was 
e for them to be handſome;.. wells 
| Rabel. and . graceful behaviour 3 but 
for, wife, no defurmity: would: ſhock. 
| the. Fancy, 56. Hl qualities the .zudg- 
went; the money was the thing; the 
portion was neither crocked or mon- 
ſtcous, but the mogey Was always: a. 
Se whatever the wife was 
The circumſtances I Was in, made 
the offer of a good huſband the moſt 
neceſſary thing in the world to me 3: but 
it ſoon hegan to be rumonted that I 
had no fortune, and to ſay this, was to 
ſay all that was ie me; andi was 
dropt in all che diſcobrſes of matting: 
* * „55 


vulgatly called Moll Flanders) | 51 


ny: tho? I was'allowed to be 'well-bred; 
handſome, witty,” modeſt! and agreeable; 
yet, all theſe would not 46 without the 
one thing needfül, which was: now! ber 
come more valuable than virtue itſelf. 
In iſhort, the widow,” the FIG Rag 
no money! 90 Dirk 971 eien 207 
1 reſolved, therefore, as to the Kare of | 
my preſent cireumſtances, : that ir was 
abloturely neceſſary to change my ſta. 
tion, » and make a thew appearaer it 
ſome other place here I Was net hRH]M] ” 
and even to paſs by anether Rae ff * 
found ocean! oat 4 n 
J communicated "ty ehocbbit ts es Hy". 
intimate friendrithe! captain's lady, oy 
was as ready to ſerve e as Þ conld' qe! 
ſire; Lmade no ſeruple t lay my eff. 
cumſtances op to her. a Her 1. 
had abbut ſiye hundred por 2 greut 
many very rien Licks” I W. e 
atid ſome jewels, Though 570 no extrhors 


dinary value. n 
She faid u L. woüild Be. Sed y her 1. 
ſhould certainly ger” a — toe Beth 


töne, without Waving him zriy Som 1 
ack. me. 1 en e erf ad Thad 
reuſon to do ä e N 

—_—_— - ff 
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ſelf. wholly to her directions, and that 
I would have neither tongue to ſpeak, 
or feet to Rep, in xhat affair, but as 
thei ſhould direct me; depending that 
ſhe would; extricate me out of -eve- 
ry: difficulty that ſhe brought me in- 
to, which ſhe ſaid ſhe wotild "amhves 
| far. 1 2 TOTES 435 44 03-7 bs 21 1 
Tbe firſt flew the put me p Was 
to call her couſin, and go to a relation's 
of her's in the country, where ſhe di- 
rected me, and where ſhe: brought her 
Huſpand to vißt me: and calling mo 
couſin, ſhe worked matters fo: about, 
that her huſband and — — in- 
"wired me to come te tomn and be: with, 
them 22 now dived in a. different 
mlace from where they were before. 
i Ine geqhainted her huſband, that 1 
at lęaſt tyo thouſand, pounds for- 
tune, og!.chat aſter ſome of my re- 
lations was Jike ate hae a en 50 
* I. was epeugh tb tell ber hufband tt 
needed nothing; on my fide — 5 
ui 30 bt Kill and Wait the event, for it 
pe went all over the neighbhour - 
WR-3he is td at Captain 


Jolly's 


"1191 


Wat DT NN ee 


Jolly's'had at leaſt two thoufand pounds, 
and perhaps a great deal more, and that 


the captain ſald ſo; and if the cap- 
tain. was aſked at. any. time about me, he 


made no ſeruple to affirm it, though he 
knew not 1 word of the matter, than 
that his wife had told him ſo; and in 


this lie thought no Harm, for he really | 


believed it to be ſo, 'becaule he had it 
from his wife; ſo lender a foundation 
will men build upon, if they do. but 


think there is a fortune in che — 


With che reputation of this fortune, 4 
„Bennet, a rich Virginia planter, 
a very agreeable.man, made his addrefies 


to me, and pe me as I was a woman of 


his choice, he hoped 1 would make him 


| in accepting of him for a bhuf. 
band: this I imagined was upon ſup- 


bolt that L was, very. (ds. eee | 


d never told him a word it myſelf; 


d, on all occaſions, . | 


hls. y and, added, perhaps he 


only ee mein expeRtation of my. 15 


being a fortune. Dr 
He replied, though SR TRY 


by 
pulling off bis we 6 OF and writes 
#6 wy My 5 . : "S Hes "Open: 3 


£5 3 
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eh called Moll Flanders t; 
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fy tr ga og che A in Oy; dem- 


"76113. 3403 mon * 1 2q8019q "ho. 

N vo 1 love, 2 „ert 15 3559 St 

"tha it; Arche 16 l e in: 
0 . rote unden it 3 


24 1 IS Ale 4411 951 ern 


£892 And , in Jovy, ys every one;. 5 
He + uke hi Ting 4 Ant ahh whiteh, 26 


i Jaden 1 Neid, 
1 Vine alone aneſigze. hovailad 
ae 8 ban e 5 F 31 216] mot 
Tit BY l a 1 Goth iid Ham Miw 
PT a it money's virtue; gold is fate, Ait; 
He colouced-adardd as fte tol ee the turn 
0 quick upon: img and tbld me he 
would conquer me, and writes, 126 N 
15 E £2 


3% 6 * ſeorn 3 your "gold, ) yet yout love,” vo ell 


1 K. A. 


1 Leeres all e hf laſt caſt of pot 
chen uv este, hal: Sent. 4 2103, « hanged 
Ln bel: Mt es ow lhe! been Fee 


IE F 25 10 Dion £2161 N MY i rye 
This Was, a ſad truth to me bether be 
believed me or B I. cauid not teil; 
N 25 that he did not. How 
ever, he flew to me, togs ume ing his 
arms, and kiſſing: me very gagerly. Aud | 
with- the: greateſt; warmth; ina; aginable,. he 
held me taſt a he called 127 a pen and 
EY ink 


7 18 - 1 wh 4 8 


. 
1 
1 
[1 
}- 
? 
, | 
70 
ed 
6 
7 
4 


fardafg dndlallwighty 
mech it, that is, to let him think 1 


vulgalx called Mell Flanders. &5 
ink, ande then feld me, cęuld net Wait 
the tedious writing on the glaſs, | 
pulling:ous a piece of paper, Se began 


aach Wreth gala, 19953810} HEE £16: 1461 
Ae e mine, With all your e 


7 1111 un it IN bd 49 2B e 


Look dis pen add followed-himyyiifinnes 
eee 009 dn ch. Arpitik 9M 


7] [TON 2 


We Vi Ya, Kei You hope Lie 97 Gon 


wo ww 


He rad mie tat was uſeing! becauſe? 
ir uss hat jut, and cat L Put Bien upon 
contradicting meg which did not᷑ confiut: 
withpgod-manners, any more than with! 
his affection; and therefore; ſimee had! 


in@rlibly drawn Him into pt more . 
ſeribble, her begged i Wweuld not . 


him ba) break » Om he wins aus 
etui ee l 0-16-2000 25h 
In zds! 0 lege be puy,debate,,, del es 


Lenbrrrad od 1901268 19%; % 


. 2A en eh Hal od een 


1 loyes enough, That. does, not patg. ...,, 


Tü he edle fer u fron, nnd 187 Ind 


down dhe gen F faye he tod r- fou al 


dae it wa Af het. 
r Lb nd gr | 


Nasen Alp: 
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Was inelined to go on witk him, 48 In 
deed I had all the reaſon in the work to 
do, for he was the: beſt-humoured merry 
ſort of a man that ever I met with; and 
1] often reflected on myſelf, how doubly 
criminal it was to deceive him; but that 

neceſſity which preſſed me to a fertle-! 
ment ſuitable to my condition, was my 

authority for it: and certainly his affec- 
tion to 1 and the goodnels | of his 
temper, however they might argue 4 
gainſt vſing him ilk yet yy ſtrongly: 
argued to me, that he would hetter take, 
the diſappoiniment, than ſome flery· tem · 
pered wretch, who might have; nothing! 
5 eee him but theſe paſſions; 
hich would ſerve only to make a wo- 
miſerable all her, days. 36910 03 in 


wy des, though I had jeſted with him, 
25 de fc P c e an 


poverty ; yet, her he was in geſt or 
in earneſt, he had declared he took me 


- without” hay" regurtf to * We and 
whether E was is jefh or in earneſt;] Nd 


declare: 9 9 58 ;Yery poor, ſo that. 
ie wordt, 4 Fe a de WAYS 5: 
IE — 1 Afterwards he 


I] Anidz et 5 n e 1 471 e 
SN | 1 
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vas cheated, yet he could never r thas 


1 had cheated him. | 
He purſued me cloſe Aller hid; nd 
as I ſaw there was no need to fear A 
him I played the indifferent part with 
him longer than prudence might have 


otherwiſe dictated to met but I conſidered 
how much this eaution and indifference 


would give me the advantage over him, 


when 1 ſhould come to be under the ne- 
ceſſity of ' owning my own/circumſtances 


to him; and I managed it the more 
warily, becauſe I found he inferred from 
thence, as indeed he ought to do, that! 
I either had the more money, or the 


more JEN "_ . not I 


ture. r 1771 * x} = is a * Fr #7 EVE I Þ 


itÞi tog the Renee one day, after wa | 
had talked pretty cloſe on the ſubject; to 


tell him, that it as true J had received 
the compliment of a lover from him 
namely, that he would take me without 
enquiring into my fortune; and Þ would: 


make him a ſuitable return lin this, viz! 


that I would make as hate enquiry into 
his as conſiſted with rraſon b 


tions, wduch/ „„ be 
he 


vi 


Phoped 
he would Lallow: me to aſk a few: quei. 
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he thought fit; and that I would not be 
offended if he did not anſwer me at all: 
done of tbeſe queſtions rtlatrd to dur 
manner of living, and the place where; 
becaufe 1 had heard he had a great plan- 
tstion in Virginia, and that he Ib bali 
ed of going 1otlive there. dib SIN VI 89 
S He began from this diſcourſe . 
me vobuntatily into his affairs, and to 
toll me in a frank open way all, Hs cir- 
cCusmſtances, by Which 1 found he was 
very well to paſs in the worlds but that 
great part of his eſtate conſiſtec of three 
FpBlagtations which he had in Virginia, 
which brought him in erg good in- 
come, generally / ſpeak ing the huo- 
dred pounds a year; bub chat if he was 
tony upon them would bring him 
twice/as/douehl 70 vtef5 VITITQ 1 158 bed 
Pteid bim I bad good reaſon not to: 
deſime torgu there to ite, : becauſe if > his : 
lantations were worth ſo much, I had 
not a furtune ſuitable to a gentleman of. 
ſur hundted pounds * year, ras” ht cad: 
his eſtate would be. A Fo ÞSIuvow 1 T8112 - 


3 tHe tephed generauſhy, he dic nt aſx 
what my fortime was, he Had tld me 


fm dd berni le add fr, and 


Sd 


a neceſſity for it, e f tos u 


this 


"_ Mer bindet. 85 | 


ber Gouldlte us good as his word; b 

whatever it Was, he aſſured me he bus 
never defire-me to go to Virginia WI 
him, or go thither himfelf witho . me, 


unleſs 1 was perfectly willing, and made 7 


it my choice. 
To be brief, in «hore bins! BA this 


ve Were married, and very happily mat. 


err my he ave fo on, 1 the _ 


nz fer be was the” F 
eren Fre that ever woman h 
Now I was painfully put to it to bring 


Nam the little ftock I had, and to let 


kim ſpe it was no more; there Was 


'oppor- 
tumtty one day hen we were Th 24 
ſai} 4 My dear; we have been married 

kt, is it not time. to let you 
know wherhe? you | have ge a wife "with 


rin 


ſomething 1 nog z ESL ee 
c been ame fer that, ly enge 3 
ſays he. 4 1 am fatisfied that Fl ave ge 
the wife 1 love, 1 ha ve not traubled you. 
much, with my my etiquiry ry after it.“ 


4 Thatis/troe/?” fail! T; Dot TH, by, ; 
a great dificulty u on nie about it, whic 
I ſcarce kriow Rl ce manage. yy 


„ What is chat; my Gear?” ſuys he. 
2. _ e 


de 1.f8 dcp Lltie Atkins ; 
= 4 Why, 7 Lit s allktle hard 
upon mne, and it is harder,upon vous 1 
.M Fold thap captain Jolly-has, informed 
You L had a great deal mare money than 
ever pretended to have, anch H am ſure 
my” employed him to dof. 115 x * 
Well, , days he, . Naptain Jelly 
«a have tal g es, bor hat then, if 
| _ You have. nat. lo, mch, chat 75 lie at: 
| AK PL, au mever told ume What 
1 ers o E haue no realpn. z0-blame 
1 4 not N * wort 
juſt, e Hat dand ſo 
po paenmag.A a ing but ä 
. me. Menn 


18. Tr et 23 9 e — 2 
VV, agd, at once. N Perhaps tell che 
1 he. has. cheated, me g but 41 can 

never ſay that you have, for did you 
not give it under your. hand that you 
nor poor? and ſo en to 88505 N 
. Well, = Dy, dear, 1 am Ba, L have 
-F, id concerned in dec 


/ 3: 
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chant Mn PHAIP is too cue, but not ſo 
poor as to chavei nothing neither ; 
pulled out ſome bank bills, and gave. 
him aboutca hundred and ſixty pounds. 
I had brought him ſo near to expect 
nothing by hk had ſaid before, that 
he owned fit was more than he looked 
for; and he did not queſtion; by my diſ- 
courſe to him, but that my fine elodths = 
gold watch, andi a ntamgad meg = fe 
had been all my fortune. IV pan 3 Hoe ones 

Thus I got over che fraud of cheats 
ing a man into marrying me on pre- 
rence of a fortune: Mhich, by the! Ways 
I take to be one af the moſt dangerpus 
ſteps; a woman can take, and in Which 
Me runs the moſt ha 4 0644 being in 
, uſed) afterwards. - - [q8! Ty +. 12 

. My huſband, to give him? his- due, 
ade ment of- infinite good- nature; but 
being under Mp"? path coed in kisgxen 
turn of his plantations, he diſcovered 
many times his inclination of going pb 
to Virginia; to live upon his eſtate; and 
often would he magnify the way of 5 
ing there, how cheap, W e 
rs how pleaſant i it Was t =} 

3 T4" i 1 F Nie ien n 1 begaa 


t 
3 
* 


— 


| 5 morning, and told him that I did 


ever he was diſappointed in his expec- 
ktations of a fortune, he was not diſap- 


+ e debe th to underftund his 
b and 1 doo him up very plain. 


hat his eſtate turned to little ac- 
count at this diſtance, compared to what 
it Would do if he lived upon the ſpot, 


and that I found he had a mind to go 


and live there; and T added, that I waz 
ſenſible he Had been. (diſappointed | in me, 
und that finding his expectations wot an- 


ſwered that way, I could do no ſeſs to 
make him amends than tell him, that I 


was very willing to go over "je ap nel 


with him Tg: 1/11048. 10 Sn 


Ie ſaid arhouſind kind d things 26 we 
upon the ſubject of my making ſuch a 
propoſal to him: and added, — how. 


pointed in a wife; and n 


bim that a wife could be; and he was 
more than ſatisfied in the whole when the 


particulars were pot together; but that 
this offer was ſo kind, 1 it was more 


"Mo he could express. 


Accordingly we agreed” ges He told . 
me he had a very good hopſe there, 


that ic was well forniſhed, that his mo- 


Aer 


ther was alive and Borde in it, and one 
ſiſter, Which was all the relations ke 
had; that as ſoon: as he came there, bis 
mother would remove to another houſe 
which was her on for life; and hid af- 
ter her deceaſe; ſo tha ee paste all 
the houſe o myſrif. ast n;, 
To make this PliroabS the ſtory: ſhort, 
we put on board a large quantity of. good 
furnitute for our houſe; „ with ſtores of 
linnen and other neceſſaries, and Agood 
cargo for ſale, and away werwent, {11g 
Te ioc an account of the manner oß 
our voyage, which was long and full 
of danger, is dut of my way, I kepb 
no journal, neither did my huſband 
all that J can ſay as, that after à terrible 
paſſage, frig red twice with - dreadful 
ſtorms. and once with wt was ft} 
more terrible I mean a pirate; who came 
on-board and took away almoſt all oun 
proviſions; and uhich would have been 
beyond alb eee they hack once taken 
my huſband to go along with them; ur 
by emreaties A ee 
him ;. I fang after all theſe derribſe things; 
— in Vork River in — . 
N ta — u were rer 
8 ceived 


tenderneſs and affection by my huſband's 
mother, that were poſſible to ee 
Won eng of: enten bin 
We lived here all an my mo- 
iher· in · lau, ha muſt have been a beau- 
tiful woman in her prime, at my entreaty, 
continuing in the houſe, for ſne was too 
kind a mother to be parted with; my 
huſband like wiſe continued the ſame as 
at firſt, and I thought myſelf the hap- 
pieſt creature alive; When a ſurpriſing 
event put an end to all, that felici- 
ty in a moment, and rendered my con- 
dition the moſt uncomfortable, if not 
iow! moſt miſeratetinelcimorit,: F fl 
 My-mother-in-law was a mighty — 
222 old woman, I may 
call her an old woman, for her ſon was 
5B 45 thirty; I ſay ſhe was very plea- 
ſant, good company, and uſed to enter- 
tain me with abundance of ſtories to 
_ divert me, as: well of the: country we 
were in, as the pęoplwmee. 
. Among the reſt. ſhe told me how the 
Part of the inhabitants of the 
123 came thither in very indifferent 
circumſtances from England ; that ge. 


n, 


ga 2 


netally ſpeaking they were of two forts, 
firſt, duch as were *broughit © over by ma- 
ſters of hips to be ſold às Tervants, f fuch 
we“ call them, my gear, but they ate 
more ona ror eee or, ſecond- | 
ly; ſuch as are tranſported from Newgate 
and "ether priſohs, after having been 
found guilty bf felony and crimes — 2 
niſhable with! death; 

When they come here, 5 ſays the; 
«.we make no difference, the planters 
buy chem, and they work together in the 
ele til their time is out: chen it is en 
pired; they have encobrag 8 8 giv 
them to plant For themſeldes; for, they 

have à certain number 'of 1005 8 of 274 3 
aullotted them by the cbHt T, TE 
po to work to clear and, cure the. Ian 

nd then” to Plant it with töbäceb ad 
corn 1 for their o-] iſe; and as the tradeſ- | 
men and merchants wilt truſt them with 
tools and cloaths, and other neceſſari 1 | 
upon the credit of their crop before 


is grown, ſo the 94 yew every ye * 
à little 1 before, py To 
buy Whatever they wi Tritt the cro p K 


: chat is before chef: ee DAE. 2114035 


s 238 pita, 36. eee 
105 


3 « Hene ge, . many ou =o "a 
. gn. ang We have, continued the, * ſe. 
 yeralhul 8 0 che peace, officers of the 
train ban 4 gelen ee | che town 
9 e n from 
We Of the 6 Mater,” oo 718 Lotta £3} 
: Was $0 8 on with, that; part of 
95 ſtory... when he 


n her own part. in it inter- 
rupted her, and with a. great deal of 
good arne canfidence ſhe told me, 
ON one of. the. 8 ſort of inha- 


Hizanfs hep! FR DG one at 
3 zh for age ha Herr e guſe, was de. 
i bing ee ton. 1 75 ian with, a lady” s 
8 or Which ſhe Was convict- 

; c (3-4 hut e A Hi e ; 
change 2 1 % Ne ble ſſed. God, ſent 
hither to In Ger Den 18365 "OT New 92 0. 
bod: his. tory, being Hoilar, 20, what, I 
heard, rom mx aunt Atkins. of Col- 


pee apy: 2 $ liter, Who brought 
,, Moved 1 wreaths b 5 my mo- 


| 1 795 . | nee not think 
aps ge , for, a8 J 

12 5 Tach 3 ins this 

| e rought. here on — 

atcount, , and they ate SF N. talhamed 10 

n. it Fee is major Wale was an 
3 
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eminent piekpocket; and juſtice Burg- 
lary was a ſhoplifter, and both of them 
have reaſon to thank the AL MIGHTY tor 
the ſentence they received.“ 
Here ſhe went on with her own ſtory, 
and in ſo particular a manner, that I be- 
gan to be very uneaſy, but coming to 
one particular that required telling her 
name, and pronouncing Atkins, I thought 
I thould have ſunk down in the place. 
She. perceived I was out of order, and 
aſked me if I was not well, and what 
ailed me? I told her I was ſo affected 
with the melancholy ſtory ſhe had told, 
and the terrible things ſhe had gone 
through, that it had overcome me; and 
1 begged of her to talk no more of 
it. Zh e 9 
Why, my dear,“ ſays ſhe, very 
Kindly, what need theſe things trouble 
you? Theſe paſſages were long before 
your time, and they give me go trouble 
at all now; nay, I look back on them 
with a particular ſatisfaction, as they 
have been a means to bring me to this 
place.“ Then ſhe went on to tell me 
how ſhe very luckily fell into a good fa- 
mily, as tact herſelf well, and 
1 * | = > 


4 een Wo.” 7 
E 9 


LY 
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net, married her, by whom ſhe had my 
huſband” and his ſiſter, and that by her 


her miſtreſs dying, her maſter, Mr. Ben- 


diligence and good management after 
her huſband's Gesch, nne had improved 
the plantations to ſuch a degree as they 
then were, ſo that moſt of the eſtate was 


of her getting, not her huſband's, for 
the had been a widow" upwards: 11 


ſixteen years. 
I heard this part of! the Hojp withoa . 


ry little attention, becauſe I wanted much 

to retire and give vent to my paſſions, 
which I did ſoon after; and let any one 
judge what muſt be the anguiſh of my 
mind, when J came to reflect, that this 


Was certainly no more or leſs: than my 


on mother. 


I was now the moſt undappy of wo- 
men: had the ſtory never been told me, 
all had been well; it had been no crime 


to have lain with my huſband, ſince as 


to his being ay" ih amor Deke 1 en 
nothing of it. 

Under this preſſure of — 1 re- 
vealed all Ik new to my mother, begged 
her aſſiſtance in our eng Bunt 
mene to leave oa PIE | * 
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cis impoſſible to expreſs the aſtoniſh- | 
ment ſhe was in; ſhe took me about the 
neck and kiſſed me, crying moſt vehe- 
mently over me, without ſpeaking one 
word for a long time; at laſt ſhe broke 
out, Unhappy child! what miſerable 
chance could bring thee hither? and in 
the arms of my own fon too! Dreadful 
girl! why, we are all undone! Married 
to thy own brother ! three children, and 
two alive, all of the ſame fleſh and blood 1 1 
My fon and my daughter lying together 
as hnſband and wite! All confuſion 
and diſtraction for ever! Miſerable fa- 
mily ! what will become of us? what is 
to be ſaid ? what is to be done ? and 
thus ſhe run on for a great while, nor 
had I any power to ſpeak, or if I had, 
did I know what to ſay, for every word . 
wounded me to the ſoul. With this 
kind of amazement ſhe promiſed me that 
the would ſay nothing of it to her on, 
till we had talked of it again. ogg 
It was not long before we had a ſe 
| cond conference upon che fame ſubject; 
but then it was with this ' misfortune, 
that my mother's opinion and mine were 
quire different from one another; ſor 
"IF! BYE NOTICE ED my 
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my mother's opinion was, that 1 ſhould 
conceal the whole affair intirely, and 
continue with him as my huſband, till 
- Tome event Mould make te diſcovery of 
it convenient. f 
7 10 encourage me to 40 the protniſ- 
ed to make me eaſy in my coin inbes, 
and to leave me what ſhe could at her 
death, ſecured for me ſeparately from 
my huſband; fo that if it mould come 
out afterwards, 1 ſhould not be left de. 
— Niture, but be able to ſtand on my own 
feet. and procure juſtice from him. 

This propoſal did not agree at all with 
my judgment of the thing, though it 
was very fair and Kind in my worher; 
but my thoughts run PE: another 
Way. 

As to keeping the ſecret in our own 
Þreafts, and letting it all remain as it 


Was, I told her it was impoſſible ; and I 


alked her how ſhe could think 1 could 
bear the thought of lying with my own | 

brother. 3 
In this directly oppoſite opinion to 
one another my mother and I continued 
a long time, and it was impoſſible to 
reconcile on Judgments: many diſputes 
We 


. 
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we had about it, but we could never 
either of us yield our own, or bring 
ever-the nher,r, . A ID - 
At laſt I reſolved on a'deſperate courſe; 
and told my mother my reſolution, viz. 
that in ſhort I would tell him of it my- 


ſelf, . My mother was frighted to the 


laſt, degree at the very thoughts of it; 
but I bid her be eaſy; told her I would 
do it gradually, and with all the art and 
good humour I was miſtreſs. of, and 


him in good humour too: I told her, 1 
did not queſtion I ſhould ſucceed in mp 
deſign, and we might part by conſent. 
and with a good agreement, for I might - 
love him well enough for! a brother, 
though I could not for a huſbands and 

this made me ſee there was an abfblute 

neceſſity of breaking the caſe! to him 
without any delay, which I did the next 
evening with all the caution and reſerve 


1maginable. n 
As we were ſitting and talking very 
friendly together under a little aunings 
which ſerved as an arbour at the entrance 
from our houſe into the garden, 1 
f<iched a deep led, and faid I was ferry 


dime it alſo as well as 1 could, taking 


” — . ˙ . yew, 
. 


i 
| 
F 
1 
| 
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to acquaint him there was an unhappy 


circumſtance in our caſe, which lay too 
cloſe to my heart, and which I knew not 
how 0 break to him 

He importuned me to tell ini what it 
was. I told him 1 could not tell how 


to do it; that while it was concealed 


from him, I alone was unhappy; but if 


he knew it alſo, we ſhould be both ſo, 
and that therefore to keep him in igno- 
rance, was the kindeſt thing I could do, 
and it was on that account Falone that L 
kept a ſecret from him, the very keep- 
ing of which I thought would "ark: or 


laſt be my eſtruction. TOY 
It is impoſlible to expreſs his ſingeiſc 


. at this relation, and the double importu- 
5 pgs, which he uſed with me to diſcover 


He told me I could not be called 
kind to him; nay, I could not be faith- 


- Sul: if I kundedtad 3 it from him. I told 
bim I thought ſo too, and yet 1 could 
: not do it. 


He then told me he was velplved not 


1 to differ with me in any thing; and that, 
therefore, he would importune me no 
more about it, reſolving to acquieſce in 


Whatever I did or 1 only begged 1 
would 


Co. 
: * 
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would then agree, that whatever it was, 
it ſhould not interrupt our quiet and 
our mutual kindneſs. 

I anſwered him plainly, that J could 
not ſay I was glad not to be importuned, 
though I could not tell how to comply. 
“But come, my dear,” ſaid I; “ what 
conditions will you make with me upon 
the opening this affair to you.“ 
mann conditions in the world,“ ſaid 
he, that vou can in 1 reaſon defire of | 
| me. 1M 10G 46 

„Well,“ ſaid 1. come give it me 
Ander your hand, that if you do not 

find J am in any fault, or that Tam will- 
ingly concerned in the cauſes of the 
misfortune that is to follow, vou will 
not blame me, or make me the ſufferer 
— hg that en, 1 was ne ara 
0 . 

That, 1 e e be is the moſt rea- 
ſonable demand in the world, not to 
blame you for that which is not your 
| 1 give me a pen and ink.“ 

'So I ran in and fetched pen, ink, and 
| paper; and he wrote the condition down 
in the very words I had n and 
ſigned it with his name. 1 5 

F 4 K Well. | 
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Well, fays- hes * en 1s "RE t. 
my dear 7 5 


4 2 a 
« Why, the next je that. you nl ; 


not blame me for not ewa * ſe- 
cret before. I knew. i 

Very juſt again, ” ſays. he: 2 5 wich 
all my heart,” 
| S he wrote down. that alſo. and 2 
it. 
1 8 Well, my dear, 1 have but o one oon- 


dition more to make; and that is, that 


as there is nobody concerned in it but 


vou and 1, you ſhall! not diſcover it to 


any perſon, excepting to your own, mo- 


51 ther; and that in all the meaſures you 
Hall take vpon the diſcovery, as I am 


equally concernedl in it with you, though 


as innpcent as yourſelf, you ſhall do no- I 


thing in a paſſion, nothing to my preju- 


dice, or to your mother's prejudice, 


W my knowledge and conſent.“ 


This much amazed him, and he wrote 
down the words diſtinctiy, but, read 


them oyer and over before; he ſigned 


them, heſitating at them, leveral times, 

and repeating them, my mother's pre- 

W and your aide. What 
$1: nan eden * 


4 4 * 


* —— — — — K 
n — — a ee" 
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myſterious thing can this: be * et, 


9 laſt he ſigned it. 


Well, my dear, PH aſk vou no 
more under your hand; but as you are 
to hear and to bear the moſt unexpected 
and ſurpriſing event that, perhaps, ever 


befel any family in the world, I beg you 


to promiſe me you will receive it with 
compoſure and a preſence of mind ſui. | 
table to a man of ſenſe. | AP 
L' do my utmoſt,” ſays he; aps 
on condition you will keep me no longer 
in ſuſpence, for you terrify me — all 


theſe preliminaries.. 


« Why then—lt "4 ahve ans 
your lawful wife—our children are ille- 


gitimate I am your own ſiſter Born 


of your o]n mother now alive, and in the 
houſe, Who is con vinoed of the Ow, . 
not to be denied or contradicted. 1 
Hle turned pale, trembled, and looks. * 
ed wild. 1 ſaid, Remember your 


promiſe; and receive it with: preſence of 


mind; for who could have ſaid more tdb 


prepare you for it, than T-Hhiave: done? : 


therefore have patience: and compoſe 
yourſelf to hear it out, and I will make 


"1 W as4:can.” With chis, I told 


33 WWP him 
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him how my mother came to diſcover it 
to me, as the reader has been already 
acquainted: and now, my dear, you 
Will ſee reaſon for capitulations, and 
that I neither have been the cauſe of this 
matter, nor could be ſo, and that 1 
could know nothing of it before.“ 

I am fully ſatisfied of that,” fays 
he, but it is a dreadful ſurpriſe to me; 
however, I know. a remedy for it all, 
and a remedy that ſhall put an end to all 
your difficulties, en Jour Soing to 
ee, 

« That would be as frange,” faid 1, 
* -avall he rest.“ 
No, no, 1 will make it eaſy, there 
= en in the way, but myſelf.” 
Nie looked a little Ads when he 
Gig: this, but I did not apprehend any 
thing from it at that time, believing as 
it uſed to be ſaid, that they who do 
thoſe things never talk of them; or that 
they who talk ed ſuch mer oh never do 
; gt 1 2 
From this time 1 abt he een 


i 1 and melancholy; and, as 1 


thought, a little diſtempered in his head. 
1 endeayoured t to Lg him into temper, 
Pro | x1 and 
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and to reaſon. him into a kind of ſcheme 
forour government in theaffair, and ſome- 
times he would be well, and talk with 
ſome courage about it: but the weight 
of it lay too heavy upon his thoughts ;. | 
in ſhort, it went ſo far that he made two 
attempts upon himſelf, and in one of 
them had actually ſtrangled himſelf, had 
not our mother come into the room in 
the very moment; but with the help of 
a negro ſervant, ſhe cut him down and: 
Tecovered bis; >. 
44, Fhings were now come 545 6 debatable 
height; it preyed upon his ſpirits, and it 
threw him into a lingering. conſumption... 
In this diſtreſs I did not know what to 
do: as his life was apparently. declining, - 
it had been certainly my buſineſs to have 
ſtaid in the country; but my mind was 
reſtleſs and uneaſy; I hankered after 
coming to: England, and nothing would 
| | 1 me without it. 
In ſhort, by an unwearied importuni-- 
: ty, my huſband was at laſt prevailed. 
with, and ſo my own fate puſhing me 
on, the way, was made clear for me, and? 
my mother eanrurnegs 1 1 a- 
i e * 6 70 * FED Y / 1 
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ry good. cargo for wy coming to En- 
and. 

When I bet with my vrodice; for 
ſuch T am now to call him; we agreed 
that after I arrived he ſhould pretend to 
have an account that I was dead in Eng- 

land, and ſo“ might marry again when 
he would. He promiſed: and engaged 
to me to correſpond with me as a ſiſter, 
and to affiſt and ſupport me as long as 1 
 _ Hived; and that if he died before me, 
* would leave ſufficient to his mother 
to take care of me ſtill, in che name of 
a fiſter;” and he was in ſorns reſpe&care- 
ful of me, when he heard of me; but 
it wasTo oddly managed that I felt the 
_-diſappointtments very {enſibly alter wards, | 
Wh you ſhall hear in its time. 

I came away for England i in che month 

1 Auguft, after I had beeg eight years 

In that country!:” and newa he ſcene of 
misfortunes attended me, Which, per- 
haps, few women have gate n ie 
e FP ref” Jt "4 Tory: | 
We had an wdlifigencs" — voyag age 
in ive came Juſt upon the Gad of Eng- 
land, and where we arrived in two and 
N thirty days, but were then ruffled with. 
| . 4 two. 


* 


— 
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two or chtee ſtorms, one of whidh grove 
us away to the coaſt of Ireland, and we 
put in at Kingſale. We remained there 
about thirteen days, got dome. refrethe 
ment on ſhore, and Put to ſea again: 
though we met with very bad weather, 
in mich he ſhip ſprung her mainamait / 
at laſt we got into M²älford-Huayen in 
Wales, where though it was remote 
from our port. I; reſulved to venture no 
more upon the water; ſo getting my 
cloaths am money vn ſhore: with my 
bills of a 1-refolved to come fur 
London, and lea ook fred a a her 
port as ſne could, Which was to Briſtol, 
where La brovher's e {ING 
£2216 71 rl „ | 
504. dot aaa: DV choked Fon 3 1 
and ſhortly after 1'went to Bath, for as 
LW. ll far from being old, ſo my 
humour, which was always gay, Conti» 
nued ſo to an extreme. I expected ſome- 
thing or other might happen an my . 
that might mend my Sucuoenttsy; as 
| had been my caſe before. 13139 
Ihe Path isla ꝓlace of gallanery, ex- 
1 and full of ſnares. I went chi- 
NOR in n taking Nel 
Yu mag 


-, 


> 
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thing that might offer; but I muſt do 
myſelf that juſtice, as to proteſt 1 knew 
nothing amiſs, I meant ey but in 
an honeſt way | 
Here I ſtayed the hole bittar inks, 
as. it ĩs called there, and contracted ſome 
-, unhappy aequaintance, which rather 
pPrompted the follies I fell -afterwards 
Anto, than fortified me againſt them. 1 
lived pleaſantly,” kept good company, 
that is to ſay, fine gay company; but had 
[Takes diſcouragement to find this way of 
2 ſunk me exceedingly, and that as 
1 had no ſettled income, ſo {pending up. 
on the main ſtock was but a certain kind 
of bleeding to death; and this gave me 
many ſad reflections in the intervals of 
my other thoughts: however, I ſhook: 
them off, and ſtill flattered myſelf that 
ſomething . "other. Te offer nnr. 
. I in Mieten! 
But I was in n the wrong Wen for i 79 
was not now at Rotherhithe,” where, if I 


| had ſetmyſelf tolerably. up, ſome honeſt ſea 


captain or other might have talked with 
me upon the honourable terms of ma- 


trimony; but I was at the Bath where 


men _ a n ſometimes, but very 
rarely 


- 
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rarely look for a wife, and conſequent- 
ly the particular acquaintances a woman 
can expect to make there, muſt have 
ſome tendency that way. | | 
Il I ſpent the ſeaſon very e for 
though I had contracted ſome acquaint- 
ance with a gentleman, who came to the 
Bath for his diverſion, yet I had enter- 
ed into no felonious treaty; I had re- 
ſiſted ſome caſual offers of gallantry, but 
I was not wicked enough to come into 
_ the crime for the mere vice of it; and 1 
had no extraordinary offers made me 
that tempted me with the main thing 
which 1 wanted. 

However, I ee an acquain- 
tance with a woman, in whoſe houſe I 
lodged ; who, though ſhe did not keep 

an ill houſe, yet had none of the beſt 
principles in herſelf. I had on all oc- 
caſions behaved ſo well as not to get 
the leaſt flur upon my reputation on 
any account whatever; and all the men 
that 1 had converſed with, were of fo 
good reputation that I had not given the 
leaſt reflection by converſing with them; 
nor did any of them ſeem to think there 
Was * for a wicked correſpondence, 


$ 8 if 
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os they had any of 'them.offered it; yet 


there was one gentleman, WhO always 


Angled me out tor. the diverſion of my 


company, as he. called it, which, as he 
Was least to ſay, was very agrecable 
40 him but at that time there was 0 
Sof in it. 


I had many e . at * 


Bath, after all the company were gone; 
and when the ſpring came on, ſhe had 


ſome perſons of character that frequent- 


ly lodged in her houſe, and in particu- 
Jar the gentleman who, as 1 ſaid, Gingled 


me out for his companion the winter 


before; and he came down Again with 
another gentleman, and two ſervants, 
;and lodged in the fame houſe. I ſu- 
ſipected that my landiady had {invized 

him thither,, letting him know that 1 


was ſtill with her; hut ſhe denied l ang 


-Proteſted to me that e did not. 


This gentleman came down and con- 


n to ſingle me out for his peculiar 


cFonfident as well as oonverſation: his 


Company wes yety;agreeable to me, as 
mine, Ff 1 might believe him, Was o 


him. He ſoon underſtood I was ſtillia 


Wien „ at Briſtol from 
| ga : 


7 


8 
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Virginia by the laſt mips ; and chat þ | 
Vaited at Bath till the next Virginia fleet 
mould arrive, by which I expected con- 
ſiderable effects. 1 alſo; underſtood. by 
him that he had a wife, but that the lady 
was diſtempered in her head, and was 
under the conduct of her own, relations, 
which he conſented to, to avoid any re- 
flections that might be caſt on him for 
miſmanaging her cure; and in the mean 
time he came to the Bath to divert his 
thoughts from the diſturbance of ſuch 
a melancholy circumſtance. 
My landlady,, who of her own ac 
cord encouraged the een on 
all cecaſions gave me an advantageous. 
character of him, as of à man of ho- 
nour and of virtue, as well as of a great 
eſtate; and indeed I had a great deal of 
reaſon to ſay ſo of him wo, for though 
WS lodged both On ig, floor, and he had 
frequently come into my chamber, even 
when I wes in bed, and I alſo, into 


his when he was in bed, yet he never i- 


ren ws thing 50. MS: > farther than ,A 
118. 1 74 1 I 0 
. bs frequently wok notice to my land- 
: lady: of his excecding modeſty ; * 
* 


4 
| 8 
ö 
| 


ng, that his company had been &-means 
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a8 frequently replied, though ſhe, had 


deen acquainted with him For ſeveral 
Et that the never knew him other- 
ays; and added, ſhe thought I onght 


to expect ſome gratification from him 
for my company, for indeed he did, as 


it were, engroſs me, and I was ſeldom 
from him. I told her I had not given 
him the leaſt occaſion to think I wanted 


Ir, or that I would” accept of it from 
him. She ſaid ſhe would take that part 


upon her; and the firſt time we were to- 
ether alone, after ſne had talked with 
im, he began to enquire into my cir- 


| cumſtances. I told him, that though 


"my cargo of tobacco was damaged, yet 


it was not quite loſt; that the merchant 


J had been configned to had' fo honeſt- 
ly managed for me, that I had not want- 
2 and that T hoped, with frugal ma- 

apement, J ſhould make it hold out 
til more would come, which J expected 
by the next fleet; that in the mean time 


1 had retrenched my expences, and 


whereas, I kept a wald Jaſt ſeaſon, now 
J lived without; but I live, ſaid I, as 
well ſatisfied now as 1 did then; ad 0 


to 


vulgatly called Moll Flanders. 115 _ 
to make me live much more chearful- 
ly than otherwiſe I ſhould have done, 
for which I was much obliged to him; 
and ſo I put off all room for any offer 
for the . preſent : however, it was not 
| Jong before he attacked me again, and 
told me he found that I was backward 
to truſt him with the ſecrer of my cir- 
cunmſtances, which he was forry for; 
aſſuring me he enquired into it with no 
deſign to ſatisfy his own curioſity, but 
merely to aſſiſt me, if there was any oc- 
caſion; but ſince I would not own my- 
ſelf to ſtand in need of any aſſiſtance, 
he had but one thing more to defire of 
me, and that was, that 1 would pro- 
miſe him if, at any time, I was any way 
5 Rreightened, or like to be ſo, I would 

frankly tell him of it, and that I would 

make uſe of him with the ſame freedom 
that he made the offer; adding, I ſhould 
always find 1 had a true friend, though 
perhaps I was afraid to truſt him. | 
I omitted nothing that was fit to be 
aid by one infinitely obliged, to let him 
know, that I had a due ſenſe of his 
kindneſs; and indeed from that time, 1 


did not appear fo much reſerved to him 


* 


— . eh . 


| 20 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


| 
1 
1 
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as I had done before, though ſtill with- 


in the bounds of the ſtricteſt virtue on 


1 — 


both ſides; but how free ſoe ver our con- 
verſation was, I could not arrive to that 
ſort of freedom which he defired, name- 
. to tell him I wanted money, though- 
I was ſecretly: very glad of his offer. 
Some weeks paſled after this, when 
my Jandlady, who had often preſſed me . 
to it, but found that I could not do it, 
comes in bluntly to me when we were 
together: O widow, 5 have bad news 
to tell you this mornin 
„What is it?“ ſai IP are * Vie- 
ginia ſhips loſt ?? for that was my fear. 
„ No, no,” ſays ſhe, but the man 
you ſent to Briſtol yeſterday for money 
Is come back, and n, He has brought a 


none.“ 


1 could by. no means like her projet 5; 
1 thought it looked too much like 
prompting him, . which indeed he did not 
want, and I ſaw; clearly. that I ſhould 
loſe. nothing by being backward to alk, 
Jo I took her up ſhont: I cannot 1ma- 
gine why he ſhould ſay fo to you, for 
1 aſſure you he brought me all the mo- 
den Im him for, and here it * pull- 
= ing. 
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ing out my purſe with about twelve gui- | 


neas in it. 
The next morning be and J talked of 
jt again, When 1 found he Was Fully fa- 


tisfied, aud, ſmiling, faid, he hoped T 


would not want money and not tell bim 
of it, and that I had promifed him other- 


wie.” 1 told him T had been very much : 
diffatisfied at my landlady's talking 5 


day before of what ſhe had nothing 

do with; but I ſuppoſed the wanted Shi 
1 owed ber. which was about eight gui- 
neas, which I had reſolved to give her, 


and had accordingly given it her the 
ſame night. 


He Was in a mighty good hoitidut, 


when he heard me ſay, 1 had paid her, | 


and it went off to ſome other diſcourſe 3 


but the next morning he having heard 5 


me about my room, he called to me. 
1 anfwering, he aſked me to come js 
his chamber, for he had ſomethihg 

ſay to me which was of moment; 115 
ſome very kind expreſſions, he aſked nie 
to let him ſee my purſe. 1 immediately 


put my hand into my pocket, and laugh- 
ing at him, pulled it out, and there was 


in i three guineas and a half: he im- 
95 | mediately 


e 
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mediately went to his eſcritore, and re- 
turned it to me again, filled with gold. 
At the end of the ſeaſon he talked of 
returning to London, and aſked me if I 
would accompany him thither. I repli- 
ed, what would the world think of it? 
that! it would be neither to his credit or 
mine; ſo. that I neither aſſented, or diſ- 
ſented. While this was in. agitation, 
and before he was to leave Bath, he ſaid, 
he had a little. buſineſs to do for Aa few 
days, at a place called Shepton in So- 
| merſetſnire. Accordingly he went, and 
was there taken very ill; upon which he 
ſent his man back to Bath to beg me that 
I would hire a poſt-chaiſe and come over 
to him, Before he went, he had left 
ſome money, and other things of value 
with me, and what to do With them J 
did not know, but I ſecured them as 
well as TI could, locked vp the lodginzs, 
and went to him, where I found him ve- 
ry all indeed; however, 1 perſuaded him 
| to be carried back in a litter, where there 
Was more help and better advice to be 
i 
He confented.” and 1 broughr him to 


che n here he continued very ill of 
| S” e- 


5 1 


a 
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a fever, and kept his bed five weeks, 
all which time I nurſed him and tended 
him myſelf, as much, and. as carefully, 
as if I had been bis wife; indeed if 1 
had been his wife could not have done 
more: I ſat up with him ſo often, that 
at laſt he would let me ſit up no longer, 
and then I got a pallet- bed into his 
room, and N in 1 you at his bed's 

feet. e 

I Was e ſenſibly affected wah is 
cpndizians and, with the apprehenſion 
of loſing ſuch a friend as he was, and 
was like tobe to me, and I uſed to ſit 
and cry by him many hours together: 
however, at laſt he grew better, and 
gave hopes that he would recover; as in- 
deed he did, though very ſlowl y 
Mere it otherwiſe than what I am 0 
ing to ſay, I ſhould not be backward. to 
diſcloſe it, as it is apparent I have done 
in other caſes in this account; but I af- 
firm, that through all his converſation, 
abating the freedom of coming into the 
chamber when Lor he was in bed, and 
abating the neceſſary offices of attending 
Mi: ht and ys when! he was: ſick," 
This: 2 there 
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there had not paſſed the leaſt immodeſt 


pr or action between uus 
After ſome time he gathered firength, 
bell grew well apace; and'l would have 
removed my bed, but he would not let 
me, till he ag ble to venture himſelf 


withoutTany body to ſit up with bim, 


and then I removed to my own hm. 


Ta 7 £2 F 
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He took many occafions to. expreſs 


His ſenſe of my tenderneſs and concern 


for him; and when he grew quite well, 
he made me a preſent of fifty guineas for 
my care, and, as he called it, hank he- 
Tanck my life to ſave His. 

' He'obſerving me- ſurpriſed, 3 me 
1 he had a Gneere reſpe&t for me, and 
knew my cireumſtances, that he thought 
Phat merited it from him, by giving 
him my A cot ſo intirely. as 1 ' had 


Abe 


And now he made deep proteſtiaions 
* 'a ſincere inviolable affection for me, 
but all along atteſted it to be with the 
utmoſt reſerve fot my virtue, and his 


oy 1 told him I was fully ſatisfied of 


He carried it that length that he pro- 


reſted, that ＋ he was naked 1 in bed with 


me, 
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me, he would as ſacredly preſerve my 
virtue, as he would 3 it if I was 
aſſaulted by a raviſher. I believed him, 

and told him I did ſo: but this did not 
ſatisfy him, he would wait for an op- 
portunity to give me an undoubted teſ- 
timony ee. * 
It was ſome time after this hon, 1 hdd 
occaſion to go to Briſtol; upon Which 
he hired me a poſt- ch aiſe, and would 
go with me; and now indeed our inti- 
macy inereaſed. From Briſtol he carri- 
ed me to Glouceſter, which was meerly 
a journey of pleaſure to take the air; 
and here we could have no lodging in 
the inn but in one large nen with 
dun beds in it. 

The maſter of the houſe going up 

wich us to ſhew us his room, ſaid, very 
freely, . Sir, it is none of my buſineſs 

to inquire whether the lady be your 
ſpouſe or no; but if not, you may lie as 
honeſtly in thoſe two beds As if you were 
in two chambers.” 
With that: he pulls a great curtain 
which drew quite croſs the room, and 
* divided the beds. Well,“ 
2 a 


1 
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| fays my friend, s theſe beds will do; ad 
as for the reſt, we are too near a Kin to 
lay together, chough we (rn lodge near 
one other... . 

When bb ume; he decently 
| went out of the room until I was in bed, 
and then went in the bed on his o.]. ZF fide 
of the room, but lay e to me for 

ſome ame; :© 
At laſt repeating his uſual faying,! that 
ne lie in the bed with me, and not 


_ offer: me the leaſt injury, he ſtarts up, 


And now, my dear,“ ſays he, „you 
ſhall ſee how "oft I will be to you, and 
that I can keep my word; and away he 
comes to my bed. 
1 reliſted a little, but I. nn boddfels'1 
ſhould not have reſiſted him much, if he 
had not made thoſe promiſes; ſo after a 
little ſtruggle, I lay ſtill, and let him 
come into my bed. When he was there 
he took me in his arms, but he did not of 
fer any thing, other than embracing me, 
no not the whole night, but roſe up and 
dreſſed himſelf in the: morning, and left 
me as innocent for ee 1 was the 


A 5 I was born. . 
Ed | This 
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This was a ſurpriſing thing to me, 
and perhaps may be ſo to others, for be 
was a briſk perſon; nor did he act thus 
on a principle of religion, but of mere 


affection; inſiſting on it, that though I 
was to him the moſt agreeable woman 


in the world, yet becauſe he loved me 


he could not injure me. | 

I own it was a noble arias but 
as it was what I never underſtood before, 
it was, to me the more amazing. We- 
travelled the reſt of the journey as we 
did before, and came back to the Bath, 
where, as he had opportunity to come 
to me when he would, he often repeated 
the moderation, and, although all the 
familiarities, between man and wife, 
were common to us, yet he never once 
offered to go any farther; and he valued 
himſelf much upon it: yet, I do not 
ſay that I Was, ſo pleaſed 1355 it as he ; 
thought I was. 

We lived thus near two > years; 5 
with. this exception, that he went three 
times to London, and once he continu- 
ed there four months; but, to do him 
juſtice, he always ſupplied me with mo- 


| ouy. very as Me | g 0 i 
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Had we continued thus, we had had 
much to boaſt of; but as wiſe men ſay, 
It is ill venturing too near the brink 
of a command,” ſo we found it; and 
here again 1 muſt do him the juſtice 
to on, that the firſt breach was not on 
his part. It was one night, having drank, 
I think, a little more wine, both of us, 
than uſual, though not in the leaſt to 
diſorder either of us, when being claſp- 
ed cloſe in his arms, I told him, I re- 

at it with ſhame, that I could find-i in 
my heart to diſcharge him of his engage 
ments for one night. 

He took me at my word immediately, 
and after that, there was no refiſting him, 
neither indeed had 1 _ mind to veſiſt 
: KI. N 
Thus the government 90 our virtue 
was broken, and I exchanged the place 
of friend, for that unmuſical  harſh- 
ſounding title of a miſtreſs. The way 
being thus-cleared, and the bars of vir- 
rue and conicience thus removed, we 
had the leſs difficulty A to firug- 
gle with. 

Frequently I looked on Au with 
er and N now and then ſtarted 

4 es. . 7 - War 
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char melancholy objection; If Iſhould 


be with child, what will become of me?“ 
He encour red me by telling me, ſince it 


was gone fuch a length, if 1 was with 


child, he would take care of that, and 


of me too: this hardened us both. At 
length, as I had feared, ſo it came to 
Paſs, and I was indeed with child. . 

After I was ſure it was fo, we began 
to think of taking meaſures for the ma- 
naging it, and I propoſed" truſting the 
ſecret to my landlady, which he agreed 


to. My landlady made light of it; the 


ſaid ſhe knew it would come to that at 
laſt, and made us merry about it: ve 
found her an experienced old lay at 
ſuch work; ſhe undertook every thing, 
engaged to procure -a midwife and a 


nurſe, to fatisfy all inquiries, and | being 


us off with reputation. 

When I grew near my time, as be had 
furniſhed me very ſufficiently with mo- 
ney for the extraordinary expences of 
my lying-in, he left me and went to 
London. I had every thing very hand- 
ſome about me, but did not affect to 


be extravagant; beſides, knowing that 


. kind of affairs 4⁰ not often laſt 
| G 3 0 bog” 
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long, 1 took care to lay up as much 
money as I could; making him believe 
it was all ſpent upon the extraordinary 
0 2 of things in my lying- in. 
I was brought to bed of a fine boy, 
and when he heard of it he wrote me a 
very kind letter about it, and he thought 
it would look better for me to come away 
for London as ſoon as I was up and well; 
that he had provided apartments for me 
at eee e as if I came thither 
only from London; and that after a little 
while I ſhould go back to the Bath, and 
he would go with me. 
I embraced this offer, and according - 
ly hired a coach, and taking my child, 
a wet- nurſe, and a maid ſervant: with me, 
I went for London. 7 
le met me at Reading in his own 
chariot, and taking me into it, I left 


- the ſervants and the child in the hired 


coach, and we all came tv the londgings 
at Hammerſmith, | 

Now I was 9 in the height of 
what 1 might call my proſperity, and 
I wanted nothing but to be a wife, which, 
however, could not be in this caſe, there 
was no room for it; . therefore, if 


: 
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all occaſions I ſtudied to ſave what I 
could ; knowing well enough, that men 
who keep miſtreſſes often change, Jo 
weary, and jealous of them, or ſome- 
thing or, other happens to make them 
withdraw their bounty; and ſometimes 
the ladies that are thus well uſed, are 
not careful by a prudent. conduct T0 . 
preſerve. the eſteem of their perfons, 
or the nice article of their fidelity, an 
then they a are juſtly caſt off with con- 
tempt. 
But I was Wette in this point: Hr 
as I had no inclination to change, ſo 1 
had no manner of acquaintance, 3nd no 
temptation to look any farther.” '] kept 
no company but in che oy where 1 
lodged, and with a clergyman's lady at the 
next door; fo that when he was abſent 
I viſited nobody, nor did he ever find 
me out of my chamber or parlour when= 
ever he came down; if J went an where 
5 hs take: the air it was always with him.” 
The living in this manner with him, 
ard he with me, was certainly the moſt 
vndeſigned thing in the world; be pro- 
teſted; that when he became firſt ac- 
quainted with me, and even to the very 
QNIWOrt G4 night 
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becauſe 1 wanted: his aſſiſtance, and. I 


but when we were that night together, 
and had gone ſuch a length, I found my 
weakneſs; the inclination was not to be 


reſiſted, and was obliged to yield up all 


even before he aſked it. 
8 4 - 8 1 % : 6 * 
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However, he was ſo juſt that he ne- 
ver upbraided me with it; nor did he 
ever expreſs the leaſt diflike of my con- 
duct on any other occaſion, but always 
proteſted he was as much delighted win 
my company ge 0g: the firſt en 
came together. 

It is true, he lad: no 1 that is, 
ſhe was no wife to him, and 0 I was in 
no danger that way ; but the juſt reflec- 


tions of conſcience: oftentimes ſnatch a 


man, eſpecially a man of ſenſe, © from 
the arms of a miſtreſs; as it did er at 
laſt, though on another occaſion; #7 

On the other hand, though I was not 
without fecret reproaches of my own 
eonſcience for the life I led, and that 


_ even in the greateſt height of the ſatiſ- 
faction I ever took, yet I had the terri- 


ble profpe& of poverty which lay on me 
as a frightful ſpectre, ſo that there was 


no looking behind me: but as poverty 


brought me into it, ſo fear of poverty 
kept me in it, and I frequently reſolved 


to leave it quite off, if I could but come 


to lay up enough to maintain me: but 

theſe were thoughts of no weight, and 

whenever he came to me they vaniſh- - 
4 05 ; ed; 
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ed; for his company was ſo delightful, 
that there was no being melancholy 
when he was there, the reflections were 
all en 5 hol hours when 18 was 
alave.. xi 
I lived fix 8 in this bans: or ra- 
| this unhappy condition, in which time J 
brought him three children; and though 
I: removed: twice, yet I came back the 
ſixth year to my firſt lodgings at Ham- 
merſmith: it was here that I was one 
morning ſurpriſed with a kind, but me- 
lancholy letter from him, intimating, 
that he was ill, and was afraid he ſhould 
bave another fit of ſickneſs, but his 
wife's relations being in the houſe, it 
would not be practicable to have me 
with him, which, however, he expreſſ- 
ed his great diſfatisfaction i in, and that 
he wiſhed! I could be allowed: to _ 
him as I did before. 
I Was very much e at ED ac- 


ES, count, and was very. impatient to know 


how it was with kim. I waited a fort- 
night, and heard nothing: which ſurpriſ- 
= me, and began to be very uneaſy ; I 
think E may ſay, that for the next fortnight 
. * was near to * : it was my par- 
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ticular difficulty, that I did not know di- 
rectly where bis was; for I underſtood at 
firſt he was in the lodgings of His wife's 
mother: m_ having removed myſelf to 
London, I ſoon found by the help of 
the ditection I had for writing my letters 
to him, how to enquire after him, and 
thete 1 found that he was at 4 houſe in 
Bloomſbury- ſquare, whither he had, a 
little before he fell ſick, removed his 
whole family; and that his wife and his 
wife's mother were in the ſame” houle, 
though the wife was not ſuffered to know 
that ſhe was in the ſame ole Wr * 
huſband: 

Here I alſo ohderfinad that be was at 
the laſt extremity, which made me almoſt 
at the laſt extremity too, to have a true 
account. One night L had the curioſity | 
to diſguiſe myſelt like a ſervant maid, 
and went to the door, as ſent by a lady of 5 
the neighbourhood, wherehe hed lived] be- 
fore, and giving my maſter and miſtreſs's 
compliments, 1 ſaid, I was ſent to 
know how Mr. Bates did, and how. he 
had reſted that night.“ 

In delivering this meſſage, 1 got the. 


W deſired: for peaking with 
GG. one 
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one of the maids, I held a long 's 
tale with her, and had all am 
lars of his illneſs, which I found was a 
| can attended with a . cough - and a 
ver. She told me alſo who was in the 
houſe, and how his wife was, who, by 

her. relation, | they were in ſome 
might recover her underſtanding; but 
as to the gentleman himſelf, ſhe told me 
the doctors ſaid, there were very little 
hopes of him; in the morning they 
abr he had; been dying, and he was 
but little better then, for they did not 
expect chat he could live over the night. 
This was heavy news for me: and I 
began now to ſee an end of my proſpe- 
rity, and to ſee alſb that it was very 
well 1 had ſaved. ſomething, for that. 
now I had no view of = own _ 
before me. 
It lay very heavy upon my mind too, 
that I had a ſon, about five years old, 
and no proviſion made for him, at leaſt 
that I knew off. With theſe conſidera- 
tions, and a fad heart, I went home, 
and began to think how 1 ſhould live, 
and in vn manner to beſtow myſelf. 
; 2 I could 
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I could not reſt without enquiring 
1 how he was; and not venturing to 


go myſelf, I ſent ſeveral meſſengers, 


until after a fortnight's. waiting longer, 
1 found there were hopes of his 155 
though he was ſtill very ill: then I a. 


time after I learnt in the N 
that he was abroad again. MF 

I then made no doubt, but 1 ſhould 
foi hear of him, and began to comfort 


myſelf, being, as I thought, recovered. _ 
Wich much ſurpriſe and amazement, 1 


waited near to months and heard no- 
thing, but that being recovered he was 
gone into the country for the air; after 
this it was yet two months more, and 


then I underſtood he was returned to 
London again, but _ 1 heard — Ry 
from him. 

I had ſent frond Jetters to ham and 


directed them as uſual, and found two 
or three of them had been called for, 


but not the reſt; © I wrote again in a 
more prefling manner, and in one of 
them, Jet im know, that 1 muſt be 
forced to wait on tam: myſelf, repre- 
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lodgings to pay, and the proviſion for 
the child wanting, and my own deplo- 
rable condition, deſtitute of ſubſiſtence 
after his ſolemn engagement to take care 
of, and provide for me. I took a copy 
of this letter, and finding it apt the 
houſe, near a month, and was not called 
for, I found means to have the copy of 
it put into his own: hands at a Coffee- 
houſe, where J had by enquiry as 
uſed $0098 1164959 Orig e e oc. 
This fetter foreed an anſwer from him; 
dy which, though I found I was to be 
abandoned, yet I found he had ſent a 
letter to me ſome time before, deſiring 
me to go down do the Bath Pine. its 
contents 1 ſhall come to preſentiy. 
lt is true, that ſick beds are che times 
when ſuch corteſpondences as this are 
looked on with different countenance, 
and ſeen with other eyes than we ſaw 
them with, or than they appeared with 
before. My lover had been at the gates 
of drath, and at the very brink of eter- 
nity ; and it ſeems had been ſtruck with 
remorſe, and with ſad reflections upon 
his paſt life; and among the reſt, this 
e eee with me, which 
3 Was 
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was neither more or leſs than a long- 
continued life of adultery, had repreſent- 
ed itſelf, as 1t really was, not as- it had 
been formerly thought by him to be; and 
he looked upon it now with a Jaft nd a 
religious abhorrencſe. 
I cannot but obſerve allo, and leave 
it for the direction of my ſex in fuch 
caſes, that whenever ſincere repentance - 
ſucceeds ſuch a crime as this, there 
never fails to attend a hatred of the ob- 
ject; and the more the affection might 
ſeem to be before, the hatred will be the 
more in proportion. It will always be 
ſo, it can be no otherwiſe; for there 
cannot be a true and ſincere abhorrence 
of the offence, and the love to the cauſe 
of it remain; there will with an abhor- 
rence of the ſin, be found a deteſtation 
of the fellow-ſinner; 3 you can expect no 
other Sf] 
I found it fo here: apa good-man- 
ners, and juſtice, kept him from carry- 
ing it on to an extream; but the ſhort 
hiſtory of his part in this affair, was 
thus; he perceived by my laſt letter, 
and by all the reſt, which he went for 
s that 1 was not gone to the Bath, 
* | La that 
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chat his firſt letter had not come to my 
hand, upon which he wrote me the 2 


wing. 


2 adam 

I am ſurpiſed that my 15 dated 
the eighth of laſt month did not come 
to your hand. I give you my word it 
was delivered at your jodgings, and to 
the hands of your maid. 

I need not acquaint you with what has 
been my condition for ſome time paſt; 
and having been at the edge of the 
grave, I am, by the unexpected and un- 
deſerved merey of Heaven, reftored 
again. In the condition I have been in, 
it cannot be ſtrange to you, that our 

y correſpondence has not been 
the leaſt of the burthens which lay upon 
my mind: I need ſay no more, thoſs 
things that muſt be repented of, ie 
alſo reformed. 

I wiſh you would think of going back 
to the Bath. I encloſe you here a bill for 
ohe hundred pounds for clearing your- 
ſelf at your lodgings, and carrying you 
don, and hope it will be no ſurpriſe to 
Fou to add, 2 on this account only, 


and 


- 
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and not for any offence: given me on 
your fide, can ſee you no more. I will 
take care of the child; leave him where 
he is, or take him with you, as you 
pleaſe. I wiſn you the like reflections, 
and that they may be to your advantage. 
I%h% ¾ ³m ane 


I 'was ſtruck with this letter, ſuch as 
I cannot deſcribe. The reproaches of my 
own conſcience were ſuch as I cannot 
expreſs, ' for I was not blind to my 
own crime: Let, I never once reflected 
that I was all this while a married wo- 
man, a wife to Mr. Smith the linnen- 
draper, Who though he had left me by 
the neceſſity of his circumſtances, had 
no power to diſcharge me from the mats 
riage- contract which was between us, or 
to give me a legal liberty to marry 
again; ſo that I had been no leſs than 
an adultreſs all this while. I then re- 
proached: myſelf with the liberties I had 
taken, and how I had been a ſnare to 
him, and that indeed, I was principal 
in the crime: that now he was merci- 
fully ſnatched out of the gulph by a 
convineing work upon his mind, w_ 

va | that 
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that I was left as if I was forſaken of 
God's grace, and abandoned by Heaven 
ad a continuing in my wickedneſs, 
Under helge reflections: 1 continued 
ks penſive for near a month, and did 
not go down to the Bath, having no in- 
clination to be with the woman who [ 
was with before; and beſides, I was 
very loth abe n know 1 was de- 
ſerted. | 
And now 1 was: a b ned a- 
bout my little boy. bs was death to me 
to part with the child, and yet when 
1 confidered the danger of being one 
time or other left with him to keep with- 
out a maintenance to ſupport him, I then 
reſolved to leave him where he was; but 
then I concluded alſo to be near him 
myſelf too, that I might have the ſatis- 
faction of ſeeing him, without the care 
of et tor ie, 2909 of + 0. 
I ſent Mr. Bates à letter therefore, 
iharl had obeyed his orders in all things, 
but that of going back to the Bath, 
which 1 could not think of for many 
reaſons. That, however, parting from 
him was a wound to me that I could ne- 


ver recover; yet I was _ ſatisfied his 
1111 re- 


vulgarly called Moll Flanders. 139 


reflections were juſt, and would be very 
far from deſiring to obſtruct his refor- 
mation Or fentan ce: 
Then I repreſented my own circum- 
ſtances to him in the moſt moving 
terms. I told him that thoſe unhappy 
diſtreſſes which firſt moved him to a 
generous: and an honeſt friendſhip for 
me, would, I hope, move him to a hit- 
tle concern for me 'now; though the 
criminal part of our correſpondence, 
which I believed neither of 'us intended 

to fall into at that time, was broken off; 
that I deſired to repent as ſincerely as 
he had done, but entreated him to put 

me in ſome; condition, that I might not 

be expoſed to temptations from the 
frightful proſpect of poverty and dif- 
treſs; and if he had the leaſt apprehen- 
ſions of my being troubleſome to him, 
begged he would put me in a condi- 
tion to go back to my mother in Virgi- 
nia, from whence he knew I came, and 
that would put an end to all his fears on 
that account. I concluded, that if he' _ 
would ſend me fifty pounds more to 
facilitate my going away, I would pro- 
miſe never to diſturb him again; * 
11 6 it 
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it Was to hear of the well-doing of the 
child, who, if I found my mother living, 
and my circumſtances able, I would 
ſend for to come over to me, and take 
him alſo effectually off of his hands. 
Accordingly he was ſo genteel as to ſend 
me the money: thus, though full ſore 
againſt my will, a final end was put to 
n ˙ÜiäwP⸗... 4 Pioow 
And here 1 cannot but reflect upon 
the unhappy conſequence of too great 
freedoms between perſons ſtated as we 
were, upon the pretence of innocent in- 
tentions, and the love of friendſhip; 
for the fleſn has generally fo great a 
ſhare in thoſe friendſhips that it is great 
odds but inclination prevails at laſt over 
the moſt folemn reſolutions, and that 
vice breaks in at the breaches of decen- 
cy, which really innocent friendſhip 
ought to preſerve with the greateſt ſtrict- 
neſs: but I leave the readers of theſe 
things to their own juſt reflections, 
which they will be more able to make 
effectual, than I, who ſo ſoon forgot 
thyſelf, nfs tons urn; 

. now had no help, no affiſtance, no 
guide for my conduct. I knew 1 
«i net aim 
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aimed at, and what I wanted ; but knew 
not how to purſue the end by direct 
means. I wanted to be placed in a ſet- 
tled ſtate of living, and had I happened 
to have met with a ſober good huſband, 
I ſhould have been as faithful a wife to 
him as virtue itſelf. could have formed. 
If 1 have been otherwiſe, the vice came 
in always at the door of neceſſity, not 
at the door of inclination ; and I under. 
ſtood too well, by the want of it, what 
the value of a ſettled life was, to do 
any thing to forfeit the felicity of it; 
nay, 1 ſhould have made the better wife 
for all the difficulties 1 had paſſed thro, 
nor did I in any of the times that 1 
had been a wife, give my huſbands the 
leaſt uneaſineſs on account of my be- 
bars e 
At length, a new ſcene opened. There 
was in the houſe, where I lodged, a 
North · country gentle woman, and nothing 
was more frequent in her diſcourſe, than 
her account of the cheapneſs of provi- 
ſions, and the eaſy way of living in her 
country; how plentiful every thing was, 
and what good company they kept; till 
| . ö at 
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at laſt I told her ſhe almoſt tempted me 
to go and live in her country; for I 
that was a widow, though I had ſuffi- 
cient to live on, yet had no way of en- 
creaſing it, and that London was an ex- 
penſive and extravagant place. 
1 Qſhould here obſerve, that not only 
ſhe, but others, imagined I was a great 
fortune, or at leaſt, that I had three or 
four thouſand pounds, if not more, and 
all in my own hands: this woman, | 
ſay, was mighty free with me, when ſhe 
thought me inclined to go into her 
country; ſhe ſaid, ſhe had a ſiſter lived 
near Leverpoole, that her brother was a 
conſiderable gentleman there, and had a 
reat eſtate. alſo in Ireland; that ſhe 
would go down there in about two 
months, and if I would give her my 
company. thither, 1 ſhould, be as wel- 
come as herſelf for a month, or more, 
as I pleaſed, *rill I ſhould ſee how I liked 
the country; and if I thought fit to 
live there, ſhe would undertake they 
would take care, though they did not 
entertain lodgers themſelves, they would 
recommend me to ſome agreeable family 
oF Ide 155 Where 
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where 1 __ 4s placed to * con- 
tent. N 
If this woman had known my real 
circumſtances, | ſhe would never have 
laid ſo many ſnares, and taken ſo many 
weary ſteps to catch a deſolate creature 
that was good for little when it was 
caught: and indeed, I, whoſe caſe was 
almoſt deſperate, and thought could 
not be much worſe, was not very anxious 
about what might befall me, provided 
they did me no arg injury; fo 1 
ſuffered myſelf, though not without a 
deal of invitation, and great: profeſſions 
of ſincere friendſhip and real kindneſs, 
to be een a to go with her; 
and according 25 I packed up my things, 
and put myſelf in a readineſs, though I _ 
did not abſolutely know en I was + 
e on, vt. 1 att, | 
And now I found myſelf i in great dit. 
treſs; for I had not one friend in the 
world with whom to truſt that little I 
had, or to direct me how to diſpoſe. of 
it, and this perplexed me. I thought 
of the Bank, but I had no friend to 
commit the management of it to, and 


- by Keep and carry about with me bank. 
| dills, 
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bills, I looked upon it as unſafe; that if 
they were loſt, my money was loſt, and- 
then I was undone ; and on the other 
hand I might be robbed and perhaps 
murdered in a ſtrange place for them; 
this perplexed me ſtrangely, A mw to 
do I knew not. 

It came in my thoughts one morn- 
ing that I would go to the Bank myſelf, 
where I had often been to receive the i in 
tereſt of ſome bills I had, which had in- 

tereſt payable on them, and where 1 
had found the clerk to whom I applied 
myſelf very honeſt, and particularly ſo 
fair one time, that when I had miſs- told 
my money, and taken leſs than my due, 
and was coming away, he ſet me to 
e and gave me the reſts? 1 ict 

I Went to him, and neiprelented my 
1 and aſked, if he would trouble 
himſelf to be my adviſer, who was a 
friendleſs widow, and knew not what to 
do. He told me, if I deſired his opi- 
nion of any thing within the reach of 

his buſineſs, he would do his endeavour 

that I ſhould not be wronged; that he 
would help me to a ſober perſon, a man 


of his acquaintance, who was a clerk in 
| ſuch . 


\ 
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ſuch buſineſs too, though not in their 
houſe,” whoſe judgment was good, and 
whoſe honeſty I might depend upon, 
« for,” added he, I will 1 for 
him, and for every ſtep he talces. “. 
After ſome pauſe, I told him, I had 
rather have depended upon himſelf, be- | 
cauſe I had found him honeſt, but if = 
that could not be, I would take his re 
commendation ſooner than any one's elſe; 
« dare ſay, madam, that you willibe as 
well ſatisſied with my friend as with me, 
and he is bagels able to aſſiſt you, 
which I am not;“ he added, that his 2 
friend ſhould take nothing of me for | 
his advice or aſſiſtance z nd Ws: encou- | 
raged me much. #1 
He appointed the ae evening for 
me to meet him and his friend; and in- 
deed as ſoon as I ſaw him, and he began 
to talk of the affair, I was fully ſatis- 
fied that I had a very honeſt man to deal 
with: his countenance ſpoke it; and his 
character, as I heard afterwards; was 
every where ſo good, that 1 had no room 
for any doubts upon me. | 
Hie told me I might ge the money 
in the 2 am account, and its being 
| entered 
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entered in the books would entitle me to 
the money at any time: and if I was in 
the North I might draw bills on the 
caſhire and receive it when I would; 

but that then it would be eſteemed as 
running caſn, and the bank would 
no intereſt for it; that ! might Ke 


ſtock with it; and ſo it would lie in ſtore 


for me; but that then if I wanted to 
diſpoſe of it, I muſt come up to town 
to:transfer it, and even it would be with 
ſome difficulty I ſhould receive the half- 
yearly dividend, unleſs J was here in 
perſon, or had ſome friend I could truſt 


with having the ſtock in his name to 


do it for me, and that would have the 
ſame difficulty in it as before; and with 
that he looked hard at me and ſmiled; 

at laſt, ſays he, Why do you not get 


a ſte ward, madam, that may take you 
and your money together, and then you 


will have the trouble _— off of your 
hands ? 

Ax fir, and the money too it may 
be, for truly I find the hazard that way 
is as much as it is the other way z” but 
remember, I ſaid, ſecretly i to | myſelf, 


I with you will alk me the queſtion, I 


112 | | would 
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would conſider very gerne on it be- 
fore I ſaid no.? 

He went on a good way with me, and 
I thought once or twice he was in earn- 
eſt, but I found at laſt he had a wife; 
but when he owned he had, he'ſhook 
his head, and ſaid, with ſome concern, 
that indeed, he had a wife,, and no 
wife. I began to think he had been in 
the condition of my late lover. How- 
ever, we had not much more diſcourſe 
at that time, but he told me he was 
in too much hurry of buſineſs then; 
that if I would come to his houſe after 
their buſineſs was over, he would con- 
ſider what might be done for me. I 
told him I would come, and deſired to 
know where he lived. He gave me a 
direction in writing; and when he gaye 
it me, he ſaid, © there it is, madam, if 
you dare truſt yourſelf with me,” 
„Tes, ſir, I believe I may venture 
to truſt you, for you have a wife you 
ſay, and I don't want a huſhand; be- 
ſides, I dare truſt you with my 1 
and if that were gone, I may 1 my- 
ſelf any where.“ Vie | 

[ OO EL Wo: He 
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He ſaid ſome things in jeſt that were 
very handſome, and would have pleaſed 
me very well if they had been in earn- 
eſt; but that paſſed over. I took the 
directions, and appointed to attend him 
at his houſe at ſeven a clock the ſame 
evening DIRE e e 
When I came he made ſeveral propo- 
ſuls for my placing my money in the 
Bank, in order to, my having intereſt for 
t ; but ſtill ſome ditflouliy on other 
came in the way, which he oObjected as 
not ſafe; and I found ſuch a fincere: 
difintereſted honeſty in him, I began to 
think, 1 had certainly found the honeſt 
rman-T'wanted, and that I could never 
put myſelf into better hands; fo I told 
him, with a great deal of freedom, that 
F had never met with man or woman 
yet that T could truſt, or in whom I 
could think myſelf fafey but T-ſaw he 
was ſo diſinteteſtedly concerned for my 
welfare, that I faid 1 would frecly truft 
him with" the management of that little 
I. tac if he would accept to be ſteward 
fot a widow that cod give him no 
ſualary. my © Was Ny! 
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He ſmiled, and getting up, with great 
reſpect, ſaluted me. He ſaid he took it 
very kindly J had ſo good. an opinion of 
him; that he would not deceive me, 
and he would do any thing in his power 
to ſerve me; but he could not by any 
means accept of a truſt that might 
bring him to be ſuſpected of felf-1n- 
tereit, and if I ſhould die he might have 
diſputes; with my executors, which he 
ſhould be very loth to eneumber himſelf 
with, P.. REAR 
I replied, if thoſe were all his objec- 


tions I would ſoon remove them, and 


convince him, there was not the leaſt 
room for any difficulty; for as for ſuſ- 
pecting him, if ever I ſhould do it, 
now was the time, and not put the 
truſt into his hands; and whenever I did 
ſuſpect him he could but throw it up 
then and refuſe to go any farther. As to 
executors, I aſſured him I had no heirs, 
nor any relations in England, and 1 
would have neither heirs or exceutors 
but himſelf, unleſs J ſhould alter my 
condition, and then his truſt and trou- 
ble ſhould ceaſe together; but I told 
him if I died as I was, it ſhould be all 
WV H 3 „ 
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| Ja own, and he would deſerve it by 
being ſo. faithful as 1 was ſatisfied he 
would be. 

He changed his countenance and aſk'd 
me, how I came to have ſo much good 
will for him? and looking pleaſed, ſaid, 
he might lawfully wiſh-he was a fingle 
man for my 4 I ſmiled and told 
him, that as he was not, my offer could 
have no deſign upon him in it; and to 
wiſh, as he did, was not to be allowed, 
it was criminal to his wife. 0 

He rephed, 1 was wrong; for, ma- 
40 dam, as I. ſaid before, 1 have a me 
and no wife.” 7-3 1 Slg. 

I know nothing of. your circum- 
ſtances that way, ſir, but it cannot be 
innocent to wiſh. your wife dead. + 
I tell you,” ſays he again, he is 
2 wife and no wife; you don't know 
What I a am, or what ſhe ii dent en 

. Ae hat 8. true, ſir, I do not know 
Phat you are; but I believe you to be 
an honeſt man; and that's the cauſe of 
confidence in vou.“ d 

„ 40 Well, well,“ ſays: Ow „ and ſo 1 
and, h hope, tn am P 51 elſe 
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tos, madam, for, bo be plain with you, 


ſhe is no. better than ſhe. ſhould be.“ 

_ I waved the diſcourſe, and began to 
talk of my buſineſs; but 1 found he 
could not have done with it, ſo I let 
him alone, and he went on to tell me 
his caſe, particularly, that having been 
out of England ſome time beldre tie 
came to the poſt he was in, ſhe had had 
two children by an officer of the army; 
that when he came to England, and 


upon her ſubmiſſion, took her again, 


yet ſhe. went away from him with a 
linnen-draper's apprentice, robbed him 
of what ſhe could come at, and conti- 
nued to live from him ſtill; *' fo that, 
madam, ſhe is lewd. not by neceſſity, 
bur by inclination, and for the fake of 
/ OE TTROeR 
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I told him, I pitied him, and with 
him well rid of her, and ſtill would 
have talked of my buſineſs; but it would 
not do. At laſt he looks ſteadily at me, 
Look you, madam, you came to af 
advice of | me ; - but 31 muſt turn the 
tables, ſince you are fo friendly, and 1 
: v1 ARR. ; 4 SHE $4 £953. 0 
- muſt aſk advice of you; tell me What 
1 . | 4 $8 We < {26 K NN. 4 Lan 
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can 1 do to do myſelf Jui upon 
her 5“ 
BEM us Alas, tie "ths a caſe too nice for me 
to adviſe in, but it ſeems ſhe has run 
away from you, ſo you are rid of her; 
What can you deſire more? She may 
indeed run you into debt, but the Jaw 
has furniſhed you with methods to pre- 
Vent it,” 
e No, no, that is not the caſe, jt 
is not that part that 1 ſpeak of. 1 
5 would be rid of her ſo that J might mar- 
again,” ; 
pe Well, fir, then you muſt. divorce 
er.” 
That, madam, is ven tedious and 
nſive.“ 
= Why, fir, if 3 ou can get any wo- 
man you "ike to take your word, I ſo 
poſe your wife would not diſp ute the f. 
70 with you that ſhe takes Frerſelf | 
|S AY, Yi it would be hard to bring 
an honeſt woman to do that; and for 
the other ſort, 1 have had enough of 
N to 8 with any more.“ - 
I | replied, © Why you, ſhut the doar | 
againſt any. honeſt woman acceptin 


Ido, for you condemn all that ſhould 
venture 
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venture upon you at once, and con- 
clude, that really a woman that takes 
you now, cannot be honeſt.“ 


„ wiſh you would ſatisfy me that 


an honeſt woman would take me, I 


would venture it. Will you take me ma- 


dam ?” 
That is not a fair queſtion; fs, af 


ter what you have faid ; however, leſt 
you ſhould think I wait only for a re- 
cantation of it, I ſhall anſwer you plain- 
ly, No; my buſineſs is of another kind, 


and I did not expect you would have 


turned my ſerious pures into a 
comic one.? 


8 Why, madam,” my caſe is as Wb 


as your's can be, and I ſtand in as much 
need of advice as you do; for 1 know 
not what courſe to take, I proteſt to 
you.“ To 2 Oo? a 1 


Why, Gr; it is ey to give advice in 


your caſe, much eaſier than it is in mine.“ 
Speak then, madam, I | beg of you, 


for now you encourage me.?“ 


Why, fir, if your caſe i is ſo plain | 


as you ſay. it is, you may be legally di- 
vorced, and then you. may find honeſt 
. women enough. to alk the queſtion; 


H 5 | the 
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the ſex i is not ſo JCSKCE, Nat; you can want 
n ne 
66 Well then, I * in . Tal 


take your advice; but ſhall 1 alk you one 


queſtion. fnpullyo nimew. one 
Any queſtion, ar, but that you adid 


| before.” 
No, madam, that anſwer will not 


do, for. that is the queſtion I ſhall aſk.” 
Jou may. aſk what queſtions! you 
pleaſe, but you have my anſwer already; 


beſides, ſir, can you think ſo ill of me, 


as that 1 would give any anſwer to ſuch 
a queſtion. before: hand? Can any wo- 
man believe you in earneſt, or think you 


dieſign any thing but to banter her?“ 


15+] aflure, You, madam, I do not 


banter you, I Am, in "ren 9 con- 
= ſider ann, N 1 _ 


« But, fir, I came to you abour my 


own buſineſs; I beg of you let me know, 


what vou will adviſe me to do?? 
will be Prepared, moaned; againſt 


| you come again,” 


** Nay, fir, n . forbid wy hom. 
ing any more.” 


Why ſo 5 and he looked a hl er. 
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« Becauſe, fir, you cannot. expe 1 
ſhould viſit you on the account you talk 
of.“ 53: $1 $26 Be 75270 
1 Well, ld. you ſhall promiſe 
me to come again, and 1 will pe fay 
any more of it until it is done; but 1 
deſire you will prepare to be better con- 
ditioned, for you ſhall be the worth, 
why I owe it to your unlooked- for kin 


. neſs, if it were to nothing elſe; dot 
| I have other reaſons U 


'T. faid very reſpectfully, it was 
time enough to confider of theſe things 
when he was in a condition to talk of 
them; in the mean time, I told him, 1 


was going a great way from him, and 


he would find objects enough to pleaſe 
him better. We broke off here for: the 
preſent, and he made me promiſe him 
to come egain the next day, for his reſo- 
lutions upon my own' buſineſs; which 


after ſome preſſing, 1 did. 


We had now a ſecond ee 
upon the ſubject. He proteſted his ar- 
fection to me, and indeed, I had no 


room to doubt it; he declared” that i "4 


began the firſt moment I talked with 
him. He then told me, how much'the 


. Ser 


b 
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offer J had made of truſting him with 
my effects, and leaving them to him, 
had engaged him. He then ſaid he had 
2 propoſal to make, which I ſhould pro- 
6 miſe him I would not take ill, if I 
— ſhould not grant it. I told him I hoped 
he would make no diſhonourable pro- 
'F Dofal, eſpecially in his own houſe ; and 
| that if it was ſuch, I defired he would 
not propoſe it, that I might not be 
\ obliged to offer any reſentment that 
did not become the reſpect I profeſſed, 
and the truſt I had placed in him in 
coming to his houſe; and begged he 
would give me leave to go: and I began 
to put on my gloves, and prepare to be 
n Still he importuned me not to talk of 
going; he aflured me he had no diſho- 
nourable thing in his thoughts about 
me, and was very far from offering any 
thing co me that was diſhonourable; and 
if I thought ſo, he would chooſe to ſay 
| JJ ni ire, 
II., told him, I was ready to hear any 
thing that he had to ſay, depending that 
he would ſay nothing unworthy of him- 
ſelf. or unfit for me to hear. Upon this, 


—_— — — 
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he told me his propoſal . was, that 1 
would marry him, though he had not 
yet obtained the divorce from his wife; 
and to ſatisfy me that he meant honour- 
ably, he would promiſe not to deſire me 
to live with him, or to bed with! him, 
until the divorce was obtained. 5 
I } declined the motion with ſome 
warmth, and ſaid, that ſuch a pro- 
poſal would be of no fignification, but 
8 entangle us both in great difficulties 3 
for if he ſhould not at laſt obtain the 
divorce, we could not diſſolve the mar- 
riage, neither could we proceed in it; 
fo that if he was diſappointed, I left 
him to conſider what a condition we 5 
ſhould both be in 
In ſhort, I carried on the argument 
againſt this ſo far, that I convinced him, i it 
was not a propoſal that had any meaning 
in it. Then he went from it to another, 
and that was, that I would fign a con- 
tract with him, conditioning to- marry 
him as ſoon as the divorce was ob- 
tained, and to be vo: if he could not 
: obtain. 1 . 
I told him that was more ratioral 
than the other; but as this was, the firſt. 
„ ; | ume 


— 1 CCC —— 
— — 
— — — * ** 


-Endertaingd at a merchant” s houſe 1 


158 The Hiſfory of Lætitia Atkins; 


time that ever I could i imagine him weak 
enough to be in earneſt, I did not uſe 
to ſay Yes at firſt aſking 1 would confi- 


mn of it. 


In a word 1 ace a Gntröet; ; and 
told him I was going into the North, 
that he ſhould know where to write to 
me in conſequence of the buſineſs I 
had intruſted him with; that I would 
give him a ſufficient pledge of my re- 


ipect for him, for I would leave almoſt 
all I had in the world in his hands and 


J would thus far give him my word, 
that as ſoon as he had ſued out a di- 


vorce, if he would ſend me an account 


of it I would come up to London; that 


then we would talk ſeriouſly of the mat- 


dert and I took my leave of him. 
In a few days after, I went with my 
friend, as I called her, into Lancaſhire. 


All the way ſhe careſſed me with the ut- 
moſt appearance of a ſincere undiſſem- 


bled affection; her brother brought a 


gentleman S coach to Warrington, to re. 
ceive us, and we were carried trom 
thence to Leverpoole with as much cere- 
mony as 1 could deſire: we were . 


Lever- 
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Leverpoole three or four days very hand- 


2 ſomely. Then ſhe told me ſhe would 


carry me to an uncle's houſe of her's, 
where we ſhould be nobly entertained. 
She did ſo: her uncle, as ſhe called him, 
ſent a coach and four horſes for us, and 


we were carried near forty.: Mikes 1 know 


not whither. 

We came, however, to a gentleman 8 
ſeat, Where was a numerous family, a 
large park, extraordinary company in- 

deed, and where ſhe was c lled couſin. 
I told her if ſhe had reſolved to bring 
me into ſuch company, fhe ſhould have 


let me have prepared myſelf, and have 


furniſned myſelf with cloaths. The la- 

dies took notice of that, and told me 
very genteely, they did not value peo- 
ple in their country ſo much by their 
eloaths; as they did in London; that 
their couſin had fully informed them of 
my quality, and that I did not want 
cloaths to ſer me off; in ſhort, they en- 
tertained me not like what J was, but 
like what they thought I had keen, 
namely, a widow lady of a great for- 


tune. 
1 ſtay'd 


S 
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I ſtay'd here ſix weeks; and then my 
ES led me back to a country 
village, about ſix miles from Lever- 
poole, where her brother, as ſhe called 
him, came to; viſit. me in his own cha- 
riot, and the next ning be made love 
to me. | 

However, in all appearance this bro- 
ther was a match worth my liſtening to, 
and the leaſt his eſtate. was valued at, 
Vas a thouſand. pounds a year; but the 
ſiſter ſaid it was worth fifteen hundred 
ponds a year, and lay moſt of it in re- 


3 


I that was a great fortune, o or 50 
for ſuch, was above being aſked * 
much my eſtate was; and my falſe 
friend, taking it upon a fooliſh; hearſay, 
had raiſed it from five hundred pounds 
to five thouſand, and by the time 

the came into the country, ſhe called 
it fifteen thouſand; The Iriſhman, her 
brother, for fuch F underſtood: him to 
be, was ſtark mad at this bait. He had; 
to give him his due, the appearance of 
the fine gentleman: he was tall, well 
maped, and had an extraordinary ad- 
dreis; talked as naturally * his * 2 


his 
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his ſtables, horſes, his ga ae 
woods, and bis tenants, as if he had 


been in the manſion-houle, aa I had 


ſeen them all about me. 


He never ſo much as aſked we about | 


my fortune, or eſtate; but aſſured me 
that when he came to Dublin he would 
jointure. me in ſix hundred pounds a 
year good land; and that he would en- 


ter into a deed of ſettlement here, for 


the performance of it. 


This was ſuch language as [ had not 


been uſed to, and my female friend, 
vas for ever telling me how great her 


brother lived. One time ſhe would come 


for my orders, how I would have my 
coach painted, and how lined; and ano- 
ther time what cloaths I would chuſe: 


In ſhort, my eyes were dazzled, I had 


now loſt my power of ſaying no, and 
to cut the ory ſhort, I conſented to be 
married. 

I cannot ſay, but I had ſome reflec- 
tions upon the diſhonourable forſaking 
my faithful citizen, who loved me ſin- 


cerely, and who was endeavauring to 


quit himſelf of a ſcandalous woman, by 


whom he had been indeed barbarouſly 
uſed, 


— 
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uſed, and promiſed himſelf infinite hap- 
pineſs in his new choice; which choice 


was now giving up herſelf to another in 


a manner almoſt as” ſcandalous as hers 
could be. 


But the glittering ſhew af a great 
eſtate, repreſented every hour to my 


imagination, hurried me away, and gave 


me no time to think of N or of 
any thing there. 
Bur the thing was done, I was now in 


the arms of my new ſpouſe, who ap- 


-peared ſtill the Gan as before, great 
even to magnificence; and nothing leſs 


than a thouſand pound, a year could ſup- 


Port the equipage he appeared in. 

After we had been married about a 
month, he began to talk of my going 
to Weſt-Cheſter in order to embark for 
Ireland. However, he did not hurry 
me, for we ſtaid near three weeks longer, 
and then he ſent to Cheſter for a coach 


to meet us at the Black Rock, as they 


call it, over againſt Levetpoole. *F hi- 
ther we went in a fine pinnace, with ſix 
' oars, his ſervants, and horſes, and bag- 
gage going in the ferry-boat. e made 
his excuſe to me, that he had nd ac- 


4D | quaintance 
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quaintance at Cheſter, but he would go 
before and get ſome handſome Ku 1 
ments for me at a private houſe. I aſk'd 
him how long we ſhould ſtay at Cheſter? 
he ſaid, not at all, any longer than one 
night or two, but he would immediately 
hire a coach to goto Holyhead, Then I 
told him he ſhould by no means give 
hiafelf the trouble to get private lodg- 
ings for one night or two, for that 
Cheſter being a great place, I made no 
doubt but there would be very good inns, 
and accommodation enough; ſo we 
lodged at an inn in the Welt Street, not 
far from the cathedral. F 
Ferxe he talking of wy: going to Ire- 
land, aſked me, if I had any affairs 
to ſettle at London before we went 
off? I told him, not of any great con- 


ſequence, but what might be done as 


well by letter from Dublin. Madam, 
lays hey very reſpectfully, I ſuppoſe the 
greateſt part of / your eſtate, which my 


ſiſter tells me is moſt of it in money in 


the bank of England, lies ſecure enough; 

but in caſe it requires transferring, or any 

way OY. Us leet it will be 
0 ps 3.100 en 
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neceſſary to go up to London, and ſettle 
thoſe things before we go over,” 
J looked ſtrange at it, and told him, 
I knew not what he meant ; that I had 
no effects in the bank of England that 
I knew of; and I hoped he could not 
ſay, that I had ever told him I had. 
No, he ſaid, I had not told him ſo, but 
his ſiſter had ſaid the greateſt part of 
my eſtate lay there; and I only men- 
tioned it my dear, that if there Was any 
occaſion to ſettle it, or order any thing 
about it, we might not be obliged to the 
hazard and trouble of another voyage 
back again,“ for he added, that he did 
not care to venture me too much upon 
r | x] | 
Il 1 was ſurpriſed at this, and began to 
conſider ſeriouſly, what the meaning of 
it muſt be; and it preſently occurred to 
me, that my friend, who called him 
brother, had repreſented me in colours 
which were not my due; and I thought, 
ſince it was come to that pitch, that I 
would know the bottom of it before 
went out of England, and before I 
ſhould put myſelf into I knew not whoſe 
bands in a ſtrange country. 
ts ; ; Upon 
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Upon this J called his ſiſter into my 
Haber and letting her know the diſ- 
courſe her brother and I had heen upon 
the evening before, I defired her to tell 
me, what ſhe had ſaid to him, and upon 
what footing it was that ſhe had made 
this marriage? She owned, that ſhe had 
informed him, that I was a great for- 
tune; and ſaid, that ſhe was 122 ſo at 
London. Og 

« Fold fo,” faxe I, warmly, « did #69 
ever tell you ſo?” 

No, ſhe ſaid, it was true I did not 
tell her ſo; but J had ſaid ſeveral times, 
that what 1 had was in my own diſpoſal. 

„ did fo,” replied I very haſtily, 
but J never told you, I had any thin 
called a fortune; no, not that I had 
one hundred pounds, or the value of an 
hundred' pounds in the world; and how 
did it conſiſt with my being a fortune, 
that I ſhould come here into the north. 
of England with you, only upon the; ac- 
count of living cheap ?” 

At theſe words, which I ſpoke warm 
and ſighed, my huſband; der brother as 
ſhe called Ar came into the room; and 
I deſired Him to come and fit down. for 
. : ] had 
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1 had ſomething of moment to ſay be. 


fore them both, which it was abſolutely 


neceſſary he ſhould hear. 
He looked a little diſturbed at the 


earneſtneſs with which I ſeemed to ſpeak 
it, and came and ſat down by me, hav- 


ing firſt ſhut the door; upon which ] be- 
gan, for I was very much provoked, and 
turning myſelf to him, I am afraid,” 


ſays I, 0 my dear,” for I ſpoke with kind. 


neſs on his ſide, © that you have a very 


great abuſe put upon you, and an in- 


jury done you never to be repaired, in 


your marrying me, which, however, as 
I have had no hand in it, 1 deſire I may 


be fairly acquitted of it; and that the 
blame may lie where it ought to lie, and 
no where elſe, for I waſh my hands of 
every part of it.“ 

What injury can be done me, my 
dear,” ſays he, © in marrying you? I 
hope it is to my honour and advantage 


every way.” _ 
I will ſoon explain i it to you,” ſays 


I, © and I fear you will have no reaſon 
to think yourſelf well uſed; but I will 


convince you, my dear, that I have had 
no hand it :* and there I Ware 
. 
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He looked now ſcared and wild, and 
began, believed, to ſuſpect what fol- 


lowed; however, look ing towards me, 


ſaying only, « Go on,” he ſat ſilent, as if 
to hear what IJ had more to ſay pv. 
« | aſked you laſt night, if ever I 
made any boaſt to you of my eſtate in 
the bank of England, or any where 
elſe, and you owned I had not; and I 
deſire you will tell me here, before your. 
ſiſter, if ever I gave you any reaſon to 
think ſo, or that ever we had any diſ- 
courſe about it: and he owned again, I 
had not ;” but ſaid, J had appeared as 
a woman of fortune, and he depended 
on it that I was fo, and hoped he was not 
deceived.. | 
4am not enquiring whether: you 
have been deceived or not; I fear you 
have, and I too; but I am clearing 
myſelf from the unjuſt charge of 
being concerned in deceiving you. 
I have been now aſking. your fiſter 
if ever I told her of any fortune or 
eſtate I had, or gave her any particulars 
of it; and ſhe owns, I never did: 
And pray, madam”. turning myſelf 

to her, be ſo juſt to * before your 
brother, 
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brother, to charge me, if you can, if 


ever 1 pretended to you that I had an 
eſtate; and why, if I had, ſhould I 


come down into this country with you 


on purpoſe to oP that ire 1 had, and 


live cheap?“ 


She could not deny one ward, but 


ſaid/ſhe had been told in London that [ 
had a very great fortune, and that it lay 


in the bank of England. 


And nov, dear ſir,“ faid 1. turning 
myſelf to him, be ſo juſt as to tell me 
who has abuſed both you and me ſo 
much, as to make you believe I was a 
fortune, and Pe "un to court me to 


this marriage? 


He could not ſpeak. a raed; but 
pointed to her; and after ſome pauſe, 
flew into the moſt furious paſſion that 
ever I ſaw a man in my life; curſing 


her, and calling her all the names he 

could think of; and that ſne had ruined 
him, deolaring, that ſhe had told him 1 
had fifteen thoufand pounds, and that 


ſhe was to have five hundred pounds of 
him for proc uring tis match. He then 
added, that ſhe was none of his ſiſter, 


ut ee _ his miſtrets for two years. 
before, | 
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before, that ſhe had .had one hundred 
pounds in part of this bargain, and 
chat he was utterly undone if things 
were as I ſaid; and in his raving, he 
ſwore, he would let her heart's blood 
out immediately, which frighted her and 
me too; ſne cricd,, ſaid: ſhe had been 
told ſo in the houſe, where I lodged; 
but this aggravated him more than be- 
fore that ſhe ſhould put ſo far upon 
him, and run things ſuch a length upon 
no other authority. than hearſay ; and 
ſaid very honeſtly, he was * aid we 
were both undone; for to be plain, m 
dear, I have no eſtate, what little I had, 
this devil has made me run out in wait- 
ing on you, and putting me into this 
equipage.” . She took the opportunity of 
his talking with, me, got out of the 
room, and I never faw her more. 

1 was confounded now as much as he, 
and knew not what to ſay: I thought 
many ways that I had the worſt of it, 
but his ſaying, he was undone, and that he 
had no eſtate neither, put me into a meer 
diſtraction.“ Why,” ſays I, © this has 
been a juggle, for we are married here 


upon a double fraud; you are undone by 
* the 
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the diſappointment, and I if had had a 
a fortune I had been cheated too..“ 
Fou would indeed have been cheated, 
my dear,” ſays he, but you would not 
have been undone ; for fifteen thouſand 
pounds would have maintained us both 

very handſomely in this country; and 1 
aſſure you,” added he, I had reſolved to 
have dedicated all of it to you, I would 
not have wronged you of a ſhilling; and 
the reſt I would have made up in my 
affection, and tenderneſs of "you as long 
WWW 

This was very honeſt, . 1 4eatly 
believed he ſpoke as he intended, - and 
he was a man that was as well qualified 
to make me happy, as to his temper and 
behaviour, as any man ever was; but 
his having no eſtate, and being run into 
debt on this ridiculous account in the 
country, made all the proſpect diſmal 
and dreadful, and 1 Knew not what to 
fay, or what to think. | 

I told him it was erf unhappy, that 
fo much love, and fo much good-na- 
ture, as I diſcovered in him, - ſhould be 


thus Precipitated into e! that I 
ſawꝛ 
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ſaw nothing before us but ruin: for as 
to me, it was my unhappineſs, chat 
what little I had was not able to relieve 
us long, and with that J pulled out a 
bank bill of thirty pounds and eleven 
guineas, which, I told him I had ſaved 
out of my little income; and by the ac- 
count ſhe had given me of the way 
of living in that country, I expected 
it would maintain me two or three. 
years; that if it was taken from me 1 
was left deſtitute, and he knew what the 
condition of a. woman among ſtrangers. 
muſt be, if ſhe had no money; how- 
ever, 1 told him if he would take it, 
there it was. 

He replied with great concern, and I 
thought I ſaw tears ſtand in his eyes, 
he would not touch i it; that he abhorred, 
the thoughts of kripping me, and 
making me miſerable ; ; that on the con- 
trary, he had fifty guineas left, which 
was all' he had in the world; and he 
pulled them out and threw them on the 
table, bidding me take them, though he 
were to ſtarve for. the want of them,” 

I returned, with the ſame concern for 
bim, that 1 could not bear to hear him 
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tale ſo; on the contrary, if he Could 
Page any probable method of living. 
would do any thing that became me on 
my part, and that I would live- as cloſe 
and as.narrow as he could delire. TRE 
He, begged of me to talk no more at 
that rate, for it would make him diſ- 
tracted; he ſaid he was bred a gentle- 
man, though he was reduced to A lo 
fortune; and there was but one way 
left which he could think of, and that 
would. not do, unleſs 1 could auſwel him 
one queſtion, which, however, he ſaid, 
he would not preſs me to. I told him I 
would anſwer it honeſtly, whether it 
would be to his ſatisfaction or not. 
Why then, my dear, tell me plain- 
le, will the little you have keep us toge- 
ther i in any figure, or will it not?“ 
told bim I never. willingly deceived 
him, and I never would: I was very 
ſorry to ſay that the little I had, would 
not ſubſiſt us; that it was not ſufficient 
to ſubſiſt me alone in the South coun- 
try; and that this was the reaſon that 
made me put myſelf into the hands of 
that wretch ſhe having aſſured me that 


I might board very handſomely at a 
town, 
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town, where J had not yet been, for 
about eight pounds a year, and my 
whole income not being above fifteen 
pounds a year, I thought I might live 
eaſy upon it, and wait for better things; 


He ſhook his head and remained ſi- 


lent, and a very melancholy evening we 
had. However, when we had almoſt 
ſupped, he looked a little better and 


more chearful, and called for a bottle 


of wine; Come, my dear, tho' the 
caſe is bad it is to no purpoſe to be de- 
jected: be as eaſy as you can, I will en- 


deavour to find out ſome way to live; 
if you can but ſubſiſt yourſelf, I muft 
try the world M. g a man Qught to 


think like a man: To be diſcouraged, 
is to yield to the misfortune: with this. 
he filled a glaſs; and drank to me, hold- 
ing my hand, and preſſing it bard in 
his, and proteſting afterward his main 
IN was for me. 


It was really a truly gallant TY 1. 


was of, and it was the more grievous to 


me: Tis ſomething of relief even to be 
undone by a man of honour; but here 
the greateſt diſappointment was on his 


N for he had really ſpent a great deal 


13 of. 
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of money, deluded: by this procureſs. 
The deſign of deluding a woman of for- 
tune, if I had been ſo, was baſe; the 
putting the face of great things upon 
poor circumſtances was a fraud; but 
the caſe a little differed too, and that i in 
his favour, for he was not a rake that 
made a trade to delude women, and as 
ſome have done get ſix or ſeven fortunes 
after one another, and then rifle and 
leave them; but he was really a gentle- 
man, unfortunate: and low, but had 
lived well z and though if I had had a 
fortune 1 ſhould have been enraged at 
the lut fof betraying me; yet, really 
for the man, a fortune would not have 
been ill beſtowed on him, for he was a 
lovely perſon, of generous principles, 
good ſenſe, and of abundance of good- 
Hutaur. | nf 

We had a 81 of: Saen that 
night, for we neither of us ſlept much; 
he Was as penitent, for having put thoſe 
cheats upon me as if it had been fe- 
lony; he offered me again every ſhilling 
of the money he had about him, and 
ſaid, he would go into 155 army and ſeek 

18 world for more. 
I aſked 
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I aſked him, how he could be ſo un- 
kind to propoſe to carry me into Ire- 
land, when he knew he could not 
maintain me when he had got me there? 

He took me in his arms, My dear, 

I do aſſure you, upon my. honour, if 
you will allow me the expreſſion, I 
never intended to go to Ireland, much 
leſs to have carried you there; but 
came hither to be concealed from thoſe, 
who had heard what I pretended to, 
and, that nobody might aſk me for 
TR before 1 was furniſhed to fopply 

m. | 

* replied, : « But — ai then, Mr. Car- 
rol, were we to have gone next? 
Why, my Gar, I will 8 the 


70 aver put off our voyage to Ireland 
for ſome time, and to have gone firſt to- 
wards London. Then, my deat, I re- 
ſolved to have confeſſed all the circum- 
ſtances of my own affairs, and let you 
. > Know 
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know I had indeed made uſe of theſe 
artifices to obtain your conſent to marry 
me, but had now nothing to do but to 
aſk your pardon, and to tell you how 
abundantly, I would endeavour to make 
you forget what was paſt, by the Malicity 
of the days to eme. 

Indeed, Mr. Carrol, 1: end you 
would ſoon have conquered me; and it 
is my affliction, that I am not in a con- 
dition to let you ſee how eaſily I ſhould 
have been reconciled, and have paſſed 
by all you e put upon me, in recom- 
Dn 01 —1 much good-h 6 - 

my dear, whar can we do -now ?: We 
are both undone;” and what better are we 
for our being reconciled, ſeving! we have 
nerd to live on?ꝰ 2 

He begged me at laſt” to All no 
more of it, for he ſaid, I ſhould break 
his heart; ſo we talked of other things 
à little, until at laſt he took a huſ- 

band's Rave ot; nent and we Yoo fell a 
ſieep t. 
In the morning on the cable, 1 found 
od Mags Kenny.” HO FVSH OJ Da) 
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„My dear. 1 0 eel 


* Having been cw in, Ee an in- 
famous woman, to do an action con- 
trary to the general practice of my life, 


highly to your prejudice, I implore 
your forgiveneſs with.the greateſt fince- 

. Conſcious of my being unable to 
fungen you, and grieved in knowing 1 
am the author of your ruin; J am de- 


termined never to trouble you more, 


unleſs fortune ſnould ſo favour me as to 
bring you relief; then it ſhall be yours, 


and all yours, wherever I. may be ſo 


happy as to find you: Until that bleſſed 
time arrive, ſhall be the conſtant prayer 


of your affeftionate, expe, 97 as e 


unfortunate huſpand, 
J AMES. Cannon” 


: I 


Nothing's cher ever befel me, . 


ſo deep into my heart as this; and what 


added to it, upon ſearching in my pock- 
et, I there found he had put in ten 


_ guineas, his 1 rope? icon and two dia- 


*> 


mond rings. ND l 


J kept my ſeat Fw bobs together, 
nil nay: maid E me, by tel- 
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ling me my dinner was ready: then 1 
fell into a vehement fit of crying. Thus 
J paſt the afternoon, until about ſeven 
o'clock.; when, to my unſpeakable ſur. 
priſe, he came into my chamber. 

He no ſooner entered the room, but 
he ran to me and took me in his 
arms, holding me faſt and almoſt ſtop- 
ping my breath with his kiſſes, but ſp * 
not a word. At length I began, Ny 
dear, how could you go and leave me 7 
To which he gave no n 

When our ecſtaſies were a little over, 
be tald me he went about fifteen miles, 
but it was not in his power to go any 
farther, without coming back to ſee me 
again, and to take his leave of me, he 
| faid, for ever. 

Enfolding him cloſe in my arms, 
< You ſhall leave me no more, ſaid I; 
« — 235 go over . world with, you 
: He: replied, . it was a for — 
to leaxe me, but ſince it muſt be, he 
hoped I would make it as eaſy to my- 
4 as. I ould: 55 e io . it Won 
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However, he conſidered he had left 
me to travel to London alone, which 


was too long a journey; and as he 


might as well go that way, as any way 
elſe, he reſolved to ſee me ſafe thither, 
or near it; and if he did go away 


then without taking his leave, 1 ſhould _ 


not take it ill of him: and this he made 


me promiſe. .. 
He told me alſo he had diſmiſſed his 
ſervants, ſold their horſes, and ſent the fel- 


lows, away to ſeek. their fortunes: and,“ 


ſaid he, © it. coſt me ſome tears by myſelf, 
to think how much happier they were than 
their maſter, for they could go to the 
next gentleman' s houſe to ſeek for a ſer- 
vice, whereas 1 knew not whither to 
go, or what to do. 
I faid, I was ſo METER: To Wiler 
ble in his leaving me, that I could not 
be worſe; and in the mean time I agreed 
that we would go together to London; 
but could not be brought to conſent he 
ſhould. go away, and not take his leave 
of me as he propoſed. Then 1 pulled 
cut his watch, his rings, and his ten. 
Suess 3 Bau 1 not tee. them, 
acre >: yo 444 445 „ak. 
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which made me ſuſpect that he reſolved 


to go off upon the road, and leave me. 


The truth is, the circyliſtatices | he 
was in, the expreſſions of his letter, the 
kind treatment I had from him in the 
affair, with the concern he ſhewed for 
me in it; his manner of parting with 


that large ſhare which he gave me of 


his little ſtock left; all theſe had joined 


to make ſuch impreſſions on me, that 
= - really loved him tenderly, and could 


not bear che "ought" or” ranger with 
him. * 
TWO das after 42 We Inittec 


Cheſter, I in the ſtage coach, and he on 


horſeback. He came with me as far as 


Dunſtable, about thirty- five miles from 


London; then he told me fate and his 
own misfortunes obliged him to leave 


2 me and I ſaw him-preparing to go. 


Being in the inn, I acquainted him I 


had one favour to aſk, which was, ſince 


he could not go any farther, he would 
give me leave to ſtay a week or two in 
the town with him, that we might think 


of ſomething to prevent ſuch a ruinous 


thing to us both, as a final ſeparation 


would be: that I had Ty of mo- 


Dn nt 
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ment to offer to him, which perhaps be 
might find to our mutual advantage. 
This was $00 reaſonable to be denied: 


ſo he called the landlady and told her, 


his wite was taken ſo ill that the could 
not go any farther, and aſked if ſhe 
could get us a lodging for two or three 
days, for the journey had been too 
much for me? Fhe landlady, who was 
welEbred, and very obliging, came im- 


mediately to ſee me; told me, ſhe had 
two or three ver good rooms in the 


| houſe," and if 1 Faw them, ſhe did not 
doubt but T would like them, and 1 


fhould have one of her maids, to wait 


on me. This was ſo kind, that 1 could 
not but accept of it and thank her; ſo 
we paid the ſtage-coachman, took out 
our baggage and refolved to ſtay. 
"IM" he 

fields, 1 told him I would now acquaint 
bim with the propofal 1 had to make. 
Accordingly J related to him how I had 
lived in Virginia; that I had a mother, 
| believed, was alive there ſtill, though 
my huſpand had been dead ſome years. 
Then 1 entered into the manner 


| peoples going over to thoſe countries to 


ſettle , 


3 


evening taking a walk into the 
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ſettle ; how they had a quantity of land 
given them by the conſtitution of the 
place; and if not, it might be pur- 
chaſed at ſo eaſy a rate that it was not 
worth naming. 

then gave him a diſtin accquat of 
the nature of planting ; how with carry- 

over two or three hundred pounds 
value in Engliſh goods, a man of ap- 
plication would be certain to raiſe an 
e 
I let bim into the nature of the pro- 
duet of the earth, how the ground was 
prepared, and what the uſual increaſe 
of it was; and demonſtrated in a few 
ars, with ſuch a beginning, we ſhould 
be as certain of being rich, as we were 
now certain of being poor. 
He was ſurpriſed at my diſcourſe; for 
we made it the ſubject of our, converſa- 
tion for near a week, in which time 1 
laid it down, that it was morally im- 
poſſible, but that we mult thrive and do 
well. 

Then 7 told him what meaſures I 
would. take to raiſe a ſum of three hun- 
dred pounds; „and I argued. how good a 
e it would be to put an end to 

4 e our 
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our . misfortunes, and reſtore our cir- 
cumſtances, to what we had both ex- 
pected; and I added, that after a few 
years, if we lived, we might leave our 
plantation in good hands, come over 
again, receive the income of it, and 
live here and enjoy it; and I gave him 
examples of ſome that had done ſo, and 
who now lived in. very good circum- 
ſtagces in London. md Loot v 
In ſhort, I preſſed him ſo, that he 
almoſt agreed to it; but ſtill ſomething 
or other broke it off again; until at 
laſt he turned the tables, and began to 
talk almoſt to the ſame purpoſe of Ire- 
land. 125 | „„ 
He ſaid, a man that could confine 
bimfelf to a country-life, and could 
but find ſtock to enter upon any land, 
could have a farm there for fifty pounds 
a year, as good as were here let for 
two hundred pounds; the produce was 
ſuch, and ſo rich the land, if much was 
not laid up, we were ſure to live hand- 
ſomely upon it: that he had laid a 
ſcheme to leave me in London, and go 
over and try; and if he found he 2 


6 
4 1 > wy 4 
a + 7S 
* 
* 


184 The Hiſtory of Lætitia Atkins; 

lay a foundation of living, he would 

come over and fetch me, or, that if he 

found nothing could be done in Ireland, 

he would then come and } Join in my pro 
yr for Virginia. 

A month at Punſtable being expired; 
at laſt we parted, though with the ut- 
moſt reluctance on my fide; and in- 

deed, he took his leave very un willing 
ly too, but neceſſity obliged him: why 
he would not come to London, I un- 
derſtosd more fully afterwards. 

: I came to London the next day, and 
took a lodging in St. John's Street, 
Clerkenwell. Here, I had leiſure to re- 
flect upon the laſt ſeven months ramble; 
the pleaſant hours T had with Mr. 
Carrol, Tooked back with infinite plea- 
ſore; but that pleaſure was very much 
leſſened, when I found,” ſome time after, 
that I was with child: . 
Before I became Legesinteg with Mr. 
Carrol, I had taken care to preſerve a cor- 
reſpondence with my friend at the bank, or 
rather he took care to correſpond with me, 
for he wrote to me frequently. I alſo 
wrote! to him, and I left directions im 
Lancaſhire, ſo that I had thoſe letters, 

I h 
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which he ſent, conveyed: to me, and 
during my receſs in Saint John's Street, 
received a very obliging letter from 
him, that if I would come to ton he 
ſhould ſhortly be ready to fulfil his en- 
gagements; aſſuring me his proceſs for 
a divorce from his wife went on with 
ſucceſs, though he met with ſome dif- 
ficulties in it that he did not expect. ITT 
1] was not diſpleaſed that his proceſs 
was more tedious than he expected; 
for though 1 was in no condition to 
have him, being with child, yet I was 
not willing te loſe him, and reſolveg to 
have him if he continued in the [fame 
mind, as ſoon at I was up again; for I 
ſay apparently 1 ſhould hear no more 
from Mr. Carrol; and as he had all 
along preſſed: me to marry,” and had 
aſſured me he would not ever offer to 
claim me again, ſo I made no ſcruple to 
reſolve 'to do it if Þ could, if my city- 
friend Rood to his bargain z' and I had 
a great deal of reaſon to be aſſured that 
he would ſtand to it, by the letters he 
JJJCCCFF CCC 
As I had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of my 
being with child, when I came to town, 
Dog I paſſed 
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1 paſſed for a widow; but now grow- 
ing big, my landlady where I lodged 
perceived it, and began to take notice 
of it, and as far as civility would al- 
low, intimated that I muſt think of re- 
moving. Upon this, I told her my caſe, 
as it really was; and that my huſband, 
Mr. Carrol, was gone to Ireland, and 
begged her advice and Serre in What 
I ſhould do. + 13.1 
My Wade was, — 40 0 a 
ſtranger to ſuch caſes as mine, as 1 
thought at firſt ſhe had been, and ſhe 
ſent” for a midwife. When ſhe came, 
landlady ſaid, *“ Mrs, Broadwell, 
1 believes this lady's trouble is of a 
kind that is pretty much in your way, 
and Wee, if you can do any thing 
for her, pray do, for ſhe is a very civil 
lady,“ and enen the went out of 
the room. 
I really did not tert og but 
Mrs. Broadwell began very ſeriouſiy to 
explain what ſhe meant. Madam, you 
ſeem not to underſtand what your land- 
lady means: She means that you are 
under ſome circumſtances that may 


render bong. Wing: in det and that 
you 


erh ene Moll Flanders. 187 


you are not willing to be expoſed}; I 
need ſay no more. If you think fit to 
commuuicate ſo much of your caſe, as 
is neceſſary, I may be in a condition to 
aſſiſt vou, and to make you Pry | 
eaſy. | 
1155 was too ſenfible of the want I Was 
FP ſuch a woman, not to accept her 
offer. I told her my caſe was partly as 
ſhe gueſſed, and partly not; for I was 
really. married, and had a huſband, tho 
he was in fach circumſtances, . and ſo re- 
mote at that time, as that he cgould not 
appear publickly. ohm. 1 
She, with a deal-of reſpect, 2 5 me, 
has was none of her buſineſs ; all the 
ladies that came under her care were mar- 
ried women to her 3 every woman that 
is with child has a father for it, and 
whether that father was a hufband or 
not, was no buſineſs of ther's ; her buſi- 
neſs was to aſſiſt me in my preſent eir- 
cumſtances, whether I had a huſband or 
no; * for, madam, to have a huſband 
that cannot appear, is to have no huſ- 
band in the ſenſe of the caſe, and there- 
fore, Whether "204 are a * or he 
all one to me.” 7 07 1 41 
1 faom- 
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I ſoon found, that whether I was 4 


wife or a miſtreſs, I was to paſs for a 


miſtreſs with her. 1 faid, however, if I 
muſt tell her my caſe, I muſt tell it her 


as it was: So. I related it, and con- 
cluded thus; „I trouble you with all 


this, madam, not that it is much to the 
purpoſe in your affair, but this is to the 
Purpoſe, namely, that J am not in any 


pain about bein "g ſeen, 'or being publick 
0 


or concealed, for it is perfectly indit- 
ferent to me; but my difficulty is, that 
1 have no ie in chis 1 of 
London. 
underſtand you, en you 
Aurt no ſecurity to bring to prevent the 
pariſn impertinences uſual in ſuch caſes; 
and perhaps, do not know very well 
how] to e of hs child when it 
comes.“ 
- 18 Phe: laſt, 58 1. is not t ſo much my 
concern as the firſt? i 
Well, madam, I ure in Saint John's 
Square, and though I do not enquire 
after you, you may enquire: after me, 


for I have many ladies thar come to 


my houſe to lye-in. IL have given ſecu- 


Ry. to the * to ſecure them from 


any 
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any charge, from whatſoever ſhall come 
into the world under my roof. I have 
but one queſtion to aſk, madam, and if 
that be anſwered, you _ ve Ivy | 
eaſy for all the reſt.” 

. #4 Madam, I believe 1 underſtand 
you. 1 thank God, though I want 
frends in this part of the world, I do not 
want money, ſo far as may be neceſſary, 5s 


though I do not abound in it.“ 


This. I added, becauſe I would not 
make her expect grear hinge 

« Well, madam, that i is the thing 1 in- 
deed, without which nothing can be 


done in theſe caſes; and yet, you ſhall 


ſee I will not impoſe upon you, or offer 
any thing that is unkind to you; and if 
you deſire it, you ſhall know every thing 
beforehand, that you "_ male! yourſel 
to the occaſion.” 5 

I told her, the ſromeil to Bo perfect 7 
ſenſible of my condition: that 1 had no- 


thing to aſk of her but this, that as 1 had 


told her that I had money ſufficient, but 
not a great quantity, ſhe would order it 
ſo, that I might be at as little ſuper- 
fluous charge as poſſible. 

She 
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She replied, that ſhe would bring in 
an account of the expences of it in two 
or three ſhapes, and like a bill of fare, 
I ſhould chooſe as I pleaſed; and 1 de- 
fired her to do ſo. © 

The next day ſhe came, and the copy 
of. her W bulls Were as fall: 1 


| TRE: > es . 4 
1. For three months lodging y 
in her houſe; including my ( 
diet at twelve TING? PR. 
wee 15 
2. For a 3 for the; oat 0 
7 


. 7 16 0 


and the uſe of chilgehes 
onen 1 

3: For a miniſter to. chriſteny ) 
the child, and tg ahegod-Þ — > 6 1 0 
fathers and clerk.,.,, -. \. 3, 

4. For a ſupper at the cha, 999 : ads ; 

| ening 521 9 * Eons f 

For my foes: as . 35 
andi the taking of the 1 3 30 0 
ble of the pariſh, _ 

Tomy een 99999; 70 55 0 10 0 


£7 * a» 7 > 
7 2 , ; 
<> 3 £ " - Ke # — * 
* * 
LY 1 Fd 
i : wt HF 1 


x. ESD 


15 3 0 
e 
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Second bill. 1. 8. d. 


F or three Wdatke lodging | 
and diet, &c. at =. to 8 o 
ſhillings per week 

For a nurſe for the e 


and the uſe of linnen 2 2 0 
For the miniſter, cc. 111 6 
For a pP 195 betrate 
For my fees, &c. + 104 60 
For my e e one's 1 * 0 


Third bin. 0 60 Dee 
{24 Ats d. 
For 0 habe wohchs: lodging bin 
and diet, at one . 73 130 0 
one ſhilling © JUOH Mang ili 
For a nurſe. for the month, e 
and the fineſt ſuit of Wau 1 5 3 0 
bed linen ff 08 


For the miniſter, W 2 9 
„ 12155 2 25 1199 gas 
For my fees, c. 10. 588. 5 5 © 
For "oy errant maid, . 11 6. 


Es # 
s., * & 
SOT 14 bo 4 42. : 


: 


"28; ** 5 


yy locked 


— 
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- Llooked upon all the three bills, and 
ſmilled, and told her I did not ſee but 
that ſhe was very reaſonable in her de- 
mands, all. things conſidered, and that 
I did not doubt but her accommodations 
were good; and added, I was ſorry to 
teli her that I feared I muſt be her low- 
eſt: rated cuſtomer, ** and perhaps, ma- 
dam, you will make me the jeſs ateome 
W that account.? 

„ No; not at all: but f you doubt 

my care, I will allow any friend you have 
to- overleok, and ſee if you are well 


W499 


waited on, or no. e 
I ſmiled, and told her 1 would come 
gait be her cuſtomer; but I told her 
alſo, that as I had two months to go, 1 
might perhaps be obliged to ſtay longer 
with her p three months, and deſired 
to know if ſhe would not be obliged to 
remove me. before it was proper. 
No, the ſaid her houſe; was large, 
and beſides, ſhe never put any body to 
remove, that had lain in, until they 
were willing to go; and if iſne had more 
ladies offered 25 could provide accom- 


modation. Mr 


; * „ — ne - At 
. * 


2 4 
4 a. 
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Anna as I could, 1 went with the 
maid. to le, the houſe, and: the apart- 
ment I was to have every thing 925 0 
handſome and ſo clean, I was 14 
fully pleaſed with what I had met with, 
which, conſidering the melancholy cir- 
cumſtances I was in, was far beyond 
what I looked . 

1 bring this part into as narrow a 
con as poſſible, I quitted my lodg- 
| and. went to my governeſs, for 

. called her in the houſe, and there 1 
was treated with ſo much courteſy, ſo 
carefully looked to, and fo handſomely 
provided, that I was ſurpriſed at it, and 
could not at firſt ſee what advantage my 

governeſs made of it; but 1 found 
afterwards that ſhe profeſſed to make no 
profit of the lodgers diet, nor could 
the get much by it, but her profit lay 
in the other articles of her management, 
and ſhe made enough that way, for it 
is ſcarce credible what practice ſhe had, 
yet all upon the private account, or; in 
plain Engliſh, intrigin ag 
While was in her Pole Which Was 


near four months, ſne had above thirty 
K un- 
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unhappy. young' woman, Who made a 
good figure, brought to bed under her 
care, who, were chiefly girls in keep. 


15 Tse was a teſtimony of the vice of 
the age, and ſuch a one, as bad as J had 
en, it ſhocked me; I began to nau- 
ſeate the place, and above all, the 
wicked practice; yet L muſt ſay that 1 
never ſaw, or do I believe there was to 
be ſeen, the leaſt indecency in the houſe 
the whole time was there. {7 
Not a man was ever ſeen to come up 
ſtairs, except to viſit the lying in ladies 
within their month, nor then without 
the old lady with them, who made it a 
piece of the honour of her management, 
that no man ſhould touch a' woman, 
within the month; nor would ſhe' per- 
mit any man to lie i in the houſe upon 
any pretence whatever, though ſhe was 
THY it, was with his own wife; and her 
aying for it was, ſhe cared not how 
many. children were. born in her houſe, 
but ſhe would have none got there if ſhe 


could help it... „„ hg 


M262; 7 
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Before I was brought to bed, I re- 
ceived a letter from my. truſtee. at the 
Bank, full of kind obliging expreſſions, 
earneſtly preſſing me to return to Lon- 
don. It was near a fortnight before 
it came to me, becauſe it had been firſt 
ſent into Lancaſhire, and then directed 
to me at my lodging in Saint John 
Street as I before had ordered. He con- 
cluded with telling me he had obtained 
a decree againſt his wife, and that he 
would be ready to make good his en- 
gagement, if 1 would accept of him; 
adding a great many proteſtations of ä 
kindneſs and affection. | 
'I returned an anſwer, and dated it at 
1 but ſent it by a meſſenger, 
alledging that it came in cover to a 
friend in town. I gave him joy of his 
deliverance, - but raiſed ſome ſcruples; 
and told. him, I ſuppoſed he would con- 
ider ſeriouſly . before he reſolved, che 
conſequence being too great for a man 
of his judgment to venture raſhly; ſo 
concluded, wiſhing him well in what- 
ever he did — 7 without letting wp 
into, any thing of my ewn mind, 
2 | i 
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giving any anſwer to his propoſal: of my 


coming to London, but mentioned my 


| intention to return the latter end of the 


r. 8 * 9 
9 


I was brought to bed dent the mi 
ate of May, of a fine boy; and in 
about three weeks after I lay-in, I re- 
ceived another letter from him, with 
the news that he had ſuch an anſwer to 

ive to all my ſcruples about his marry- 


ing again, as I could not expect; for 


His wite, who had been under me re- 


morſe before for her uſage of him, as 


Joon as ſhe heard the account that he | 


| had gained his point, had "ry unhap- 


pily deſtroyed herſelf. 
He expreſſed himſelf very handſome- 


Jy as to his being concerned at her diſ- 


after, and that he had only done him- 


elf j fbice' fr 3 caſe in which he was no- 
toriouſly injured: However, he had no 


view of any ſatisfaction left in this 
world, but only in the hope that I 
would come and relieve him by my 
company. Then he preſſed me, that 1 


would come to town and let him ſee me, 
elch 0G kes 
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when he would farther enter into n 
* about it. 

I Was ſurpriſed at the neus, and be. 
1270 ſeriouſly to reflect on my eircum- 
ſtances, and the misfortune it was to 
have a child; and what to do I knew 
not. I appeared melancholy for ſeveral 
days, and my overneſs queſtioned me 
continually now what troubled me. 
T could not "rel her I had an offer of 
marriage, after 1 had fo often told her l 
had a huſband, I owned 1 had ſome- 
thing which very much hav meager ney Y 
but. faid, * T-could not reveal lte. 

She fill [continged: importunin moe. : 
It was impoſſible, I told her, to di 
the ſecret,” This, inſtead of being an 
anſwer, encreaſed her importunitiesz ſhe 
uryed her having been truſted with the 
greateſt ſecrets; that it was her buſineſs 
ito vonceal every” thing, and to diſcover | 
things of any nature Would be her ruin; 
ſhe alked' me gif ever I had found her 
tattliog of other peoples affairs, and 
how could I ſuſpect her? and to unfold 
myſelf to her, was r it to no- 


11 2 15 481 K * body 33 


2 


Lad 


198 The Hiſtory of Lætitia Atkins; 


body; ſhe was ſilent as death; it muſt 
be a ſtrange caſe indeed, that ſhe could 
not help me out of; dut to conceal it, 
was to deprive myſelf of all poſſible 
help, or means of help, and to deprive 
her of the opportunity of ſerving me. 
In ſhort, ſhe had ſuch a bewitching elo- 
quence, and ſo great a power of per- 
ſuaſion, there was no concealing, any 
thing from her. 

Alt length, I told her the hiſtory of 
my Lancaſhire marriage, how both of 
us had been diſappointed, how we came 
| together, and how we parted. Here 1 
told her what a good offer I had; pro- 
| duced her my (friend's two laſt letters, 
inviting. me to come to London, and 
ſhewed her with what affection and 
carneſtneſs they were written. 

She fell a laughing, and told me the 
8 was no marriage, but a cheat on 
both ſides; and as we were parted by 
mutual conſent, the nature of the con- 
tract was deſtroyed, and the obligation 
was mutually diſcharged. Sbe had ar- 
guments for this at the tip of her 
tongue; . in ſhort, reaſoned me out 


af 
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of my reaſon; not but that it was too 
by the help of my own inclination. 
Then came the great and main dif- 
ficulty, and that was the child. This 
ſhe told me muſt be removed, ſo as 
it ſhould never be poſſible for any one 
to diſcover it. I knew there was no 
marrying without entirely concealing 
that 1 had had a child, for he [would 
ſoon, diſcover, by the age of it, that it 
was born, nay, and gotten ch ſince * 
„ with him. 
But it touched my heart ro Fe of 
parting with the child. 1 could. not 
think of it, without horror. I wiſh all 
thoſe women who conſent to the dis- 
poſing of their children out of che way, 
28, it is called for decency ſake, would 
conſider that it is only a contrived me- 
thod for murther; that is to ſay, a kilt- 
ing their children rich ſafety. cle 
It is manifeſt to all that and 
any thing of children, that we are born 
helpleſs, and uncapable either to ſup- 
ply our own., wants,, or ſo much as 
make them known; and that without 
help, we muſt periſh ;, and this help re- 
quires not only "; afliſting hand, whe- 
aol 4 r 
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ther of the mother, or ſomebody elſe, 
but there are two things neceſſary in that 
aſſiſting hand, that is, care and ſkill, 
without both which, half the children 
that are born would die. 1 queſtion not, 
but theſe are partly the reaſons Why 
affection Was placed by nature in the 
hearts of mothers; or they would never 
be able to give themſelves up to the 
care and waking pains needful to the 


ſupport of their children. | (0 the 


Since this care is needful to the life of 
children, to neglect them is to murther 
chem; to give them up to be managed 
thoſe people,” who have none of that 
needfo} affectien placed by nature, is 
to neglect them in the higheſt "degree; 
Day, in fome it goes Farther, and is a 
neglect in order to their being loſt; ſo 
that it is even an intentional murther, 
n the child lives or dies. 
Al tchoſe things repreſented theme 
ſelves to my view, and that in the'black- 
eſt and moſt frighrfol form; and as 1 
Was very free with my governeſs, I ret 
preſented *'to her the dark thoughts 
Which J had upon me about it, and 
rol her what kress I. Was in. = 
— a aſk 
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aſked me if the had not been care- 
ful, and tender of me in my lying-in, 
25 if 1 had been her own child? * And 
my dear, do you think there are not 
women, Who value themſelves 1 6 
their being as careful of children, as 
theit own mothers can be? Tes, yes, 
fear it not; how were we nurſed ourſelves, 
Are you. ſure you” wa nurſed Orr ee 
own mother.“ 

She touched me to o che ick when” 
me alked me if 1 was ſure that I'was - 
nurſed by my own: mother. 1 trembled 
at the very expreſſion, and I looked at 
her as if 'T had been frighted: but re- 
flecting that it could not be poſſible 
for her to know of and rhin about me, 
that diſorder went © 1 began o 
be eaſy. WE! gt 8 
At laſt, ſhe ſaid; 4m my dear, 
I have found out a way how you ſhall - 
be certain that your child ſhall be uſed 
well, and yet the people that take care 
of it ſhall! never know 2 or "wo the - 
mother of the child is. 

O madam, if you can do fo, you 


N me to you for ever.“ 
"2K 4 „ Wel, 
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Well, are you willing to be at 
ſome ſmall expence, more than what 
we uſually give to the people we con- 
tract with ?? ? 

10 N Ax, madam, provided I may he 
concealed. T5 0 

« As to that, you "ſhall Yo . 

for the nurſe ſhall ut: ſo. much as dare 
to enquire, about you, nay, you may 
paſs for an-intimate acquaintance of the 
mother, who does not chuſe to appear, 
by which means you may go and ſee it, 
whenever you, Dleaſe, without any Jul: 
picion?ꝰ. 

Why, do you think, that 64 [ 
come to ſee my child, I ſhall be able to 
conceal my being the mother of it? do 
you think that pofſible ??? 
Well, my dear, if you diſcover 
it, the nurſe. ſhall- be forbid to aſk/any 
queſtions about vou, or to take any no- 
tieg, n 
Iwas very well pleaſed wich this, and the 
next week the woman came from Hert- 
ford who was to take the child entirely 
for ten pounds. She was a likely woman, 
a cottager's wife, very clean and, neat, 


and I approved of her much. I pre- 
tended, 
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tended, I was only an agent for the mo- 
ther of the babe, who did- not chuſe 
to, appear herſelf; but if ſhe did. her 
duty by it, and the infant thriyed, I 
keel), 2 ſhe ſhould receive a guinea a 
quarter, to defray her expences of bring- 
ing it to London, for me or any per- 
ſon I ſhould appoint to ſee it; „ and with 
a heavy heart, and many a tear, I let 
ber have my child, and N ſhe went 
with it. 

From my behaviour” ſhe certainly 
knew I was, the mother ; but my 
care was over, which though i it did not 
ſatisfy my mind, yet was the moſt con- 
venient for me, as my affairs then ſtood,, 
of any that could be thought of at that 
time, I was noy determined to write to- 
my friend at the Bank; and the begin- 
ing of July I ſent him a letter, that 1 
propoſed to be in town ſome time in 
Auguſt. He returned me an anſwer in 
the moſt pleaſing terms, and deſired me 
to let him have timely notice, and he 
would come and meet me two days: 
Journey. 15 his puzzled me greatly: 
once I was reſolved to take the ſtage-- 
coach to Welt- Cheſter, on Eier one 

K 6 
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to have the ſatisfaction of comming! back, 
that he might ſee me ;really come in 
the fame coach; for 1 hall a jealous 
thought, Teſt H ſhould t. Think I I was not 
really in the country. n 
Haying taken Reiner 81 85 jour- 
ney ; r' ook a place in the Ade char, 
"to its full extent, but to a place 

bo led Stone 1 in *Chethite, ' where 1 not 
only had no manner of bufinels, bur 
not ſo much as the leaſt acquaintance 
with any, perſon in the town dr near it. 
But J Knew that with money in my 
ocket I ſhould be at home any where; 
0 1 lodged there two or three days, 
until, watching my opportutlity, I found 
room in another coach, and took pal- 
fag e Hoek again for London, ſending a 
ger to him, that 1 ſhould be on the 
onday evening following at the Crown 
Inn at Stony-Stratford, where the;coach- 
man told nie he was t Jod ge. Ie alſo 
acquainted. me he had ni hired to 
carry. ſome zentlemen and ladies to 
Weſt -Cheſter, 1 7 were going for Ire- 
land, was how if tu Iming, f and did not 
A elf hp. pt to exc as nes or places 6 
od 1h: "AS 


— af . 
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as the ſtages do; however, the warn- 
ing, which J gave my friend, was fo 
mort, he could not reach to Stony- 
Stratford time enough to be with me 
that night, but te met me at Brickt 
the next morning, us we were jult com. 
ing into the town. 
, T confeſs 1 was glad to ſre him, for 
thought myſelf” difappointed over 
night, as I had pone fo Ker ar to contrive 
my coming on Ree" He pleaſed me 
doubly too by the figure he came in; 
for he 'brojight a very handſome coach 
and four horſes, with 2 ſervant to attend 
him. 

He took hd out of the coach i 1Mme- 
diately,” and purting into the ſame inn 
he ſet up his own coach, and beſpoke 
a dinner. I aſked him what he meant, 
for L was for going on with the Journey? 
He ſaid No; I had need of a little reſt 
upon the road, and that was a very 
good houſe, though it was but a little 
town; ſo we went no farther that night. 
J did not preſs him much, for ſince he 
had come ſo far to meet me, and put 
himſelf to ſo much expence, it was 
bur reaſonable I ſhould d him. 

_ 
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After dinner we walked to- ſee the 
town, the church, and to view the fields, 
and our landlord was our guide. I ob- 
ſerved my friend enquired much about 
the parſon, which made me conclude, 
he certainly would propoſe to be mar- 
ried; and though it was a ſudden 
thought, it followed, that in fhort, I 
would not refuſe him; for to be plain, 
J was in no condition now to ſay No, I 
had no reaſon now to run any more ſuch 
hazards. 1 

While theſe thoughts were in agita- 
tion, I obſerved my landlord took him 
aſide and whiſpered to him, though, not 
very ſoftly, for ſo much I over-heard, 
Sir, if you ſhall have occaſion ———” 
the reſt I could not hear. 

J heard his anſwer, which vas. 17 Pery 
well believe 1 ſhall.” 71 

We U were no ſooner Feruroed to the 
inn, but he began with. irreſiſtable 
words, ſince he had had the good for- 
tune to meet me, it would be haſtening 
his felicity if I would put an end to the 
matter there. What do you mean,” 
ſays I. colouring a little ; „What in an 
inn ! bleſs us, how, can you talk ſo!“ 
rs | 6 O, very 
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O, very well,“ ſays he, I came a 
purpoſe to talk ſo, and 1 n ſhew you 
be did, n 

With that be pale out a bundle of | 

Mapers. $0075 6 56 Ui 

Lou fright me,” ' aid I; _ what are 
all theſe;?” 

Do not be frighted, my dear,” — 
he, and kiſſed me; this was the firſt 
time he had been ſo. free to call me fo, 
Then he repeated it, 1 do not be fright· ö 
ed, you ſhall ſee : 

So he unrolls them, * takes out 2 
ſmall. ſnagreen caſe, and gives me a 
very fine diamond ring. I made him a 
curtſy, and accepted it. Then he takes 
out another ring, And this, is for 
another occaſion; ſo be puts that 1 an his 
ro vin bas 

75 Well. but let me Fe ig? 7 J. 
27 00 Stay, 17 ſays he, 5 « firſt, look here.“ 
Then he took up a paper, and read it, 
and behold ! it 2 a licence tor us to 
| be married. 

„% Why, fays L « are  youdillzatics? 
you are ally, ſatisfied that I would com- 
ply, and yield at firſt; word, or reſolve to 
* na denial,” 

n 
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Phe laſt, my dear, 1 She 
caſe.” tit ine n 64k > 
But Jou may be miſtaken,” ſaid 1. 
Ic „No, no,“ ſuys he, „ how enn you 
think ſo? J muſt not be denied ;“ and 
wich that he fell to kiſſing me meds Vio- 
lently, 1 could not get rid of Rien. il 
TI ere was a bed in the room; and 
as we were «walking, enger. in diſcourſe, 
at laſt he takes me in his arms, and 
thigw' me wpon-it'; and holding me faſt, 
courted me to conſent with ſoch repeat. 
ed entreaties and arguments, proteſting 
is affection, and vowing he would not 
let me go till I. had promiſed him, that 
at laſt I ſaid. Why, you reſolve not to 
be denied indeed, | think” © mg ne 
% No, no, 1 Wontt be denied. 110 
« Well, well, and pivin e a 
Aight!kiſs, chen you ay t 'be de- 
nied, pray let me err vp r. * and he 1 im- 
mediately left me. il AS 2 
| He was impatient for ivy ado 
of my chamber; but , finding me Jong, 
he went dewn ſtairs, and, as I under- 
ſtood afterwards, talked wich the land- 
Jord about che parſon. My kandlord an 
anlen officious | 
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officious though a well- meaning fellow, 
had ſent away for the neighbouring 
clergyman; and when my friend began 
to ſpeak-of it, and talk of ſending for 
him, “ Str,” ſaid he, the clergyman is 
in the houſe,” 

When he came; he aſked him if he 
would/ venture to marry a couple of 
ſtrangers who were both willing? He 
replied, the landlord / had ſaid ſome- 
thing to him of it; he hoped it was no 
clandeftine buſineſs ; he ſeemed to be 4 
oo gentleman, and he ſuppoſed the 

dy was not a girl, fo that the conſent 
of Friends ſhould be wanted. To put 
you out of doubt, read this paper,” and 
out he pulls the licence. 

* am latisficd, ſir; where 1s the 

« Lou ſhall ſee her: prefaelyy and he 
came up and acquainted me with it. 

1 replied, « it 4s tinte Wo in the 
mornin 4 )'s 

n Why, my feats, he ſortiec to 425 
ple Whether it was not ſome young girl 
ſtolen from her Barents, wn 1 made 
him aſk to ſee you." (OW, BITY © EO 

90 03-.3 0 1 Da 6. Wen, 
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perſuaded, and pretended not to be wil- 
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Well, well, fir, do as you pleaſe.” 
So up he came, and a merry gentle- 
man he was. Ile had been told, we 
were to have met laſt night at Stony- 


Stratford, but that he could not reach ſo 


far d | | 1 | 
Well, every ill turn has ſome good in 
it ; the diſappointment, fir, was your's, 
and the good turn is mine, for if you 


had met at Stony Stratford 1 had not 


had the honour to marry you, —— 
Landlord have you a common-prayer- 
Lord, ſir, what do you mean? 
what to marry in an inn, and at night 
too 2.157% J.. m0 34G 25 7 

« Madam, if you will have it be in 
the church you ſhall, but I aſſure you 


your marriage will be as firm here; we 


are not tied by the canons to marry no 


where but in the church; and if you 


will have it there, it will be as publick 


as a country wake; and as for the time 


of day it matters not; princes are mar- 
ried in their chambers, and at eight or 


ten o'clock at night. en not ase 


I was a great while before I could be 
ling 
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ling to be married but in a church; but 
at laſt J conſented, and the | landlord, 
his wife, and daughter were called up: 
My landlord was father and clerk, and 
when the ceremony of marriage was 
over, very merry we were; though I 
confeſs the ſelf-reproaches which I had 
upon me before, lay cloſe, and extorted 
every. now and then a deep ſigh from 
me, which my huſband took notice 
of, and endeavoured to encourage me, 
thinking, that I had ſome. little he- 
ſitations at the ſtep J had taken. fo 
heſtiy d abbot yo banned, 1] 
The affair was managed ſo private, 
that not a ſervant in Rang knew, of 
it, for my landlady and her daughter 
waited on me, and would not let any 
of the maids come up ſtairs, except 
while we were at ſupper. My land- 
lady's daughter I called my bridemaid, 
and ſending for a ſhop-keeper, the next 
day, 1, gave the young woman ſeveral 
ribbons, and finding it was a lace-making 
town, I gave her mother a piece of lace 
for a „ 8 1685 N a? 
One reaſon that my landlord was fo 
eloſe was, he was unwilling the miniſter 
1 
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of the patiſh Thould hear of it; but for 
all that ſomebody heard of it, ſo that 
we had the bells ſet a ringin the next 
morning early, and the mulick, ſuch as 
the town would afford, under: Sur win- 
dow. But the landlord brazenedd it out, 
that we were married before we came 
thither, only that being his former 
gueſts, we would have our wedding- 


upper at his houſe, In ſhort having 


been diſturbed by the bells in the morn- 
ing, we were ſo fleepy afterwards that 
we lay in bed until almoſt twelve. 

I begged my landlady, hen I got 
up, that we might not have any more. 
muſick, nor ringing ef bells; and he 
managed it that de were very quiet. 
Hut an unexpected circumſtance inter- 
Tupred all my mirth for ſome time. My 
bed. chamber ldeked into” the” ſtreet. 
being Alone, I had walleed te the end 
of "rhe room, and it being a pleafant 


Warm day, IL had opened the! window, 


and was Loidhie be at it for - ſome air, 
when I ſaw three gentlemen, on horſe- 


back go into an inn Juſt. oppoſite; - / 
Idi 18 not to be conceived What a ter- 


ror Twas! im; for thié ſecond of the 


three, 
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three, I knew: 'to be Mr. Carrol my 
Lancaſhire huſband. I; never was in 
ſuch a conſternation in my life; I thought 
I ſhould: have ſunk. into the ground, 
my blood chilled in my veins, and I 
trembled as if I had, been in a cold fit 
of an ague. There was no room to 
queſtion the truth of it: I knew his 
cloaths, I knew his horſe, and I knew 
his face. 

The firſt ſenſible reflection I made 
was, that my new huſband was. not by 
to ſce my diſorder. The gentlemen. had 
not been long in the houſe but they 
came to the indow of their room. My 
window at this time was ſhut: How- 
ever, .1./could:; not keep from looking 
at them: there I ſaw him again, heard 
him call to one of the ſervants of the 
houſe, and received all the terrifying 
confirmations of its being the ſame per- 
jon, that were poſlible to be had. 

My next concern was to know, if 1 
could, what was his buſineſs there; but 
that was impoſſible, My imagination 
had formed an idea, he had diſcovered 
me, and was come to upbraid me with 


wgratitude: and breach; of e 
: a 
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laſt, to my great ſatisfaction, I ſaw them 
all three go out and travel on Weſt. 


ward; had they gone towards London, 
1 ſhould have been till in a fright, leſt 


I ſhould meet him on the road, but 
happily he went the contrary way. 

We reſolved to be going the next 
morning but about ſix o'clock in the 
evening we were alarmed with a great 
uproar in the ſtreet, and what ſhould it 
be but a hue and cry after three high- 
waymen, who had robbed two coaches 
near Dunſtable Hill, and notice had 
been given, that they had been ſeen at 
Brickill at ſuch a houſe, meaning the 


houſe where they had been. 
The houſe was immediately beſet and 


ſearched, and the crowd having gather. 


ed about it, we had the news preſently. 
I was heartily concerned now. another 
way. I immediately acquainted my 
landlord that I could anſwer thoſe were 
not the perſons, for that I knew one of 
them to be a very honeſt gentleman, and 


of a good eſtate in Lancaſhire." ' 


The conſtable was immediately in- 


formed of this, and came over to me 


to be ſatisfied. I aſſured him, I ſaw the 
ONE three 


8 
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three gentlemen as I was at the win-⸗ 
dow, that 1 ſaw them afterwards at the 
windows of the room they dined in; 
and afterwards take horſe, and could 
aſſure him I knew one of them to be a 
gentleman of a good eſtate, and an un- 
doubted character in Lancaſhire. ' 

The aſſurance with which I delivered 
this, gave the conſtable ſuch ſatisfac- 
tion, that he immediately ſounded a 
retreat. What the truth of the matter 
was I knew not, but certain it was that 
the coaches were robbed at Dunſtable 
Hill; as to the three gentlemen, that 
remains to be explained hereafter. 

This alarm ſtopped us another day, 
though my ſpouſe was for travelling, 
and told me, it was always ſafeſt after 
a robbery, for the thieves were ſure to 
be gone when they had alarmed the 
country: but I was afraid and uneaſy; 


and indeed principally, leſt Mr. Carrol 


Mould be upon the road, and ſhould 
chance to ſee me. „ 

Bating this circumſtance, I never 
lived four pleaſanter days together in 
my life. I was a meer bride all this 


while; and my new ſpouſe ſtrove to 


4 make 
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make me entirely eaſy in every, thing, 
and we came away the fifth day. My 
landlord, becauſe he ſaw me uneaſy, 
mounted himſelf, his ſon, and three 
country fellows. with. fire arms, and, 
Without telling us of it, followed the 
coach, and would ſee us ſafe: into Dun- 
an ie ig en 

We got home to London that even- 
ing, and there 1 took poſſeſſion of a 
houſe well furniſhed, and a huſband in 
very good circumſtances; ſo. that I had 
a proſpect of a very happy life. 

And, 1 lived. with him in the ut- 
molt tranquillity. He was a quiet ſen- 
ble man, and in his buſineſs delige nt 
and juſt. As I abhorred the levity and 
extravagance of my former life, I choſc 
now to. live, retired, frugal, and within 
ourſelves. ; I kept no company, made no 
viſits; minded my family, and obliged 
my. huſband; and this kind of life be- 
came a pleaſure to me. | 


* 


We lived in an uninterrupted courſe 
of eaſe and content for five years, when 
a ſudden blow, from an almoſt inviſible 
hand, blaſted all my happineſs, and 


turned me out into the world in a con- 
| | dition 
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dition the reverſe of all that had been 
before it. 

My huſband having truſted ond of 
his fellow clerks with a ſum of money, 
too much for our fortunes to bear the 
loſs of, the clerk failed, and the Joſs 
fell heavy on my huſband; yet it was 
not ſo great, but that if he had had 
courage to have looked his misfortunes 
in the face, his credit was ſo good, 


that, as I told him, he would caſily 


recover it, for to ſink under trouble Is 
to double the weight. | 

It was in vain to ſpeak comfortly te 00 
him: the wound had ſunk too deep, it 
was a ſtab that touched the vitals: he 
grew melancholy and diſconſolate, and 
from thence lethargick, and died. I 
had had two children by him, and 1 


was left in a diſmal diſconſolate ſtate, 


and in ſeveral things worſe than ever: 
Firſt, 1 could have but little expec- 
tation of receiving the | addreſſes of 
another: that agreeable part had de- 
clined ſome time, and the ruins only ap- 
peared of what I had been; and that 
which was worſe than all, Was the moſt 


e creature living. I that had en- 


1 cCouraged 
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eouraged my huſband and endeavoured 
to ſupport his ſpirits under his trouble, 
could not ſupport: my own; I wanted 
that ſpirit, which I. told him was fo 
init to Hem) ien FG the bur- 
then. 2 

21 mien two years in + this diſmal ain 
tion, waſting that-little I had, weeping 
continually-over my unhappy circumſtan- 


ces, without the leaſt hope or proſpect 
of help from God or man. And nqw I 
had cried fo long, and ſo often that 


my tears were exhauſted, and I began 
to be melancholy, for I grew poor a- 
pace; I mean as to money, but as to 
my cloaths, I made as good : a „ in 


erſon as ever. | | 
For a little 5 1 left my houſe 


and took lodgings, and as I was re- 


ducing my living 1 ſold off moſt of my 
houſhold goods and plate, ſpending very 


ſparingly, and ekeing things out to the 


utmoſt; but ſtill when I looked before 
me, my heart would ſink at the inevita- 
ble approach of miſery and want. O 
let none read this without ſeriouſly re- 
ftecting on the circumſtances of a deſo- 


late ſtate: it will certainly make them 
7 . think 
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think not of ; ſparing what they have 
only, but of looking up to Heaven for 
ſupport, and of the wiſe man's prayer: 
« Lord | give me not poneren left 1 
ſteal. 9295 2 
In this diſtreſs. of mind, walking by 
Temple-Bar, I obſerved; an. office for 
the hiring of ſervants, and went in. 1 
had no ſooner entered the room, than 
a gentleman of a grave deportment, ex- 
treamly neat in his dreis, began a diſ- 
courſe with me of the utility of the 
place, imagining, by my appearance, I 
was come in queſt of a ſervant. I ſoon 
undeceived him, by acquainting him 
my caſe was the reverſe, and added, 
„though I had a ſmall independence, 
yet, if I could hear of a ſingle gentle- 
man, advanced in years, who wanted a 
houſekeeper to manage his domeſtic af. 
fairs, I ſhould have no objeFion to ſuch 
a confinement.” .. 
Here the gentleman ſmiled; and: ſaid, : 
6 Why advanced 1n years madam? You 
are not old yourſelf;“ al 
„It is for that reaſon, fir, 1 ſhank 
chuſt he ſhould be advanced in years, 
L 2 1 
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1 that neither he or myſelf ſhould _ cen- 
| ſurk s. 
| * Pardon me, madam, you never was 
| more out in your opinion; no age is 
free from cenſure, eſpecially with fuch 

| a companion, for upon r w! word you are 

| a very agreeable woman. 

| Fou flatter me, ' fir, though Aateery 
[| ought not to have the leaſt effect upon 
if either -of us, at our. time of life, 1 
| crave your pardon, fir, for this free- 
dom,“ and was about to take my leave; 
when he immediately re plied, What 
are you thoughts of me Madam could 
vou confine yourſelf to ſuch an ol fel- 
| low as I am?” - 
| Are you ſerious ſir, en do you ex- 
[| pect as ferious an anſwer, after what 
| you have ſaid concerning cenſure.” 
q Tes, upon the word of a man of 
| * honour, I am: ſay what you Pleaſe, 1 
1 P it ſhall not offend me.“ 1 2 
4 „Why, then, ſir, with the ſame ſin- 
 - cerity, when hereafter you are acquainted 

with my character, I promiſe to be faith- 

ful to your commands, as a houſekeeper, 
tte height of yy abilities. 1 
b ka Ar | He 
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Ile then told me he came on pur- 

poſe to provide himſelf, as I had offer- 

ed; that he was a batchelor, kept a 
ſmall houſe near Leiceſter Fields, with 
only one maid-ſervant, and a man in 
livery, and propoſed taking me home 
with him: which J objected to, and 1 
added, it would have a better appear- 
ance for me to follow him, that it 
might be thought by his ſervants I had 
heard of his wanting a houſe-keeper, 
and that I came to - 408 after the 
ide. 1; 

He Rd of my caution, and bid 
me follow him as ſoon as I pleaſed: but 
before I left him, I acquainted him 
with my name, and, alſo where J lived, 
which was near Charing Crolgy whe- 
ther he went to make an enquiry: after 
nie, I could not be certain, but this I. 
am certain, I got to his houſe before 
him; and while I was ſpeaking to his 
man, concerning his maſter, he came, 
and pulling off his hat, aſced me very 
politely, who I would pleaſe. to ſpeak 
with? and, deſired me to walk in with: 

as great a ſeeming ſtrangeneſs, 1s if he 
* never. ſeen me before. '- 
L. 3 Ta 
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This behaviour took off all ſuſpi- 
cion, and, in the hearing of his bart 


1 announced my errand, and in about a 


quarter of an hour after, he ringing for 
the maid; Suſan,“ ſaid he, * ſhew 
Mrs. Bennet your houſe,“ and attended 
us himſelf with ſuch pleaſantry, and 
good-humour, which 1 thought gave 
me an earneſt of my future happineſs. 
- While we were above ſtairs; he ſaid 
before. the maid, + When can you come 
Mrs: Bennet ?? an Jat 
* As ſoon. as vou pleaſe, fr, alter 
Wedneſday MEE e 
„Well, then I: ſhall: expect * on 
Thurſday.” Preſently afterwards we 
came down, and I took my leave. 
On ie Thurſday evening about eight 
I went; and took poſſeſſion as keeper of 
the houſe, and though there! were only 
himſelf and me, he had ordered Suſan to 
provide a very genteel ſupper. Where 1 
found him in converſation extreamly 
lively, n and . p N in this man- 
per} <2 $15 1 
In a few days I was as: mt * . 


as when I had been there a twelve. 


_ for indeed he was of an en- 
e of gaging 
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gaging temper, and, what made it more 
ſo, he was pleaſed with my conduct. 

His uſual method was, after break - 
faſt, to go to a coffee-houſe and read 
the papers, and when the weather per- 
mitted to walk in the Park, until about 
two, then came home to dine! and he 
ſeldom went out afterwards. 

"He read much and was fond of 
muſic: and one day, I not knowing he 
was returned from his uſual walk, he 
heard both my voice and the harpſi- 
chord; upon his entrance into the room, 
he exclaimed; « Bleſs me, Mrs Bennet, 
Jam quite enraptured; pray let me hear 
you again.“ When I had finiſhed, he 
took me from my ſear with thanks, and 
faluted me, which was the firſt kiſs 1 
had ever received from him. 

From this time, he frequently en- 
ele me to oblige him, 'as he called 
it, and I was ſure to meet with the fame 
reward, a ſalute; though at any other 
time he dann not the leaſt freedom with 
n e ; 

This put me upon determining, the 
firſt” opportunity 1 had, that 1 would 
Pg without his entreaty, which had 

L 4 it 
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its effect; for he added à preſſure to 
his ſalute, by drawing me to him, and 
kiſſing me cloſely with warmth and 
eagerneſs ; at the ſame time making an 
apology for the freedom he had taken, 
Thus, from the ſmall incident of a ſa- 
lute, from one freedom to another, be- 
fore a month was expired, he came to 
me one night, while I was aſleep in my 
bed; and to tell my fair reader. a truth, 
from the moment I received the firſt kiſs, 
ane è in. 
1 mention this as a warning to all my 
ſex, Who have the leaſt regard for their 
virtue, that whenever a maſter takes the 
leaſt liberty with, a ſervant, which he 
would willingly have her conceal, with- 
Cu great prudence and fortitude on her 
de, that woman is ſure to be ruined, 
as I had, long before, moſt woefully 
Epenenedd, 
Alt preſent, with me the caſe was 
otherwiſe, it was what I ſecretly wiſhed 
for; though 1 gave him not the leaſt 
cauſe, from my behaviour, for him to 
imagine I would ſubmit to it; yet, I 
who was acquainted with the frailty of 
the other ſex, as well as with the frailty of 


14 
22 + 
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my own, knew from experience, when 
he once deviated from the line of pru- 
dence, with me his ſervant, that his 
folly would ripen, and that I ſhould reap 
the benefit of it, as, indeed, I. did, 
both to his ſatisfaction and my own. 
He left me at day- break, for fear of 
a diſcovery; and while I was preparing 
the breakfaſt things, he came to me, in 
the parlour, with his uſual eaſe and free-- 
dom; as if nothing had happened. 
While we were at breakfaſt, I aſked: 
him, ſmiling, - ** How he came to take 
the freedom of coming to. me as he. 
did ? and added, hoped it did not 
proceed from any levity | in my own beha-. 
viour.” 
ets Not in the leaſt, my dear- Mrs. 
Bennet, 1 acquit you entirely; the deſign 
was mine, and from the firſt hour you 
conſented to live with rue, though 1 
never had reſolution before ſufficient to 
put my deſign in practice ; ; nor ſhould I 
have proceeded, as I have, ſo far I 
will 1285 you to be an acceſſary, for 
L ſhould never have attempted it, if I; 
had not perceived, that by your tender- 
1. 5. neſs, 
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to gratify him in any of bis deſires, in 
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neſs, and engaging behaviour, I was not 
diſagreeable to you. 

It cannot be ſuppoſed from what 1 
have ſaid, throughout the whole of my 
hiſtory, that I ever denied, or refuſed 


a caſe wherein I found my intereſt ſo 
highly connected; eſpecially, when | 
confeſs, I looked OY him in the light 
of a huſband. 8 
Vet, as we were not children, pru- 
dence dictated to us, eſpecially as to 
himſelf, to be on our guard in our 
amour, leſt it ſhould be viſible to his 
other ſervants; for by a detection, he 
laid, he ſhould loſe that character, 
which he had ſo long preſerved in- 
violable; and, he added, it would hurt 
him more ſenſibly now in the opinion of 
the world, than an affair of the like 
kind, would have done in the 12. and 
vigour of his youth. (hes 7 
Though his — © were ſo jut, 
upon this topic, as, indeed, they were 
upon every ſubject he diſcourſed upon, 
yet, I could have been better pleaſed 
if he had thought leſs of it; | for 
1 though 


EF 
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though I enjoyed his company as uſual, R 


yet, from the late freedom he had taken, 
it was natural, and, indeed, it was what 
expected, to receive a more frequent 


repetition of his folly than [ 1 eee) 


enced. 
Notolthltanding what I have! ſaid, as 


J was ſenſible he loved me, I could not 


help but approving of his diſcretion; 


for, he told me, as he had been ever 
temperate, both with wine and women, 
he was at this time, though ſixty, hear- 
ty and hale, and, in my opinion, as 
ever I knew a man of forty; as to my- 
ſelf, though, I was forty-ſeven, it was 


ſaid, by thoſe who knew me, I had as 
muck ſpirit and vivacity, and was as. 


elegant in figure, and flattered myſelf 
= defirable, asl was when at the age of 
thirty. 


However, Health: and 1 müde on 
both ſides, ſoon broke down the fences 
which lay in his way; for, in fo ſmall 
a family as his, where the parties have 
already agreed, there are opportunities 


ſufficient to be found, in the twenty- 


four hours, to ſatisfy their paſſions 
| E*6<--5 for 


= c 
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for love, as well as their ballons for 
hatred: 9 
The kind and agrecable uſage I re- 
ceiĩved from this gentleman, can only be 
found in a mind replete with benevo- 
lence: he ſtudied ro oblige me in all I 
could deſire, and we lived in the utmoſt 
harmony, I loving, and being beloved, 
without either Suſan or William ſuf. 
cting us; when, unluckily, the maid, 
being diſturbed one night by a noiſe of 
fre, came running into my room to 
acquaint me with it, when ſhe unfortu- 
nately diſcovered us both together in bed. 
This, as ſhe afterwards ſaid, employ- 
ed. her thoughts in a different manner, 
lor ſhe left "the room in as great a 
* "Hurry, as when ſhe came into it; which 
gave my maſter an opportunity to. leave 
me alſo, who retired to his own apart- 
ment: as for the fire we heard no more 
of it; but I being dreſt, and willing 
to know what was became of Suſan, 1 
went up to the room, there was ſhe in. 
bed and William with her. I confeſs 
I was pleaſed with this incident, and 
while I was at breakfaſt with my maſter, 


obſerving him to look very penſive, 
and. 
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and thinking to relieve him, I related 
the affair of William and Suſan in the 
garret. 48 gr) ; 

After ruminating for ſome. time, he 
ſaid, „They ſhall both go, for though 
1 have 1 564 freedoms with you Mrs. 
Bennet, yet, I will not countenance the 
ſame in my ſervants, therefore they 
ſhall go immediately; accordingly he 
ordered me to ſend them up to him, 
and without entering into any debate, he 


paid them both their wages, and chen 8 


left the houſe within an hour. 


After they were gone, I told he 1 


had had a little converſation with the 
girl before ſhe went. Harkee Suſan,” 


ſays I, © It will be beſt for us both 


to be lent; if you will not tattle about 


my failings, with my maſter, I will 


conceal yours, which you on had 
with William.” 


Suſan replied, © I am. obliged to you, 


Madam; and now if you. pleaſe, I will 


relate this unfortunate affair. Curioſity, 


Madam, chat bane to our ſex, prompt- 
ed me to be aſſured, for 1 had long 


ſuſpected it, of your having an 8 | 


with my maſter to ene this, I 
pre- 
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pretended I heard a cry of fire; I ſhould 


have obſerved, that before I came down to 
you, I had made the. ſame pretence to Wil- 
liam; he watching the opportunity of my 
return, I no ſooner got into my bed, bur 
he came there alſo, and he had not been 
by me, I am ſure, ten minutes, before 
you made the fatal diſcovery.” 

Oh! Suſan, Sufan.” ſaid I, © this 
was not the firſt time you had been 
together, from your own ſtory I know it, 
for, if it had, you would, upon your 
finding him in your bed with you, have 
made as real an outcry, in defence of 


your virtue, as you before did a feign- 
ed one, on account of the fire. She 


made not the leaſt reply to this, but 
went up to her maſter, where ſhe was 
diſcharged, as has before been related. 

This part concerning ourſelves, I 
concealed from my maſter at preſent, 
knowing it would affect him, for he 


dreaded the cenſure of the world, and 


could not bear the thought of being ex- 
poſed, though in infirmities peculiar to 
human nature. 

Here I cannot help remarking how 


ue are apt to deceive ourſelves: it never 


entered 
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entered into our thoughts that Suſan 
ſuſpected us, nay, we frequently flat- 
tered each other concerning our pru- 
dence in our amours; for we were not 
like a boy and a girl, who are for 
ever romping and toying together; 
that was what deceived us; we did not 
conſider, there are other ways to cauſe 
ſuſpicton, than meerly the freedom of 
kifling ; the eye or the tongue at certain 
eriods, are as good interpreters, as 
either the hand or the lips; this was 
the caſe with us. Suſan diſcovered his 
fondneſs to behold me, ſhe alſo diſco- 
vered my deſire to pleaſe, or my con- 
cern for his abſence, and uncommmon 
Joy for his return, expreſſed, rather be- 
coming the fondneſs of an indulgent 
wife, than could be expected from the 
beſt of ſervants. - Theſe, as ſhe after- 
wards told me, gave riſe to that ſuſpi- 
cion, as the reader has been ſo fully ac- 
quainted with. 

But, to return: ſtrange it is to tell, 
he, who took every opportunity before, 
when he had ſo many difficulties to ſur- 
mount, now, by their abſence, they 
were removed, did not attempt to reap 

the 
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the advantage, and we lay in ſeparate 
beds, for ſeveral nights, as if we had 
been the ne virtuous male and fe- 
male breathin 

One. morning, at PX contrary 
to my 9 he, with great af- 
fability, enquired how 1 reſted; with a. 
deal of good-nature, expatiated largely 
on the amour of the girl, and ſaid, 
from what I had told him, he hoped 
the affair would be buried in oblivion, 
and taking me by the hand killed me 
with fervency, |, 

We were near a fortnight without 
either, man or maid, to ſupply their 
places. I had a woman indeed to help 
me in the day, but ſhe. left us in the 
evening, ſo that we had the houſe to 

ourſelves until the morning; what uſe 
ki now made of it, is not macerially- ne- 
ceſſary for the reader to be acquainted 
with. 

Here I lived to the extent of my 
wiſhes; but an unhappy accident hap- 
pening, as he rode out one morning for 
an airing, his horſe took fright, threw. 
him, and killed him upon "the ſpot; 

and his nephew, who Was his heir at 

law, 
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law, coming into . poſſeſſion, and, I 
being looked upon as an incumbrance, 
was accordingly diſcharged, and I re- 
turned to my former lodgings. % 
I had not been here long, the wea- 
ther being exceeding fine, I dreſſed my- 
ſelf. very, genteely, with an intention to 
dine with a lady of my acquaintance, a 
linen draper's wife in Cornhill, whom 1 
had not ſcen for ſeveral year s. 
A sĩ I was going along Cheapſide, I 
was accoſted by a gentleman, who, un- 
der a pretence of knowing me, aſked 
me where I was walking to; and, in 
my way thither, I informed him. When 
we came to the houſe, he civilly took 
bi leave; and I thought no more of 
In the evening after tea, as I was re- 
turning to my lodging, who ſhould 1 
ſee but the very ſame gentleman; it 
was very lucky, he ſaid, to have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing me twice in one day, 
and was exceeding preſſing for me to 
drink a glaſs of wine, which I refuſed; 
at laſt, Madam, will you pleaſe to ac- 
cept of a play?” 1 complying, he 
handed me into a coach, and ordered 
| the 
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the man to drive to Drury-Lane Play- 


- houſe, where we ſat in a front box; 


between the acts, he prevailed upon me 
to conſent to :ſop with-him, and, when 
the play was over, to a tavern we went 
where he treated me very genteely. 
It now began to grow late, or rather 
candy; for it was one o'clock, and I 
took notice of it, and told him, be muſt 
excuſe me, I could not ſtay any longer. 
He was ſenſible it was late, he ſaid, and 


would ſee me home, which he accord- 


ingly did to my door, and 1 heard him 
afterwards order the coachman to drive 
him to Soho-Square. WE NESS 
When I got into my room, 1 rumi- 
I_re@ what muſt -be his thoughts con- 
cerning me, and, on the other hand, 
he could not but wonder, at my thoughts 


concerning himſelf; for though, in the 


courſe of the evening, he frequently 


ſaluted me, and was pleaſed to com- 
pliment me, as to my perſon; yet, as 
it is the province of hiſtory to relate 
facts, I do aſſure you, reader, to his 
honour, however you may be diſap- 


pointes, * never n en to offer — 
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teaſt indecency,” no more than if I had 
been his own ſiſter, or any other near 
relation. 1 045 
It may be e from what 1 
have ſaid, why we were together ſo 
long; but that wonder will ceaſe, when 
T1 acquaint the reader, he was only de- 
irous to hear my ſtory, which] willing- 
ly, and readily, complied with; for 
my trouble, as he was pleaſed to call we 
he made me a genteel preſent and 7 at- 
tended me home, as I have related. 
I profeſs I could not deviſe the mean- 
of his - behaviour, - though polite to 
hn higheſt degree; z yet, as I had com- 
plied with bis requeſt, both in my 
going to the play, and to the tavern to 
ſupper, it was natural for him to expect 
II would not refuſe any liberties he 
might offer; and to be candid with 
vou, I do acknowledge you have rea- 
ſon to think ſo; yet, as I have ſaid, 
theſe liberties he did not take. 
My not ſeeing him for a week, 1 
concluded I ſhould not ſee him again, 
or, at leaſt, as he knew where 1 lived, 
he did not intend to come to my lodg- 
ing; dus in this I Was alſo diſappointed; ; 
for 
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for before a: fortnight; was expired he 
came, and ſtaid the evening with me. 
Here I muſt be excuſed from relating 
the particulars of this viſit, and many 
others which I afterwards received, in 
all which he was ever very: bounriful, 
and a true friend he- was; indeed, to me, 

At the end of about ſeven months, 
as 1 was walking alone one Sunday, in 
Saint James's: Park, to my ſurpriſe I 
met Mr. Carrol my huſband; who, by 
his endearments, I perceived was as re- 
joyed to ſee me, as I was to ſee him; we 


immediately a the: Park, and retired to 
my: lodging. 


Though I was f to led my 
buſband, I had a damp upon my ſpirits 


concerning my generous, friend, leſt Mr. 
Carrol ſhould - diſcover our intrigue, 


which now I was determined to break 
off; and what to do I knew not: in this 
anxiety, I came to the reſolution to re- 
move, under pretence the lodging was 
not convenient for us both; to this my 
huſband complied with, and. according- 
ly 1 in a few days, we went. away. 
This I managed ſo ſecretly, that my 


landlady knew. not where we retired 22 
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and though I never ſuſpected her having 
any ſuſpicion of my criminalty with my 
friend, yet as ſhe knew I acknowledged 
Mr. Carrol to be my huſband, I na- 
turally expected ſne would acquaint the 
entleman, the next time he came, that 
had left her lodging, in the company 
of my huſband; which was contrary to 
what I had related, for I paſſed with him 
as a widow. 

This, and the fear of my. being diſ- 
covered, either by him or my huſband, 
gave me great uneaſineſs; and as I knew 
he, as uſual, would call, therefore, ina 
A days, I paid her a viſit, when ſhe 
informed me he came on the Wednel- ' 
day evening, that ſhe told him my huſ- 
band was returned from Ireland, and had 
taken me to ſome other lodging, but, 
where, ſhe could not inform him. 

Though this account, which ſhe gave 
me, eaſe! me of my fears, yet, as Þ 
had received. ſuch noble and polite 
uſage from him, I was mortified to 
think he muſt look upon me as a cheat, 
in my pretending to be a widow, when 
at the ſame time I was a wife; but, as [ 
never r expected to ſee Mr, Carrol again, 


So 
and 
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and as the reader is acquainted with the 
death of my . huſband of the Bank, if 
rightly A be if he had known it, 
I ought to paſs. for no other than a 
widow; and, from that time to this 1 
never ſaw him More., 

My huſband was exceeding kind, and 
UT with a deal of tenderneſs to- 
wards me, and preſſed me to acquaint 
him how I had ſubſiſted in his abſence, 
Not chuſing he ſhould know of my late 
amour, I pretended; I had received a 
legacy of one hundred pounds, by the 
death of an aunt, of which, he might 
lee, I was then in mourning, though, 
in truth, it was for the death of my 
huſband of the Bank. He ſeemed re- 
Joiced at what I had told him, and made 
no farther enquiry. | 

He then let me into his own affairs, 
and ſaid, „He had received a legacy 
alſo, by the death of a very intimate ac- 
quaintance;“ and indeed his appearance 
was very genteel, with a bag-wig and 
ſword, with every thing ſuitable. Thus, 
we lived with the greateſt harmony, | 
ſeldom being ſeen. abroad, for reaſons 


well known to the reader, and he was as 
3 27. con- 
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_ conſtant at home, for reaſons beſt known 
to himſelf, U 

I have abel Mr. Carrol appeared 
very genteel, but how he maintained 
me and himſelf, I was an entire ſtranger. 
to, nor did I enquire, though I muſt 
confeſs the hue and cry after him at 
Brickhill, as before mentioned, often 
occurred to my mind, though I never 
mentioned it to him; yet, I had a ſuſ- 
picion, he took liberties on the road, 
which if known, as I imagined, would. 
not have been to his credit; for he was: 
ſometimes | out early in a morning, 
though at home the reſt of the day, 
however, as I ſaid, this was only ſuſpi- 
cion; but time gave it proof, for in 
leſs than fix months, I received the fol- 
1 letter. 


< My dear, 
Come to me immediately. and give 
me that comfort, which only you can 


beſtow, from your affectionate huſ- 
band, 


Newgate, . 
March 15. JAMES CAR ROI. 
5 | 
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I no ſooner received this melancholy 
epiſtle, than I haſtened to his diſmal 
abode, where I found him fettered with 
wons; and queſtioning him the reaſon of 
his misfortues, he replied, Do not be a- 
alarmed my love, I am only here upon a 
ſuſpicion of a robbery, ſaid to be commit- 


ted yeſterday morning upon Hounſlow- 


Heath; it ſeems as a lady was riding in 
her chariot, a man on horſeback, came 
and demanded her money, watches and 


rings; and took from her three guineas 


and a ſilk purſe; this man, they ſay, 
was very like me, and mounted on a 
horſe very like mine, and before I got 
to Smallbury Green, I was ſeized by 
two or three men, carried before a: ma- 
giſtrate at Brentford, and he committed 
« Oh! my dear, you have ſaid 
enough,” and I fell ſenſeleſs on' the 
floor. When 1 recovered, J was deſired 
by the keeper of the manſion to de- 
part, and I came away in the utmoſt 
horror of mind that can be conceived. 
1 ſaw him every day, and all the day; 


and] this being the long vacation, when 


Jr . the 
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the judges were on their circuits, I ob- 
ſerved I was taken particular notice of by 
ſeveral of the female priſoners, and 1 
wondered at the meaning of it. At 
length my huſband told me, I was 
known in the place, and they ſaid my 
name was Mary Flanders, or, they ra- 


ther 'rudely, and as oo called me 


Moll Flanders. 
I aſſured him, which was a truth, 


that I never was within the place, be- 
fore I came to ſee him, to the beſt of 
my knowledge; and therefore they muſt 
be miſtaken, in taking me for ſome other 


perſon. 
Bad as I had been, and whatever 


they might know of me, I had never 


heen there as a felon, though my mo- 


ther had; therefore I concluded: they 
muſt be acquainted with ſome of my. 
intrigues. As to my taking upon me the 
name of Flanders, it was, as I have 
before ſaid, to avoid a proſecution for 


concealing my former huſband's effects: 


beſides, the perſons who pretended all 
this, were entire ſtrangers to me; there- 
fore I imagined they took me for ſome 


other 
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other woman, WhO might, ok myſelf, 
have aſſumed the name“ 

| However, at length, the time for his 
trial came on, and being arraigned, he 
pleaded, not guilty; and neither the 
lady or her ſervant being poſitive to 
the identity of his perſon, alſo being 
doubtful concerning her purſe, with 
other circumſtances in his favour, he 
was acquitted; but being detained upon 
a ſecond indictment, for taking a tor- 
roiſeſhel ſnuff-box, rimmed with gold, 
from a filver-ſmith in the Strand, he 
was found guilty to the value of thirty 
nine ſhillings, for which he received 
ſentence for tranſportation for ſeven 
* | 
he hearing this ſentence pronounced, 
gave me but little affliction; for as I 
intended to ba a ſnarer in his e 


” * * 5 
— — 


a 


- * Upon enquiry I found there had been a wo- 
man in Newgate, who was extremely like me in 
her perſon ; but ſhe was not only well known to 
be a woman of the town, but ſhe was as notori - 
ouſly. known to be a thief; and, for the latter, ſhe 
was at this preſent time abroad under her ſentence 


of tranſ] portation. 


I was 


vulgarly called Moll Flanders. 243 


was reſolved to accompany. him; and 
we ſoon learned it was very eaſy for him 
to prevail upon the captain of the ſhip, 
where there was money, to buy himſelf 
off when he came to Virginia. 


The reader may remember. 1 had 


formerly told him, when we were at 
Dunſtable, the advantages we might 
reap by our going to Virginia, and, that 
I had -a mother living there at that 
time z but as it was ſeveral years, ſince I 
had heard from her, I imagined ſhe muſt, 
now be dead; yet I hoped to partake 
of part of her effects, as ſhe.ſaid, when 
left her there, I might depend — 
her remembrance of me; and I told 
him I had many views in going there, 


as well upon my own account, as his; 


for I could eaſily inſtruct him how ta 
manage himſelf, ſo as never to be a 
ſervant, as he was not deſtitute of min, 


which is a very neceſſary friend in fuch 


a condition, 


He ſmiled, and ſaid, he. did at tell 


me he had money. 1 told him 1 
he did not underſtand, that 1 ſhould ex- 
pect any ſupply from him if he had: 
eh had not a great deal, yet I did 
M 2 


not 


o 
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not want, and while I had any I would: 
rather add to him, than weaken him in 


that article, ſeeing, whatever he had, I 


knew, in his caſe, he would. have occa- 


hop for i it. 


He expreſſed himWF: in a moſt tender 
manner. He told me, what money he 
had was not a great deal, that he would 
never conceal any of it if 1 wanted ; it; 


and he aſſured me he did not ſpeak with 
any ſuch apprehenſions; that he was 


only intent upon what I had hinted to 
him before he went: that here he 
knew what to do with himſelf, but 
there he ſhould be the moſt helpleſs 


wretch alive. 


de beiseite | with 


that which had no terror in it: that as 


he had money, he might not only avoid 


the ſervitude, ſuppoſed to be the conſe- 
quence of tranſportation, but begin the 
world upon a new foundation; that he 
could not but call to mind, it was what 
I had recommended to him many years 
before, and had propoſed it for our 
mutual ſubſiſtence, and reſtoring our 


fortunes in the world; and I would tell 
him now, — to TEE him both 


„„ 4 
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of the certainty of it, and of my being 
fully acquainted with the method, and 
alſo fully ſatisfied in the probability of 
ſucceſs, that I would go with him freely, 
and of my own choice, and perhaps 
carry enough with me to ſatisfy him 
that I did not offer it for want of being 
able to live without aſſiſtance from him, 
but that I thought his misfortunes! had 
been ſuch, as were ſufficient to recon- 
cile him to quitting this part of the 
world, and living where no-body could 
upbraid him with what was paſt z) and 
where he ſhould look back on all his 
diſaſters with infinite ſatisfaction, when 
he ſhould conſider that his enemies 
ſhould entirely forget him, and that he 
Mould live as a new man in a new 
world, no- body having any thing to N . 
to him, or he to them. | 

I prefſed this home to him wich is 
many arguments, and anſwered his ob- 
jections fo effectually, that he embraced 
me, and told me, I treated him with 
ſuch a ſincerity and affection as over- 
came him; that he would take my ad- 
vice, and would ſtrive to ſubmit to his 
fate, in hope of having the comfort of 
5 M 3 my 
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my aſliſtance, of ſo faithful a coun- 
ſellor, and ſuch a companion in his 
miſery. 

My FLY took it kindly of me, 

in my offer of attending him in his voy- 
age to Virginia; and I not only pro- 
vided materials proper to be uſed when 
we came there, but I waited on the 
captain of the ſhip who was to take 
bim, and with Hg Ll agreed to go as 
a: paſſenger, letting him know I was 
wife to Mr. James Carrol, one he was 
appointed by the government to con- 
vey to Virginia, and begged him to fa- 
vour him as far as it was conſiſtent with 
his duty, for which I would 1257 him 
any reaſonable gratuity. 
Hie very bluntly anſwered me, Why, 
look yeu madam, I have no power on 
more, but, when I have him on board, 
I can do as I pleaſe, and no one can call 
erte to account.” _ 

I replied, mildly, « Sir, I am not 
difpucing your power, I am ſoliciting 
your clemency for an unfortunate gen- 
tleman, as I am ſure you will think ſo 
when you converſe with him.” pp 

in 9 | © AS 
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As for matter of that, madam, 1 
and my father, have had pretty large 
dealings with the unfortunate for theſe 
fifty years paſt; but, as you was ſaying 
he is a gentleman, you muſt apply to 
thoſe who have him now in their cuſ- 
tody, that he may be brought on board 
privately, unknown to the others under 
the ſame predicament, and when I have 
him under my inſpection, as T ſaid be- 
fore, I can behave to him agreeable ro 
your inclinations.” 

„ am highly obliged to you, fir, 
for your advice, and, as you ſeem to 
commiſerate my caſe, you will add 
greatly to the opinion I have already 
entertained of your humanity towards 
the diſtreſſed, if you will be pleafed to 
ſpeak to thoſe yourſelf, whom you have 
advited me to apply to, for I would 
not chuſe that even the ſhip's crew, 
ſhould be acquainted with my hufband's 
diſaſter; and my further application is, 
that he may be looked upon in the ſame ; 
light as myſelf, as a paſſenger at large, f 
for which 1 promiſe to pay you thirty ? 
guineas - for our voyage. x 
nen With 


tenth of April; 
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With his uſual bluntneſs, he replied, 
" Say no more, madam; it ſhall be 
done.“ 

Accordingly I ſent our utenſils for 
the cultivation of the land, alſo our 
cloaths and other neceſſaries, which coſt 
us above one hundred and fifty pounds; 
and when the time came for him to ſet 


ſail, the captain took my huſband on 


board ih wi as if he had been his 


intimate friend. 
When we got to Graveſend, the cap- 


rain offered my huſband a civility, which 


he had no reaſon to expect; namely, 
to let him go on ſhore, upon giving 
his word that he would return on board 
again. | 

Accordingly we both went on 1 ſhore 
with the captain, ſupped together in 
Graveſend, and came back with him in 
the morning: Here we bought ten do- 
zen of beer, wine and fowls, to accom- 
modate us in our pallage. 

We had a fair eaſterly wind ſprung 
up the third day after we came to the 
Downs, and we failed from thence the 
nor did we touch any 
more at any place, until being driven 

| on 


? 
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on the coaſt of Ireland by a very hard 


gale of wind, the ſhip came to an an- 


chor in a little Bay, near the mouth of 


a river which they ſaid came down 
from Limerick, and was the largeſt river 
in Ireland. 

Being detained he bad weather, the 
captain took us on ſhore. with him 
again: He did it in kindneſs to my 
huſband, who bore the ſea very ill, 
and was. very ſick, eſpecially when it 
blew hard... Here we, again bought ſtore 
of freſh proviſions; when the weather 
turning mild, and a fair wind, we ſet 


fail again, and in two and forty days. - 


came ſafe to the coaſt of Virginia. 

When we drew near to the ſhore, I 
addrefled the captain in favour of my 
huſband, and begged he would be ſo 
kind, as he was 5 pleaſed to promiſe him 
he would. | 


He replied, * Mrs. Carrol, you muſt 


get ſomebody to come and buy your 
huſband as a ſervant, and who muſt an- 
ſwer for him to the governor of the 
country if he is demanded. I returned 
him thanks, and faid 1 would leave it 
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entirely to his management. Accordingly 
he brought a planter to treat with him 
for the purchaſe, and my huſband was 
fold to him in form, and went on ſhore 
with him. After ſome time the planter 
gave Mr. Carrol a certificate of his diſ- 
charge, and an acknowledgement of his 
having ſerved him faithfully; and he 
was free from him the next morning, to 
o whither he would. 

For this ſervice the captain demanded 
er him ſix thouſand weight of tobacco, 
which he ſaid he was accountable for 
to his freighter, and which he imme- 
diately bought for him, and I paid him 
the thirty guineas beſides, with which 
he was abundantly ſatisfied. _ 
It is immaterial to enter ere 1nto the 
particulars of what part of the colony 
of Virginia we ſettled in, for many rea- 
ſons: it may ſuffice to mention, we 
went into the great river of Potomack, 
the ſhip being bound thither; and there 
we intended to have ſettled, though 
afterwards we altered our minds. 

The firſt thing I did of moment, 


after having got all our goods on ſhore, 
was 
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was to enquire after my mother and 
brother, that fatal perfon who I mar- 
ried, as 1 haye related at large. A little 
enquiry furniſned me with information, 
that my mother, was dead; and that 
my brother was alive, which J confeſs 
I was ſorry to hear; but which was 
worſe, he was removed from the planta- 
tion where he lived formerly, and where 
J lived with him, and was with his fon 
in a plantation juſt by the place where 
we landed, and were we had hired a 
warehouſe, 

I was ſurprized at firſt: but as I ven- 
tured to ſatisfy myſelf that he could 
not know me, J was not only eaſy, but 
had a mind to ſee him, if it was poſſi- 
ble, without his ſeeing me. By inquiry, 
I found out the plantation where | he 
lived, and with the affiſtance of a wo- 
man, who T got to help me, I came fo 


near that T ſaw the dwelling-houſe. I 
aſked the woman whoſe plantation that 


was: ſhy ſaid, it belonged to one Mr. 
Bennet ; and looking out a little to our 
right, there, ſays ſhe, is the gentleman 
that-owns the plantation, and his father 
with him. 


M 6 « What 
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* What are their chriſtian names?“ 
„ I know not what the old gentle- 
mar.'s name 1s, but his ſon's name IS, 
Humphry, and I believe the father's is 
| Jo too.” 

You may gueſs. what a confuſed 

mixture of joy and fright poſſeſt my 
thoughts upon this occaſion; for I im- 
mediately knew that this was my own 
ſon, by that father ſhe ſhewed me, who 
was my own brother. 

As they drew near to us, I ſaid, 
e Does he know you, Mrs. Owen?“ 

« Yes, if he hears me ſpeak, he will 
know me; but he can't ſee well enough 
to know me or any-body elſe.” _ 

This made me ſecure, and I let them 
paſs by me. It was a wretched thing 
for a mother thus to ſee her own ſon, a 
handſome young gentleman in affluent 

_ circumſtances, and. durſt not make her- 
ſelf known: to him. I. et any mother, 
who reads this, conſider, and think 
with what anguiſh of mind I reſtrain- 
ed myſelf ; what yearnings of ſoul I 
had in me to embrace him, and weep 
over him: then ſitting down on the 

grafs, I made as if 1 lay down to reſt 

| me, 


- 
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me, but turned from her and lying on my 
face, wept, and kiſſed the S that 


he had ſet his foot on. 
As 1 was going back again, a new 


occaſion of melancholy offered itſelf: 
the woman began, as if ſhe would tell 


me a ſtory to divert me. There goes a 
ſtrange tale among the neighbours where 


he formerly lived: The old gentleman 


going to England, when he was a young 
man, fell in love with a beautiful lady 


there, and married her, and brought 


her over hither to his mother, who was 


then living. She lived here ſome years, : 


and had ſeveral children by him, of 
which the young gentleman that was 
with him now, was one ; but after ſome 
time, the old gentlewoman, his mother, 
talking to her of ſomething relating to 
herſelf when ſhe was in England, the 
daughter-in-law began to be very un- 
ealy, and in ſhort, it appeared, that 
ſhe was her mother, and conſequently, 
that ſon was his wife's brother, which 
ſhe had had, by old Mr. Bennet, her 
ſecond huſband this ſtruck the whole 
family with horror, and put them into 
ſuch ä that the young lady 
| would 
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would not live with him, and ſhe, at 
laſt, went away for England and has 
never been heard of fince :* ſhe added, 
ſhe had left a ſum of money, and had 
tied her plantation for the payment of 
it, to be made good to the daughter, if 
ever ſhe could be heard of, and that 
the truſt was left with this ſon, who 
was the perſon that we ſaw with his 
father. | 
This was news too good for me to 
made light of, and filled my heart 
Wich a thouſand thoughts, what courſe 
I ſhould take: Here was a perplexity I 
had not ſkill to manage myſelf; it lay 
heavy upon my mind night and day, 
ſo that Mr. Carrol perceived it, and 
preſſed me to tell him what it was trou- 
bled me. I told him I was troubled be- 
cauſe we mult alter our ſcheme of ſet- 
tling, for that I found I ſhould be 
known, if I ſtaid in that part of the 
country, for that my mother being dead, 
ſeveral of my relations were come into 
that part where we then were, and that 
I muſt either diſcover myſelf to them, 
Which in his preſent circumſtances was 
3 not 
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not proper, or remove, and which to do 
I knew not, and this it was that made 
me ſo melancholly. 

He joined with me, that it was by 
no means proper to make myſelf known 
to any-body in his circumſtances; and, 
therefore, he ſaid, he would be willing 
to remove to any other part of the 
country, or even to any other country 
if I thought fit. But now I had ano- 
ther difficulty: : if I removed to any other 
colony, I put myſelf out of the way of 
making a ſearch after thoſe effects 
which my mother had left. Again, I 
could never think of breaking the ſecret 
of my former marriage to Mr. Carrol z 
it was not a ſtory that would bear re- 
lating, nor could I tell what might be 
the conſequences of it. In this per- 
plexity I continued, and this made Mr. 
Carrol uneaſy ; Gr he thought I was 
not open with him, and he would often 
| ſay he wondered what he had done, 
that I would not truſt him with what- 
ever it was. The truth is, he ought to 
have been truſted, for no man could de- 
ſerve better of a wife; but this was a 
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thing I knew not how to open to him, 


and yet having nobody to diſcloſe it 


to, the burthen was too heavy upon my 


mind, A ſecret of moment ſhould al- 
ways have a confident, a boſom-friend, 
to whom we may communicate the joy 
of it, or the grief of it, be it which it 
will, or it will be a double weight upon 
the ſpirits, and perhaps become even 
inſupportable in itſelf; and this I ap- 
peal to all human teſtimony for the 


truth of. | | 


And this is the cauſe why many times. 


men, as well as women, and men of 


the greateſt and beſt qualities - other- 
ways, yet have found themſelves weak. 
in this part, and have not been. able to 
bear the weight of a ſecret joy; but 
have been obliged to diſcloſe it, even. 
for the meer giving vent to themſelves, 
and to unbend the mind, oppreſt with 
the loads and weights which attended 
it; nor was this any token of folly, or 
thoughtleſſneſs, but a natural conſe- 
quence; and ſuch people, had they 
ſtruggled longer with the oppreſſion, 
might have told it in their ſleep, and 


diicloſed the ſecret, let it have been of 


what 
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what nature ſoever, without regard to 
the perſon to whom it might be ex- 
poſed. This neceſſity of nature is a 
thing which works ſometimes with ſuch 
vehemence, in the minds of thoſe who 
are guilty of any atrocious villainy, 
ſuch as ſecret murder in particularly, 
that they have been obliged to diſcover 
it, though the conſequence would ne- 
ceſſarily be their own deſtruction. Now, 
though it may be true that the divine 
juſtice ought to have all the glory of 
Al thoſe diſcoveries and confeſſions, yet 
it is as certain that providence, which 
ordinarily. works by the hands of na- 
ture, makes uſe here of the ſame, na- 
tural cauſes to produce thaſe extraordi- 
nary effects, 

As the publiſhing this account of my 
life, is for the ſake of the juſt moral of 
every part of it, and for inſtruction, 
caution, warning and improvement, to 
every reader, ſo this will not paſs, I 
hope, for an unneceſſary digreſſion con- 
cerning ſome, who have diſcloſed the 
greateſt ſecrets either of their own, or 


other peoples affairs. | F 
F \. Under 
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Under the certain oppreſſion of this 
weight upon my mind, 1 laboured in the 
caſe I have been naming; and the only 
relief I found for it, was to let my 
huſband into fomuch-of it, as I thought 
would convinee him of the neceſſity 
there was for us to think of ſettling 
in ſome other place, and the next con- 
fideration before us, was, which part 
of the Engliſh ſettlements we ſhould go 

With this reſolution, I propoſed to 
him - our going away from where we 
were, and carrying our effects with us to 

Carolina; and my huſband” readily a- 
; d, that it was not proper to ſtay, 
fince I had aſſured him 1 ſhould be 
known: and the reſt I effectually con- 
cealed. ; HOG $41 
But now I found a new difficulty: 
The main affair grew heavy upon my 

mind ſtill, and 1 could not think of 
going out of the country without mak- 
ing enquiry into what my mother had 
done for me; nor could 1 bear the 
thought of going away, and not make 
myſelf known to my child, only 1 
would have had this done without Mr. 

Carrol 
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Carrol having any knowledge of it, or 
they any knowledge that J had a huf- 
band. | | > 
I had innumerable ways in my 
thoughts how this might be done: I 
would gladly have ſent my huſband: a- 
way to Carolina, with all our goods, 
and have come after myſelf. But this 
was impracticable, he would never ſtir 
without me, being himſelf unacquainted 
with the country, and with the methods 
of ſettling there, or any where elle. 
Then I thought we would both go firſt 
with part of our goods, and that when 
we were ſettled I ſhould come back to 
Virginia, and fetch the remainder ; but 
even then I knew he would never part 
with me; and be left there alone. | 
Theſe were therefore difficulties un- 
ſurmountable, and ſuch as I knew not 
what to do in. I had ſuch ſtrong impreſ- 
ſions on my mind about diſcovering 
myſelf to 9 that J could not 
withſtand them; and the rather, be- 
cauſe if I did not do it, while he lived, 
I might in vain endeavour to convince 
my ſon afterwards that I was his mo- 
ther, and ſo might both loſe the aſſiſt- 
1 ance 
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ance and comfort of the relation, and 
the benefit of -whatever it was my mo- 
ther had left me; and yet on the other 
hand, I could never think it proper to 
diſcover to either of them that had 
a huſband with me; on which account 
it was abſolutely neceſſary to remove 
from the place where I was, and come 
again, as from another place, and in a- 
nother figure. 
Upon thoſe conſiderations, I went on 
with telling my huſband the abſolute 
- neceſſity there was of our not ſettling 
in Potomack river, at leaſt that we 
ſhould be preſently made publick there, 
whereas, if he went to any other place, 
we ſhould come in with as much repu- 
tation as any family that came to 

lant : That as it was always agreeable 
to the inhabitants to have families come 
among them, who brought ſubſtance, 
either to purchaſe plantations, or begin 
new ones; ſo we ſhould be fure of a 
kind reception, and without any poll 
. bility of a diſcovery. 

1 told him too, as I had ſeveral rela- 
tions 4n the place where we were, that 


1 — not now let myſelf be known 
to 


to them, becauſe they would ſoon come 
into a knowledge of him, which would 
be to expoſe myſelf to the laſt degree; 


ſo I had reafon to believe that my mo- 


ther who died here had left me ſome- 
thing, and perhaps conſiderable, which 
ic might. be well worth my while to en- 
quire after; but this could not be done 
without expoling us publickly, unleſs 
we went from hence; and then wherever 
we ſettled, I might come as 1t were to 
viſit and to fee my brother and nephew, 
make myſelf known to them, claim and 
enquire after what was my due, be re- 


ceived with reſpect, . and at the fame 
time have juſtice done. me with chear- 


fulneſs; whereas if I did it now, I 
could expect nothing but with trouble, 
| fuch as exacting it by force, receiving 
it with curſes and reluctance, and with 


all kinds of affronts, which he would. 
not perhaps bear to ſee ; that in caſe of 


being obliged to legal proofs of being 


really her daughter, I might be at a loſs, * 
be obliged to have recourſe to England, 


m it may be to fail at laſt, and ſo loſe 
„whatever it might be. With theſe 


Ri and having thus acquainted. 


„„ my 


S$ 
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my huſband with the ſecret ſo far as 
was needful to him, we reſolved to go 
and feek a fettlement in fome other colo- 
ny, and at firſt, Carolina was the place 
we pitched upon. | 
In order to this, we made enquiry 
for veſſels going to Carolina, and in a 
very little while got information, that 
on the other ſide the Bay, in Maryland, 
there was a ſhip which came from Ca- 
rolina loaden with rice, and was going 
back again thither, and from thence to 
Jamaica. On this news we hired a ſloop 
to take in our goods, and, taking a final 
leave of Potomack river we went with 
all our cargo over to Maryland. 
This was a long, an unpleaſant, and 
a dangerous voyage, conſiderably worſe 
than our voyage from England; the 
very thought of it now ſtrikes me with 
horror, even though the danger is paſt. 
However, thanks be to God, we got 
ſafe: and behold, when we came thither, 
the ſhip bound to Carolina was loaded 
and gone three days before. This was 
a diſappointment: but I, that was to be 
diſcouraged with nothing, told my huſ- 
band that ſince we could not get a par 
age 
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ſage to Carolina, and as the country we 
were in was very fertile, we would, if 
he liked it, ſettle here. 
We immediately went on ſhore, but 
found no conveniences; but were di- 
rected by an honeſt Quaker, who we 
found there, to go to a place about 
ſixty miles eaſt; where he ſaid he lived, 
and where we ſhould be accommodated, 
either to plant, or to wait for any other 
place to plant in that might be more 
convenient: and he invited us with ſo 
much kindneſs, that we agreed to go, 
and the Quaker himſelf went with us. 
Here we bought us an Engliſh wo- 
man- ſervant juſt come on ſhore from a 
ſhip of Leverpool, and a negro man- 
ſervant; both abſolutely neceſſary for 
all people who ſettle in that country. 
This honeſt Quaker was very helpful to 
us, and when we came to the place he 
propoſed, found us out a convenient 
ſtore-houſe for our goods, and lodging 
for ourſelves and ſervants; and, in 
about two months, we took up a large 
piece of land from the governor of that 
country, in order to form our planta- 
tion: 
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tion: ſo we laid the thoughts of going 
to Carolina aſide, having been well re- 
ceived, and accommodated with a con- 
venient lodging, until we could have 
land enough cured, and timber and 
materials provided for building us a 
houſe, all which we managed by the 
direction of the Quaker; ſo that in one 
year we had near fifty acres of land 
cleared, part of it encloſed, and ſome 
of it planted with tobacco; beſides, We 
had garden-ground and corn ſufficient 
to ſupply us with en herbs and 
bread. 
And now 1 perſuaded my huſband to 
Jer me go, and enquire after my friends. 
He was the willinger to conſent to it 
now, becauſe he had bulineſs upon his 
hands ſufficient to employ him, beſides 
his gun to divert nei and which he 
greatly delighted in. Accordingly I 
went to the ee where my bro- 
ther lived, and was fully reſolved to 
tell him vets I was; but not knowing 
what temper I might find him in, or 
how much out of temper, rather, - 


8 0 make him by ſuch a raſh viſit, 1 
| wrote 
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wrote to him, to let him know that I 
vas come not to give him any trouble 
about our former affair, which I hoped 
was entirely forgot; but that. I applied 
to him as a ſiſter. to a brother, defiring 
his aſſiſtance in the caſe of that provi- 
ſion, which our mother, at her deceaſe, 
had left for my, ſupport, and which 
did not doubt but he would do me 
juſtice. | = 

1 faid ſome very tender things in the 
leteer about his ſon, which 1 told him 
he knew to be my own child, ſo I 
hoped he would allow me the moſt paſ- 
ſionate deſire of once ſeeing my one 
and only child, and of ſhewing ſome- 
thing of the infirmities of a mother in 
preſerving. a violeat affection for him, 
who had never been able to retain any 
thought, of me one way or other. 

wy P did. imagine that when he received 
my letter, he would give it to his ſon, 
to read; but it fell out better: for as 

his light was dim, he had allowed his 
ſon to open all letters that came to his 
hand for him, and he being from home, 
my letter came directly to my ſon's 

__ and, he, opened and: read it. 


"x 
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He called the meſſenger in, and 2 
him where the perſon was wo 
him the letter. The meſſenger told bins 
the place; ſo he bid him ſtay, and or- 
dering a horſe to be got ready, and two 
fervants to attend him, away he came to 
me- with the meſſenger. Let any one 
judge the conſternation. I was in, when 
my meſſenger told me the old gentle- 
man. was not at home, but his ſon was 
come along with him, and was coming 
up to me. I was perfectly confounded, 
Wo 1 knew not whether it was peace or 
: However, I had but a few mo- 
. to reflect, for my ſon was at the 
heels of the meſſenger, and aſked the 
fellow, which was the gentle woman that 
ſent him. There ſhe is, Sir: at which 
he came directly up to me, kiſſed me, 
took me in his arms and embraced me 
with ſo much tenderneſs, that he could 
not ſpeak ; but I could feel his breaſt 
heave and throb like a child, that ſobs, 
and cannot cry it out. 
I can neither expreſs or deſcribe the 
joy that touched me, when I found, 
that he came not as a ſtranger, but as 


a ſon to a mother, and indeed as a fon, 
5 
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who had never before known what a 


mother of his own was: In ſhort, we 


cried over one another a confdarable 


while, when at laſt he broke out, My 


dear mother, are you ſtill alive! I 
never expected to have ſeen your face.:” 
as for me, I could ſay nothing for a 
conſiderable time. 

After we had both recovered our- 
ſelves, and were able to ſpeak, he ſaid, 


« As to what I had written to hiafachon, 


he had nat ſhewed my letter, or told; 
him any thing about it; that what his 

grandmother left me, was in his own 
— and he would do me juſtice to 

my full ſatisfaction; as to his father, 
he was old and infirm, both in body and 
mind, that he was almoſt blind, and 
capable of nothing; and he queſtioned 
whether he would know how to act in 
an affair of ſo nice a nature, and there 


fore he had come, as well to ſatisfy 


himſelf in ſeeing me, which he — 
not reſtrain himſelf from, as alſo to put 
it into my power to make a judgment, 
after I had ſeen how things were, whe- 
ther I would diſcover myſelf to his fa- 
. or no.“. 


N 2 This 
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This wks ſo prudently and wiſely 
managed, that I found my ſon needed 


no direction from me. I told him as he 


knew © better than I What his father” 8 


| condition was, T {ſhould -readily join 
With him in ſuch meaſures as he would 


direct. 

My fon chin irt Sete! lived. 
F told him I was on the Maryland ſide 
of the Bay, at the plantation of a par- 
ticular friend, who came from England 
in the ſame ſhip with me; as for that 
fide of the Bay where he was; 1 had no 
habitation. He ſaid, I ſhould go home 


with him, and be with him, if I pleaſed, 
as long as I lived: That as to his fa. 


ther he knew nobody, and would never 
ſo much as gueſs at me. I conſidered 


of that a little, and told him, though it 
was: really a concern to me to live at a 


diſtance from his father; yet I could 
not ſay it would be the moſt comforta- 
ble thing to me to live in the houſe 
with him; and to have that unhappy 
object always before me, which had 
been ſuch a blow to my peace before; 
that though I ſhould be glad to have 


. company, W ſon, or to be as near 


you 
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you as poſſible while I ſtaid, yet I could 


not think of- living in the houſe where 


I ſhould be always ſo under reſtraint, 


for fear of - betraying myſelf in my dil- 
courſe, nor ſhould I be able to refrain 
ſome expreſſions in my converſing with 
you, as my ſon, that might diſcover the 
whole affair, which would by no means 
be convenient. 


* 


He acknowledged that 1 was right: 


but then, dear mother, you ſhall be 
as near me as you can; ſo he took 
me with him on horſeback to a planta- 
tion next to his own, and where I was 


well entertained, Having firſt called me 


his aunt, and telling me he would talk 
of the buſineſs the next day, he left me, 
and about two hours after, he ſent me 


a maid- ſervant, and a negro boy to wait 
on me, and proviſions ready dreſſed for 


my ſupper. I began now ſecretly to 
wiſh that I had not come with my hul- 
band from England. However, that 
wiſh was not hearty neither, for I loved 
Mr. Carrol entirely, as indeed I had 
ever done from the beginning; and he 
merited from me as much as it was poſ- 
ſible for a man tp do. 


— 
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The next morning he came again, 
and after a little diſcourſe, he took out 
a dear-ſkin bag, and gave it me, with 
fifty Spaniſh piſtoles in it, and told me 
that was to ſupply my expences from 
England. Then he pulled out his 
grandmother's will, and read it over, 
where it appeared, ſhe had left a ſmall 
plantation on York river, where my 
mother lived, to me, with the ſtock of 
fervants and cactle upon it, and given it 
in truſt to this ſon of mine for my ule, 
whenever he ſhould hear of my being 
alive, and to my heirs, and in default of 
heirs, to whomſoever I ſhould, by will, 
diſpoſe of it; but gave the income of 
it, until F ſhould be heard of, or 
found, to my ſaid ſon; and if I ſhould 
not be living, then it was to him and 
his heirs. | Dae 
. The plantation, he faid, he did not 
let, but managed it by a clerk, as he 
-did another that was his father's, that 
Jay by it, and went over himſelf three 
or four times a year to look after it. I 
aſked him what the plantation might be 
worth: he ſaid, if 1 would let it, he 
would give me ſixty pounds a year for 


It; 


——_ 
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it; but if 1 would lve on It, then it 


would be worth much more, and he be- 
lieved would bring me in one hundred 


and fifty pound a year; but ſeeing I 


Was likely either to ſettle on the other 
ſide the Bay, or might perhaps have a 
mind to go back to England again, if 


1 would let him be my fteward he would 


manage it for me, as he had done for 
himſelf, and that he believed he ſhould 
be able to ſend me as much tobacco to 
England from it, as would yield me 
about ane hundred pounds à year. 
This was ftrange news to me; and 
really my heart began to look up more 
ſeriouſly, than I think it ever did be- 


fore, and to look with great thankful- 


neſs to the hand of (providence, which 
had done ſuch wonders for me; and I 
muſt again obſerve, that not on this 
occaſion only, but even on all other oc- 


caſions of thankfulneſs, my paſt life 
never looked ſo monſtrous to me, and 


I never ſo compleatly abhorred it, and 
reproached myſelf with it, as when 
1 had ia ſenſe upon me of provi- 


dence doing Go me, while I had 


4 been 


"_ 
* 
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been making thoſe vile returns on my 
But I leave my readers to improve 
theſe thoughts, as no .doubt they will 
ſee cauſe, and I go on to the fact. 
My ſon's tender carriage, and kind of- 


fers fetched tears from me, ' almoſt all 
the while he talked; indeed I could 


' ſcarce diſcourſe with him, but in the in- 


tervals of my paſſion. However, at 


Jength I began, and expreſſing myſelf 


with wonder at my being ſo happy to 
have the truſt of what I had left put 
into the hands of my own child, I told 
him that as to the inheritance of it, I 
had no other child, and was now paſt 
having any, if I ſhould marry, and 
therefore would deſire him to get a 
writing drawn, which J was ready to 
execute, by which I would, after me, 
give it wholly to him, and to his heirs; 
and in the mean time, ſmiling, I aſked 
him, what made him continue a bat- 


chelor ſo long? His anſwer was kind 


and ready, that Virginia did not yield 


any great plenty of wives, and that 
ſince 1. talked of 5 going back to Eng- 


land, 
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- 


London 


This was the ſubſtance of our firſt * 
day's converſation, the pleaſanteſt day 


that ever paſt over my head, and gave 
me the trueſt ſatis faction. He came 
every day after this, and ſpent great 
part of his time with me, and carried 
me about to ſeveral of his friends 
houſes, where I was entertained with 
great reſpect ; alſo I dined ſeveral times 
at his own houſe, when he took care 
always to have his father ſo out of 


the way, that I never ſaw him, or he 


meien VIE) 10 0254 nana HON 
A few days after, he brought the 


writings, and a lawyer; and 1 ſigned 


them, and delivered them to him with 
many kiſſes. The next day he brought 

me an obligation under his hand and 
ſeal, whereby he engaged himſelf to 
manage the plantation for my account, 
and to remit the produce to my order, 
wherever 1 ſhould be, and withal, to be 
obliged himſelf to make up the pro- 
duce a hundred pounds a year to me. 
When he had done ſo, he told me, I 
had a right to the produce of the cur- 
400 rent 


land, I ſhould ſend him a wife from 
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rent year; and he paid me an hundred 
pounds in Spaniſh pieces of eight, and 
deſired me to give him a receipt in full 
for that year, ending at Chriſtmas fol- 
lowing. - 

I ſtayed here above five weeks, and 
indeed had much ado to get away then. 
Nay, he would have come over the Bay 
with me, but J would by no means al- 
low him to do it; however, he would 
lend me over in a floop of his own, 
which was built like a yacht, and ferved 
him as well for pleaſure as buſineſs. 
TI'hts I accepted of; and after the ut- 
moſt expreſſions both of duty and af- 
tection, we parted,” and in a few days I 
arrived ſafe at home, to the joy and ſa- 


| tisfaction of Mr. Carrol, my huſband. 


We went on with our plantation, and 
managed it with great ſucceſs; for hay- 
ing à flouriſhing ſtock to begin with, 
and this being now encreaſed, we in- 
larged our number of fervants, built us 
a very good houſe, and cured W * 

a great deal of land. 

In a word, we were now in ve y 
conſiderable circumſtances, and every 
year cncreaſing ; for our plantation.grew 

upon 
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upon our hands inſenſibly, that the pro- 
duce was, at leaſt, three hundred pounds 
ſterling a year; I mean worth ſo much 
in England, 

After I had been a year at bome 
again, I went over the Bay to ſee my ſon, 
and to receive another year's income of 
my plantation; and I was ſurpriſed to 
hear, from my fon, that his father was 
dead, and had not been buried above a 
fortnight. This, I confeſs, was not 
| diſagreeable news, becauſe now I could 


appear, as I was, in a married condi- 


tion; ſo 1 told my ſon before I came 


— 


from him, that I believed I ſhould mar- 


ry a gentleman who had a plantatien 


near mine. My ſon, the ſame dutiful | 


obliging creature as ever, treated me 
now at his on houſe, paid me my hun- 
dred pounds, and ſent me home again 
loaded with preſents. 


Some time after this, I acquainted ay 


ſon I was married, and invited him o- 
ver to ſee us; and my. huſband wrote a 
very obliging letter to ham alſo, inviting 
him to come; and he came Nb N 
Some months after. 28 
t 


— /— RA 


276 The Hiſtory of Lætitia Atkins; 

It muſt be obſerved, that when Mr. 
Bennet was dead, I gave Mr. Carrol an 
account of that affair, and of this ne- 
phew, as I had called him, being 
my own ſon, by that miſtaken unhappy 

match: He was perfectly eaſy, and told 
me he ſhould have been ſo if he had 
been ſtill alive; for, ſaid he, it was 
no fault of your's, nor of his; it was a 
miſtake impoſſible to be prevented. He 
only reproached him with deſiring me to 
conceal it, and to live with him as a 
wife, after he knew that J was his ſiſter; 
that, he ſaid, was a vile part. Thus all 
theſe difficulties were made eaſy, and we 
lived together with the greateſt kindneſs 
and comfort imaginable. 00. 
My huſband, after living here above 
eight years, having acquired a hand- 
ſome fortune, had an opportunity of 
| diſpoſing of the plantation to an advan- 
tage; and he being deſirous of ſeeing 
once more his native country, he ſold 
the eſtate, and having accumulated the 
ſum of ten thouſand pounds, we took 
ſhipping at Saint James-Town, and after 
a pleaſant voyage we ſafely arrived at 
op : | EKEing- 
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Kingſale in Ireland, and went from thence 
to the city of Gallway, the 9 of my 
huſband's birtn. | 
- Here Mr. Carrol purchaſed | a free- 

5 hold eſtate of four hundred pounds per 
annum, and we lived happily together 
for two years, after we came to Gallway, 
when it pleaſed the irreverſible decree. 
of the Almighty to-take my huſband. 
to himſelf, and I became a widow again:; 
Being now in the decline of life, I ſe- 
rioully reflect on my paſt follies, and 
hope by a true repentance. I ſhall, obtain 
favour with my incenſed God, who hath; 
permitted me to run. through a long 
pans; of vice, which have brought me 
ro a due ſenſe of my manifold omiſſions 
in the duties of religion, which, until 
lately, 1 have utterly neglected. Thus 
Fi paſs my days in reſignation to the 
will and pleaſure of my heavenly father, 
and finding nature daily to decay, and 
believing Fam not long for this world, 
do make this my laſt will and teſtament 
in the form and manner following. 
I Lætitia Atkins, otherwiſe widow of 
che late James Carrol, of the city of 
VE 
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Gallway, in the county of Gallway, 
being in, perfect memory, through the 
mercy of God, do make this my laſt 
will and teſtament, in manner follow- 
ing; that is to ſay, I give to my de- 
ceaſed huſband's brother, Charles Car- 
rol, all my real eſtate, lying about 
Athlone, in the: counties of Roſcom- 
mon and Weftmeath, and to. his heirs 
and afligns for ever. ] 
Item, I give to Henry Kelly, my 
rdener, the ſum of fifty pounds. 
Item, I give John Ryan, my foot- 
man, the ſum of fifty pounds. I'M 
Item, I give to Jane Burke, my cham- 
bermaid, the ſum of forty pounds. 
Item, I give to Catherine O'Neal, my 
Cook-maid, the ſum of thirty pounds. 
Item, 1 give to Dorothy Macna- 
mara, my houſe-maid, the ſum of twen- 
ty pounds. ( | 
To my deceaſed huſband's brother, 
William Carrol, I give all the reſt of 
my goods and Chattles, and perſonal 
eſtate whatſoever ; but out of the ſame 
to be decently interred, and all my - 
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neral charges to* be paid, by the ſaid 
| Laſtly, I make and conſtitute my 
aforeſaid brother-in-law, Charles Car- 
rol, executor of this my laſt will and 
reſtiment, written with my own hand 
this thirtieth day of March, in the year 
of our Lord, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and twenty-two. 


rin ATKINS. 


Sealed, abit and declared by the 
ſaid Elizabeth Atkins, otherwiſe, Car- 
rol, for and as her laſt will and teſta - 
ment, in the preſence of, 


James MuLLENSs, 
W icnefſes. 0 JonN O'HARA. 


PATRICE MAGEY. | 


In the time of her Sickneſs; which 
held for near nine *months, ſhe was 
zealouſly fervent in her devotions, not 
in the leaſt regarding the affairs of this 
world, but conſtantly preparing herſelf 
for a future. tare. She was frequently 
attended by ſome eminent divines, but 
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age, to the grief and ſorrow: of the 


forty pounds a year for putting out poor 
children to apprenticeſhips. 


life and intrigues. 


1 


particularly by the Revered Mr. Price“, 
maſter of the free-ſchool in Gallway. In 
this pious diſpoſition. for her latter end 
ſhe continued until the tenth day of De- 
cember-tollgwing the; date of her laſt 
will and teſtamient, when ſhe departed 
this, life, in the ſeventy- fifth year ot her 


poor, to whom ſhe had been a kind 
benefactreſs; ſhe having allowed twenty- 
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five ancient men,” each forty ſhillings a 
year; and to twenty-five ancient wo- 
men, each thirty ſhillings a year; and 


„ * DANIEL Drror. 
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* This gentleman I was intimately' acquainted 

with when he lived in England, and with whom! 

correſponded with after he went to Gallway; who 

ſent me this account over; he knowing. I was pre- 

aring, from her own papers, an account of her 
ws 2% $it 1 4 - 
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